
 
 

 

Rabbi David Cavill 
 

A native New Yorker, Rabbi David Cavill spent the first 

years of his life on 68th Street in Jackson Heights before 

moving to Malverne, Long Island where his parents and 

one of his sisters still live. Rabbi Cavill grew up in Malverne 

attending the public schools. He was a Cub Scout and Boy 

Scout and active at the Malverne Jewish Center, the local 

Conservative synagogue. Rabbi Cavill lived in Malverne 

after graduate school before moving to the Bronx to be 

closer to rabbinical school. He moved to Forest Hills in 

2016 and now lives in Rego Park. 

 

Rabbi Cavill is a graduate of the Jewish Theological 

Seminary’s undergraduate joint program with Columbia 

University. He studied at Yale Divinity School where he 

earned the degree of Master of Divinity. During that time, 

he spent a year working at Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish 

Life at Yale to coordinate Jewish graduate student programming as part of his own 

graduate work. Rabbi Cavill was ordained at the Academy for Jewish Religion where he 

currently works in the administration.  

 

Professionally, Rabbi Cavill has worked at synagogues including Congregation Beth Simchat 

Torah and Romemu in the field of operations. In addition his operations work, at Romemu 

Cavill trained and coordinated the Chevra Kadisha, the Chesed Committee, and the 

sanctuary volunteers who transformed a rented space in a church into a Jewish worship 

space every week. He has worked at Columbia/Barnard Hillel, the Coalition for the 

Advancement of Jewish Education, the Institute for Jewish Spirituality, and the New York 

City Audubon Society, all organizations with pluralistic educational missions. While Rabbi 

Cavill has expertise in nonprofit management including finance, fundraising, human 

resources, and IT, he has also worked as a spiritual leader and teacher. As a rabbinical 

student, Cavill had a chaplaincy rotation at the Hebrew Home for the Aged in Riverdale and 



 
 

 

served as the Jewish Chaplain at several Boy Scout Camps including a shift at the acclaimed 

Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, NM. He teaches private students and works with 

unaffiliated Jews to create meaningful lifecycle events including B’nai Mitzvah, weddings, 

funerals, and memorial services, among others. Rabbi Cavill also currently works as an 

educator at the Reform Temple of Forest Hills where he teaches fourth grade Hebrew and 

Judaic Studies. 

 

Having both programmatic and managerial skillsets together makes Rabbi Cavill a well-

rounded professional who understands how to envision the spiritual, educational, and 

pastoral activities of a community as well as how to effectively implement them. He is 

currently the Treasurer at the Forest Hills Jewish Center where he has served on the 

Advisory Board, the Board of Trustees, numerous other committees, and regularly teaches 

in the community’s robust adult education program. 


