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Campaign 5781
Greetings!

income than we had pre-pandemic and this may be the case
for some time. In the Spring our rental streams from room

Our community has ushered in 5781. In this new year we hope
our FHJC family and everyone we love will be healthy, happy,

usage fees, pool and gym rental and after-school programs
and summer camp evaporated in an instant. Fundraising

and safe.

events were cancelled. Our longstanding and dear caterer,
Beth Torah, shuttered, permanently. Moreover, the issues that

During the proceeding months, enough could not be said

exist with maintaining our physical space were not eliminated

regarding the devastation that the pandemic has caused. But

‐

simply because our building was empty.

as all of you know by now, through this period in which Covid 19
has hit us all too close to home, FHJC has remained a beacon of
light in an otherwise dark time.

As we reopen our doors, we are mindful that the pandemic is
far from over. Only recently did we find ourselves returning to
virtual services and classes. Even as we ease ourselves back

As many of us have reported in the past few months, with the
availability of Zoom services and adult learning, the nursery and
religious school classes, Zimriyah and Yom HaShoah, Zoom shiva
gatherings, support groups, book talks, speakers, and more … our
members remain connected to FHJC. We were fortunate to be
able to open our doors for minyanim, as well as High Holiday

to some semblance of normalcy, we know this can change in
an instant. Yet we remain confident that with your support,
5781 will bring better circumstances and FHJC will continue to
be here for all of us. Please help us make that hope a reality
by supporting our 5781 Kol Nidre campaign to the fullest
measure of your generosity.

services, while providing virtual access to membership and the
greater Jewish community. Our efforts were met with praise and
gratitude.

It is our hope that the generosity of our membership continues
for the duration of the Kol Nidre appeal. Given the immense
challenges that we face, the urgency of a successful campaign
cannot be overstated. We are currently operating with far less

Once again, may this new year bring everyone the blessings of
good health, happiness, prosperity and peace.

Joe Fox, Rae Theise Kerzner and Steven Goffner,

‐

Kol Nidre Appeal Co Chairs

‐

Deborah Ball Witlin, Fundraising Vice President

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY
Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik
Fighting "Pandemic Fatigue"
More and more each day, I hear and read experts

opposite is the case. It is when we let our guard

talking about “pandemic fatigue.” To be sure,

down, out of so called “pandemic fatigue,” that

before this year, those are not two words that we

we open the door to COVID.

would ever have heard used together in the same
sentence, but now I hear them repeatedly…

Here in our synagogue, despite the fact that we
have now been designated a “yellow” zone

The notion of “pandemic fatigue” refers to an all-

instead of an orange one, allowing us to admit

too-real condition wherein people are just plain

more people into our Sanctuary on Shabbat

tired of dealing with COVID-19 and the restrictions

morning, we are consciously NOT loosening up on

that it has forced upon us. We are, all of us, tired

the care we are taking to keep ourselves and the

of wearing masks, tired of being restricted in our

members of our community safe. We are still

travel, terribly frustrated by not being able to see

requiring that all people in our building wear

our children and grandchildren, tired of not being

masks. We are still requiring pre-registration for

able to go out to eat, socialize with friends, go to

attendance at any of our religious services. We

theater and opera, hear live music, go on

are still capping attendance on Shabbat

vacations… you get the picture without my

morning at 150 people, and mandating that

painting it more explicitly, because you’re feeling

people attending who are not in a “pod”

it as much as anyone else. I certainly feel it too.

together maintain at least six feet of separation
when they find seats. We are still asking you to

It doesn’t take much extrapolation to hear how it

wash your hands frequently, and employ all of

has crept into our political dialogue as well, taking

the related techniques to stay free of virus.

issues like wearing a mask and transforming them
from public health issues to political posturing.

We are in this struggle for the long haul. There is

When science is subjugated to politics, very bad

not a “cure” or a vaccine around the corner, and

results are inevitable.

no matter who wins the presidential election, we
are going to be going mano-a-mano with

I mention all this because I believe, passionately,

COVID-19 for many more months. Let’s try and

that this is NOT the time to be relaxing our

refocus on what really matters here, and that is

standards and practices for curbing the spread

simply STAYING HEALTHY. We all miss those

of the virus. In truth, I believe that exactly the

elements of the lives that we lived before we
knew what COVID was, and it’s certainly OK to
admit that. But at the same time, we are healthy,

De-Stress with FHJC
Mondays, Noon via Zoom

we have food to eat and a community that is
dedicated to helping us make it through, and we
have our faith in a better future. Let’s keep our
eye on the ball. This is not the time to be
“fatigued”; it is time to rededicate ourselves to

Warm company and professional

staying well, and helping each other.

support from Mitchell Frank and Ariela
Frieder.

We are, indeed, stronger together!

Come share your concerns and hopes.
See the online calendar for the Zoom
link or click here.
Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik
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NOTES FROM THE HAZZAN
Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum
These past nine months have created the strangest

was different this year from what it has been in the

conditions that most of us have ever faced. Plans

past no matter where you were, but if you earnestly

have had to be put on hold, weddings postponed,

brought your own desire to be united with our FHJC

funerals took place but people were prevented from

family for the holidays we all experienced the

being present at the final farewell of loved ones,

meaning and sanctity of these days.

being together with friends and family became so
difficult for many, and even coming together in real
time for worship and camaraderie turned into an
almost insurmountable situation. But we have
persevered!

We have now begun having Shabbat services in the
Sanctuary, with a mandated limit of 150 people,
although the most recent spike again lowered that
limit to 25 people. We hope that we will soon be able
to safely raise that number in the near future and that
you will feel safe enough to join our community in

Rabbi Skolnik and I have spent many hours trying to
figure out ways to create moving prayer experiences
on Shabbat and holidays, as well as on Tuesday and

prayer. Until that time, we are thankful for technology,
and Zoom in particular, which has enabled us to stay
together as a united congregation.

Thursday evenings both in person and via Zoom. We
believe that we had a most meaningful Rosh

It continues to be our prayer that this year be a good

Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot whether you were

year, a sweet year, and a year of renewed health for

in the Ben Zion Bokser Sanctuary or at your computer

us, our families and all of our loved ones.

screen in your own home. The experience
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum

THE PRESIDENT'S PEN
Romi Narov
Summer is now a fading memory and the short days of winter are knocking on our doors. On November 1st
we gain an hour of sleep but lose an hour of sunlight. I for one would be happy to be able to hold on to that
additional hour of sunlight.

Looking back on the two months that passed, a lot has been accomplished. We were able to hold in-person
services for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and the first two days of Sukkot, while maintaining our Zoom
presence for those of you who don’t yet feel comfortable venturing into the Sanctuary. But we were also
made aware of how fragile our existence is these days, when we were forced to go fully virtual for Shmini
Atzeret and Simchat Torah because of a rise of COVID-19 infection rates in our backyard.

The uncertainty associated with the pandemic makes it very difficult to

counter to what decorating the Sukkah is all about. We are

plan in our personal lives as well as our communal lives. Every plan

now planning the resumption of our adult education

becomes a basis for changes as we must remain vigilant in doing our

programming in the virtual world. I am looking forward to what

share to curb the spread of the virus. But planning we must. Our

is being planned for us. I am sure you are too.

continued existence as a community depends on it.
This month we will be celebrating Thanksgiving, a holiday that
Religious School and Nursery School are up and running. While it feels

usually brings family and friends together for a festive meal. It

like a roller coaster ride most of the time, we are holding on. Our

is surely going to be different this year. I hope that all of us will

building is once again filled with the sounds and voices of our students,

find a meaningful way to celebrate. This year it is important to

even if muffled by face coverings. What an accomplishment.

remember those who paid the price of this pandemic. It is also
important that we remember all the things we do need to be

We resumed the celebrations of B'nei and B'not Mitzvah in the

thankful for. This year, more than any other year.

Sanctuary. These celebrations are surely going to look and feel very
different from past years, but are much more than we could have

I am thankful for the good will and cooperation that you all

hoped for in April, May and June when COVID-19 was ravaging our city

extended to me during these difficult first months of my

and state.

presidency.

Kudos to The Sisterhood of FHJC for going virtual and resuming their

Wishing all of you a healthy winter. Stay Safe!!!

programming on Zoom, including a knitting session. Men’s Club kept
alive the tradition of decorating the Sukkah. This event also took on a

Romi Narov

special flavor this year because of the need to social distance, which is
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NEWS FROM NURSERY SCHOOL
Lynn Fisher
When I sat down to write this article before we reopened in September I thought, “Where will I
begin?” I looked back at what I wrote in September/October 2019. I wrote about the ethical
behavior of adults, the ethical behavior of children and how we can instill ethical behavior in
our littlest learners. I began to think about today’s society and the importance of ethical
behavior in this COVID world. As communities and nations worked together to confront the
corona virus pandemic, difficult decisions were made that raised challenges including
imposing restrictions on individuals and groups, economic collapse and dire health and safety
protocols. When I think about this past spring and the loss of academic skills and social
development for our children, I think about the ethics that were used in making these very
difficult decisions. Keeping our children, families and all citizens safe was of the utmost
concern. Thinking about how public officials responded to the pandemic leads me back to
ethics. The use of contact tracing and then isolating or quarantining individuals who have had
contact with people infected with COVID-19 has proven to be among the most effective tools
in reducing transmission of the virus. But individuals and doctors want to make sure individual
rights don’t disappear.

And then I thought about other topics I wrote about last year. When I reviewed the Message
from November/December 2019 I wrote about the questions of anti-bias education of young
children. I discussed the book You Can’t Celebrate That!: Navigating the Deep Waters of
Social Injustice Teaching by Louise Derman Sparks and Julie Olsen Edwards. I focused on the
importance of talking with children about differences at a young age.

Our work at FHJC Nursery originates with intentional teaching

As school has reopened, our children have been able to get

about inclusion, equity and equality. Again, I began to think

back to what they do best; explore, create and learn. I think

about today’s society and the importance of preparing our

it is safe to say that COVID came as a shock to the world but

children to live and succeed in our diverse world. This spring

also to our school community - the unforeseen school

and summer we were faced with the very difficult and

closures, the loss of jobs, the financial impact and the

emotional losses of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and so many

emotional toll. As we navigated our way through this

others. I reached out to the Nursery School families to explain

challenging time, post-COVID trends became clearer. We

the important of talking with young children in a

are committed evermore so to new health and safety

developmentally appropriate way about acceptance

procedures, creating and sustaining relationships, being

regardless of people’s differences. I suggested books by Ezra

flexible and adaptable and of course sparking curiosity and

Jack Keats or We’re Different, We’re the Same (Sesame Street),

the love of learning. As our children returned to school, they

Doc Like Mommy or Please Baby Please which are age

needed a great deal of social-emotional support and

appropriate and allow parents the opportunity to point out how

guidance. We have all experienced this together. Social

different and wonderful all children/people are. Explaining

emotional learning and self-care strategies for students,

that not everyone has the same look or traditions is important

parents, and educators will be integral in laying a solid

for children to learn. Children need to understand that this is

foundation for learning. Social emotional learning was

the norm. Building a strong foundation in acceptance of all is

always a central point of our curriculum but it matters more

what’s important. In the January/February 2020 Message I

now than ever.

concentrated on kindness - the quality of being friendly,
generous and considerate. In today’s world there is nothing

Reopening wasn’t as simple as opening the doors. We

more important than that. Kindness allows us to place the

couldn’t just go back to the way it was. It was essential that

needs of others before our own interests. Oh how we need

we set up our environments, our classrooms, with this in mind.

kindness today.

All of our children, families, and staff need to feel safe and
valued, and the learning will follow. As we have in the past,

A year later we are facing many of the same issues. As I wrote

we are continuing to think beyond the child and recognize

in the 2020 Update Message this past spring, things are so

that the social-emotional support we provide has to extend

different. Our learning modality changed to something we

to everyone. Communication between teachers and families

never thought we would use with young children. Even though

will continue to be critical. I expect that teachers and

we were teaching remotely we still emphasized being curious,

families will continue to work closely together and to see

taking care of others, embracing challenges and practicing

each other as a team. And I hope that going forward, the

gratitude. Although things looked bleak this past spring, the

work teachers do with children is as highly valued in the

Nursery School focused on things getting better and having joy

future as it was this past spring.

increase.
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EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT
Jessica Braginsky
FHJC is here to support you! That’s my message for

But wait-there’s more. While Religious School

this year. Empathizing with the stress that we are

was officially over, we continued with a month

all facing and the additional challenges of caring

of informal on-line programs. Our Sunday

for children at this time has motivated the staff of

morning offerings through June included Kids

the Forest Hills Jewish Center and the staff and

Kongregation with Riki Nieman, Junior

teachers of the FHJC Religious School and Nursery

Congregation-style minyan with Aaron

School as well as countless volunteers to reinvent

Yavelberg and youth group fun with Karen Stein

ourselves. To create programs and events, services

and Adam Monaco.

and learning, that have never before been offered
in ways we could not have imagined last year at

And just when you thought we were done-we

this time.

offered more learning to our students and
families. Students enjoyed a July full of on-line

Despite COVID, Jewish learning continues to enrich

ulpan. With Shiri Lavi’s instruction, our budding

the lives of our students and families. The Religious

Hebrew speakers made cake in a mug and

School finished last year with a Zoom Siyyum, two

concocted slime all while learning foundational

words which were probably never before

modern Hebrew vocabulary. And our youngest

juxtaposed.

learners explored the sights, smells, tastes and
sounds of havdalah with our Shavua Tov
program taught by the master teacher, Susan
Ticker. We even had a joint youth activity with
new friends from Midway Jewish Center in
Plainview, because Zoom makes distances
disappear.

As our families try to interpret current events for
our students we offered a unique family
program to support them. We teamed up with
an amazing facilitator, Michael Davis, who is
himself a Jew of color. Michael guided us to
examine these important questions: What is
racism? What does Black Lives Matter mean?
Why is this something that we should care
about as Jews?

As we begin a new Religious School year, I look

Check out our slide show recap of the year: https://youtu.be/PUf5clJcsOo

back at the powerful learning and educational
fun we had this summer. It teaches me a lesson
that I will lean on throughout 5781. The
opportunities for engaging learning have
changed but not diminished. The need for
community is more imperative than ever. We

The Good Place Watch Party
Wednesdays, 4:30 PM via Zoom
Watch an episode of The Good Place with your

can do good, be kind and link to our tradition in
unconventional and successful ways. I hope
that it also shows that FHJC is here to support
our students and families.

May this be a year of health, healing and

FHJC friends. We begin with a recap, so you can

strength for the FHJC community, our country

join in even if you have never watched the show

and the world.

before. And if you have, it’s even funnier the
second time.

See online calendar for Zoom link or click here.
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SISTERHOOD
Debra Weil
Atid – Limud – Chesed; These words greeted me

I thought about

Atid – the future, and the

as I got dressed for Shabbat services at Forest

continuing uncertainty that we face everyday

Hills Jewish Center. As I fastened my Torah Fund

in the world of 2020. What will the next few

pin to my dress, I thought about the themes these

months bring? Will there be a vaccine? Have

pins represented, the hopes and dreams that

we truly turned a corner with the virus

were felt each time the pins were worn.

transmission, or just in a holding pattern until
the next spike? The future continues to remain

I thought about

Limud – learning, and how I

a mystery, that we will face together.

would wear that pin on the first day of the

B’Yachad!

semester, as I began a new adventure with my

Together –

students for that year. What is our Limud going to

hasn’t joined the others on my dresser; the 5781

The missing pin that

look like this year, our Shabbaton and Scholar in

Torah Fund pin and theme that is the key to

Residence, and all our programming as we

how – we will face the future – we will be

continue integrating distance learning, Zoom,

B’Yachad – together. We have seen how when

and maybe, some day, some face-to-face

we are all working together we are able to

interactions?

face the challenges and conquer the
difficulties that seem so insurmountable. The

I thought about

Chesed – loving kindness; how

Sisterhood of FHJC has worked together with

we all reach out to each other during this long

WLCJ, BQLI, and with all the professionals (and

strange year. Our evening “check-ins” on Zoom,

volunteers) throughout this pandemic to

celebrating happy times together, and reaching

provide programs, fun and games, and

out to mourn those who were lost. Surprisingly,

sometimes just a Zoom “place” to hang out

the loss of being together in person has opened

with people and knit, crochet, sew or just chat.

up programs and communication with those

In the coming year we will continue together

physically distant, and has brought them closer to

with all of you virtually and in-person, and

us (what is physical distance when we are all

together we will celebrate this new year, new

socially distancing anyway?!).

beginnings together with old friends.

It was wonderful to welcome so many of you
"into" my Sukkah and to visit (albeit virtually)
the other Sukkot in our community while
sharing members' memories of the holidays in
their past. Sisterhood will be having our Book
Discussions, both daytime and nighttime, on
December 3rd, and we are getting ready for a
special Hanukkah Program on December 16th
where we will celebrate Mathilde Schechter's
Birthday, Hanukkah, and a discussion of
Zurbaran's "Jacob and His Twelve Sons"
paintings. Make sure to see The Blast each
Rosh Hodesh for all our programs, news and
recipes, and join us each Tuesday for
Woolgatherers and the popular "Walking,
Posture and Balance" exercise group. We will

Zubaran's Jacob's Twelve Sons
Wednesday, December 16th at 8pm

all be there

B'Yachad - together!

-Debra Weil, FHJC SIsterhood President

Sisterhood celebrates Hanukkah and Matilda Schechter's birthday with
Candice Koerner leading a discussion of Zubaran's paintings of Jacob's Twelve Sons
(on Zoom). RSVP to sisterhood@fhjc.org for link.
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ADULT EDUCATION
Judy Gostl and Lisa Levy
With everything happening on Zoom, Adult Education will be no exception. The challenge of
creating a replacement for the Shabbaton took a little creativity but we have come up with a
workable and interesting plan. Also, Rabbi Skolnik has been working on a replacement for our
annual Scholar-in-Residence program.

We will arrange for our talented members to teach either on an early Saturday evening
immediately after the Havdalah Zoom (especially in midwinter when Shabbat ends early), or
before Havdalah, or on a weekday night after the Limud or minyan. There will only be one
session at a time instead of 4 sessions at a time as we did at the Shabbaton. It makes the
choice easier for our members: to attend or not to attend rather than choosing which of many
good options to attend. We are in the process of scheduling teachers and will announce plans
through online fliers and the new version of Shabbat Shalom.

In the meantime there are many options for education already existing from which you may
choose. Rabbi Skolnik will be teaching a Parshat HaShavuah class on Mondays at 1:30 2:45PM. Shimon Yaacov Laxer is teaching Tanakh on Thursdays at noon. Currently the class is
tackling difficult ideas raised by our texts. The Hebrew Lit group is beginning to meet regularly
and you should watch for its announcements. And, of course, there is weeknight study with
Rabbi Skolnik and Hazzan Rosenblum at the Sunday through Thursday 7:30 Limud Zoom (except
on nights when there is an actual minyan.

Judy & Lisa

We are Better Together!
I hope that you had an opportunity to view the art installation on the
Queens Blvd face of FHJC. This art installation is entitled Make This World
a Better Place. It is the culmination of a semester of collaboration led by
Karen Stein and teaching artist Yvonne Shortt, between students at the
Forest Hills Jewish Center Religious School in the 2019 6th and 8th grade,
and participants from the Young Israel Senior League. This
intergenerational artwork speaks to the joys of beginning a new
relationship; from the first uncertain moments of meeting someone new to
the realization that each person is unique and worthy of friendship.

This project was generously sponsored by the Better Together™ Program
which seeks to support the growth and development of our students, and
the health and wellbeing of our seniors. It gives FHJC students an exciting
opportunity to live their Jewish values.

Thank you to Teaching Artist-Yvonne Shortt and Mayuko Fujino who
guided the participants and co-created this piece. Ms. Shortt is a public
collaborative sculpture/installation artist who incorporates sustainability,
race, equality, and/or disability into each piece.

Another part of the program was encouraging students to put their
reflections on building intergenerational relationships into writing for an
essay contest, Better2Write, sponsored by Better Together. Entries for the
writing contest focused on how the students were impacted by the
program, as reflected in their feelings about seniors, aging, and the
mitzvah of caring for the elderly. Our winning essay was written by Sadie
Bauer’s. The Legacy Heritage Better Together program awarded Sadie up
to 50% of the cost of (i) a Jewish summer camp program, or (ii)
semester/gap-year program in Israel.
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MAZAL TOV TO OUR B'NEI MITZVAH
ABIGAIL KRONENBERG
Bat Mitzvah, October 17, 2020
Abigail Ilana Kronenberg (Abby) is so grateful to celebrate her bat mitzvah at the Forest Hills Jewish
Center during these trying times. As a newborn, Abby celebrated her naming at FHJC and despite
the tsuris with the building project, she is thrilled that the same sanctuary is still intact for this special
day. Abby attended FHJC pre-school, currently attends FHJC Religious School and is an eighth
grader at Metropolitan Expeditionary Learning School. Abby appreciates the efforts of the large
number of people who made this day possible as well as her little sister Rachel who will always be
her biggest fan.

MADELINE FORMAN
Bat Mitzvah, October 24, 2020
Madeline G. Forman was born in Manhattan and is a lifelong Forest Hills resident. She attends
Garden School in Jackson Heights. Maddie loves reading and writing and has always wanted to be a
teacher. Maddie is passionate about Roblox; creating art especially cartoon figures; annoying her
brother, Sam; and, again, reading and writing. Her favorite animal is the cat but it is unlikely that she
will ever have one where she lives now: her father, Preston, is very allergic. Mom, Tami, is just nonplussed by cats. Maddie would like to thank everyone who helped her accomplish this day and
especially Hazzan Rosenblum. She also thanks her grandparents, Linda Forman and Fabian Forman,
and Thomas and Theresa Monahan, who will be watching from Massachusetts.

ZACHARY HABERT
Bar Mitzvah, November 21, 2020
Zachary is a student at NEST-New explorations into science, technology, + math & FHJC Hebrew
School. His favorite subject is math & he enjoys many activities including: bike riding (especially on
trails), playing soccer, baseball and basketball, watching scary movies, playing video games,
spending time with his brothers and puppy, and collecting baseball & soccer cards. Zachary is
thankful to have had the opportunity to learn with Rabbi Skolnik, Hazzan Rosenblum and the many
teachers he has had over the years. He has eagerly been waiting for this momentous occasion to
arrive, as it was delayed, and is excited to be finally sharing his Bar Mitzvah with his family and
friends!

DYLAN FRIEDMAN
Bar Mitzvah, December 5, 2020
Dylan has lived in Forest Hills his whole, long life! He is currently in 8th grade at Louis Armstrong
Middle School. Dylan enjoys playing the piano, singing, classic games and technology, music, and
traveling. He sings a mean Karaoke! He has attended summer camp at Camp Cody in New Hampshire
since he was seven years old. He has also been to Space Camp in Canada with his school. Dylan has
a seven year old younger brother, Sam, who he hopes to pass along all his worldly knowledge to.
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Schedule of Services
Unless otherwise indicated, our current schedule of services is as follows:

Ma'ariv, Tuesday, Thursday -- In-Person (By RSVP) and Zoom, 7:30 PM
Limud, Sunday, Monday, Wednesday evenings -- Zoom, 7:30 PM
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat, Zoom, 5:45 PM
Shabbat Morning, In-Person (By RSVP), Zoom, 9:30 AM
Havdalah, Zoom, See Calendar

Children's Havdallah
Join us outside FHJC on
November 7, 21 and December 5
for a special family Havdalah.
5:30 PM

All events/classes will meet on Zoom unless otherwise noted.

Parashat Hashuvah Group
Mondays, 1:30-2:45 PM via Zoom
Join Rabbi Skolnik each Monday on Zoom to discuss the
fascinating weekly Torah portion.

See online calendar for Zoom link or click here.
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Schedule of Services
Unless otherwise indicated, our current schedule of services is as follows:

Ma'ariv, Tuesday, Thursday -- In-Person (By RSVP) and Zoom, 7:30 PM
Limud, Sunday, Monday, Wednesday evenings -- Zoom, 7:30 PM
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat, Zoom, 5:45 PM
Shabbat Morning, In-Person (By RSVP), Zoom, 9:30 AM
Havdalah, Zoom, See Calendar

Happy Hanukkah!
Hanukkah Sameach
Hanukkah Begins Thursday, Dec. 10

All events/classes will meet on Zoom unless otherwise noted.
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HEBREW LITERATURE GROUP
The Hebrew Literature Group is continuing to meet during this COVID era, but on
a weekday, not Shabbat, which allows us to pair our literary selections with music.
Our next meeting will be

Thursday, November 12th, at 5 pm, and we will try to

keep to a monthly schedule at a Thursday, 5 pm time slot. Whereas last month we
studied two classic poems by Yehudah HaLevi set to exquisite music by the
contemporary Israeli composer/singer, Etti Ankri, in this coming meeting both
selections will be contemporary songs. The first, by the well-known Ehud Banai, is
a throbbing rock performance; the second, by the much less well known Tamar
Philosof, who reminds me of Jacques Brel (okay, maybe that's excessive praise,
but I think she's a real talent), is a quiet, beautiful ballad. Come join us! Bring your
own wine and cheese. We have a tentative date for December's Hebrew
Literature Group -

Thursday, December 3rd at 5 pm. Further notice to follow.

SURJE: Standing Up for
WEEKLY ONLINE LEARNING
Racial Justice & Equity
ShimonYaakov Laxer

After George Floyd was murdered this past May,

We recently finished chanting through the Book of

Rabbi Skolnik authorized a group of shul members

Deuteronomy on the sabbaths, which ended up

to lead the charge of evaluating our community’s

having an uncomfortable amount of passages in

place in addressing racial justice issues, and we

which Moses instructs the Israelites to commit

formed a committee dedicated to Standing Up for

themselves to a Holy War!

Racial Justice and Equity (SURJE).

Join us as a few of us get together to really wrestle with this, digging deeper
into the text as we try to understand what such difficult, and justifiably

SURJE’s mission is to help educate FHJC members

disturbing passages are doing in the books we hold to be sacred.

on racial justice issues and to advocate for

We meet every Thursday on ZOOM from noon until 1:15.

marginalized members of our religious and broader

Email ShimonYaakov Laxer at shimon_yaakov@aol.com for more info and/or to

Queens communities. We hope to help our

be added to the recipient list for the ZOOM link. All are welcome, and all of our

community evolve through dedicated programming

content is available online for you to catch up on if you are joining anew.

and by making educational resources available to
all. We recognize that this work is often difficult

Out of all of our ancient Israelite prophets, Isaiah is more consistently beloved
beyond all of the others. While he oftentimes looked around to find a flawed
and broken world, his vision was able to transcend, soaring high above it. And
he had such masterful command of the Hebrew language, wielding it like a
virtuoso as he played with rhythm, with sound, and with poetic imagery.

Join us Friday mornings on ZOOM from 10:30 to 11:45 as we read through
selections of his oracles and prophecies, focusing on the Hebrew but

and we encourage community members of all
walks of life, ages, and experiences to engage
with us in future events and programming — even if
doing so may be out of your comfort zone at times.
You can find more information on the FHJC
website, or feel free to get in touch with us at:
FHJC.SURJE@gmail.com.

translating everything as we go, supplementing it with background readings
and thought-provoking discussion.
Email ShimonYaakov Laxer at shimon_yaakov@aol.com for more information,
and/or to be added to the recipient list for the ZOOM link.

SISTERHOOD AND SURJE-FHJC
PRESENTS EVENING BOOK DISCUSSION:

THE COLOR OF LOVE:
A STORY OF A MIXED-RACE GIRL
BY MARRA B. GAD

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2020 8:00 PM (ZOOM)
Email sisterhood@fhjc.org by December 1 to receive the Zoom link.
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Happy, healthy and sweet
NEW

YEAR

5781

Rabbi Gerald and Robin Skolnik, Hillel, Sharon, Dafna, Liav and Hadar, Leora, Yoni, Calanit and Meirav,
Talya and Adam and Matan
Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum and Susan Ticker, Leora, Jesse, Rena, Dafna and Eitan, Shira and Ari
Anna Grosz, Michelle, Alan, Rachel and Daniel and
Diane and Michael, Max, Rebecca, Nathan and Noah and Kenneth, Andrea and Lauren
President Romi Narov, Hilla, Woody, and Sam, Danielle and Jim, Michele and Jordan
Executive Director Deborah and Jacob Gregor, Dan, Rachel, Miri and Violet
Director of Education and Engagement Jessica Braginsky and Howard Berman,
Reuben, Joshua, Aaron and Gideon
Early Childhood Director Lynn and Michael Fisher, Zoe and Zachary
Office Manager Laurie and Roy Worthman, Michael, Courtney and Miles
THE ABRAMS FAMILY

FELICIA, BEN, JESSICA, REBECCA & JOSH LEEMAN

ILANA, BILL, ARIEL, ALIZA, & JOSHUA ALTMAN

MICHAEL & RITA LIEBERMAN AND FAMILY

HELAINE & ANDY BASS AND FAMILY

VALERIE & JACK LEIBLER AND FAMILY

BARBARA BERNSTEIN AND FAMILY

SUE & FRED LEVINE

MR. & MRS. STANLEY BLUM AND FAMILY

TIKVA, ZAHAVA, HANNA, & DOROTHY MAHLAB

DEBBIE & JEFF BOCHNER, NICOLE, ADAM & JACK MALITZ,

MR. & MRS. OSKAR MATZNER AND FAMILY

AMY & JARED NEWMAN

DR. AND MRS. MAURICE H. MILLER

LOTTIE & HENRY BURGER AND FAMILY

ROZ OKUN AND FAMILY

NANCY, RICHARD, JACOB, & ABBY CHASE

ALYSSA, HOWARD, MADISON, HAILEY & MELISSA POLLACK

ROBYN, WILLIAM & LAUREN CIMBOL & MICHELLE & OFIR

PAULINE, MARK, MELISSA, ROBBIE, ERICA, MAX & REESE

MAZOR

RAPHAEL

HARRIET, LINDA, & TED COHEN

MENA & JACQUELINE ROKHSAR AND FAMILY

MARLA, JORGE, DAVID, & SAMSON CORNEJO

GRACE SCHWARTZBERG

GEORGETTE & ANTHONY DANKNER AND FAMILY

AUDREY LOU SEVIN AND FAMILY

ELLEN ELOWITZ AND FAMILY

THE SILVERSTEIN FAMILY

NORMAN & REBEKAH FASSLER AND FAMILY

THE WEGS: SUSAN, ARNIE, JUSTIN, COURTNEY, SKYLER, LANA,

ALEX FEINGOLD

GEOFFREY, GLADYS, MARLEE, ELLE, RUSSELL, CARLY,

DIANE, LEONARD, MATTHEW, AMY, ELLA, & LILY FOGELMAN

WESLEY, MASON & ZACHARY

HELAINE & JOE FOX, JOSH & JILL, STEPH & ALEX,& ZOEY,

DEBRA, GARY, LAVEY, AARON, & TSVI WEIL

SABLE & ARI FOX

ERWIN WEINBERG

THE BLOCH GOLAN FAMILY

MIRIAM WEINTRAUB

ELLIS & MARCIA KANE HITTNER

SHELLEY, JUSTIN, ASHLEY & ETHAN WEINTRAUB

JAARI FAMILY - LOUIS, ARIE, ZVI SHLOMO

ESTHER K. WOLBERGER AND FAMILY

JAARI NAGLER FAMILY - OREN, YAEL, TALIA, ADA
JAARI WHELAN FAMILY - DRS. AVIVA & DUSTIN
RAE THEISE KERZNER AND GARY KERZNER AND FAMILY
TEMMA & AL KINGSLEY AND FAMILY
BARBARA & JERRY KLIBANOFF AND FAMILY
CANDICE & CARL KOERNER AND FAMILY
MARIAN & MARTIN KRASILOVSKY AND FAMILY
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PULPIT FUND
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab
– in honor of the birth of Monica & Ezra
Lagnado’s granddaughter, Nava
Monica & Ezra Lagnado – thank
you to Rabbi Gerry & Robin Skolnik for
wonderful zoom sessions

Monica & Ezra Lagnado – with
appreciation of Gary Kerzner
for honors received

Susan Simon – in honor of Abigail
Kronenberg’s Bat Mitzvah
Sarah & Stephen Markowitz – in
gratitude to Jessica Braginsky for
arranging Seder meals for Passover

Regina Geber – in gratitude to Jessica
Braginsky for arranging Seder meals for
Passover

Daisy & Stewart Alter – in gratitude for
the many zoom sessions over the holidays
and beyond!

Georgette & Anthony Dankner – wish
Barbara & Jerry Klibanoff and all

Anne Frankel – in memory of her

Tikva, Zahava, Hanna, Dorothy Mahlab –

paternal grandparents,

in appreciation of their friendship with

Moshe and Bertha Frankel
Roz Feuer – in memory of Ivan Minser

Norman Gursen
Monica Lagnado – with appreciation to
Dr. Judy Beizer for honors received on

Donations were made in memory of

Greta Mares by:
Roz Feuer
Esther Feldman
Lisl Topper
Deborah & Andrew Witlin
Nancy & David Lerner
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab

Yom Kippur

Monica Lagnado – with appreciation to
Dr. Judy Beizer for honors received
Eric Kober & Laurie Lax – in gratitude to
Judy Beizer for honors received
Sarah & Stephen Markowitz – in
gratitude to Judy & David Zipkowitz for

Donations were made in memory of

their kindness

Julius Ross by:
Lucy Ross
Diane Ross
Goldie Baumzweig
Wakefield Building Board of Directors

Ruth
Baran-Gerold’s father, Michael Baran by:
Penny Steinitz
Romi Narov
Donations were made in memory of

Donations

Richard Chase’s
father, Lawrence Chase by:
Romi Narov
Esther & Seymour Hirsch
Felicia & Ben Leeman

were made in memory of

Deborah & Andrew Witlin – in
memory of Sue Levine’s brother,
Ivan Sobel

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND
Donations were made in
Romi Narov – in honor of the birth of
memory of Irwin Feldman by:
Lisa & Richard Charschan
the complete and speedy recovery of their Helaine & Joe Fox’s grandson, Ari Seaver
Pauline, Mark, Melissa, Robbie, Erica,
Mitchell Hefter
esteemed doctor and dear friend,
Max & Reese Raphael – in honor of their
Felicia & Ben Leeman
Arnold Weg
Aunt Rhoda’s special birthday
Monica & Ezra Lagnado & Family
Ellen Elowitz – for the full & speedy
Carole & Mark Gothelf & Bonnie & Barry Bass Family – in memory of Jon Mohrer’s
recovery of Marcia Baskin
Gothelf - in honor of Romi Narov
mother, Beverly Mohrer
Sue & Fred Levine – in gratitude to Rabbi
becoming President of FHJC
Monica & Ezra Lagnado – in
Skolnik for prayers said for Ivan Sobel
Judy & David Zipkowitz- in honor of the
memory of Linda Farhi
Jay Luger & Zeke Luger – in gratitude to
birth of Elizabeth Caudle & Matthew
Mark Raphael
Zielgelbaum’s daughter, Abigail
KIDDUSH FUND
Alan Kirschner – in gratitude to Judy
Judy & David Zipkowitz – in gratitude to
Monica & Ezra Lagnado & Family – in
Beizer for honors received
Bill Regen for all of his help and advice
memory of Lillian Eckstein
Regina Geber – in gratitude to Rabbi
Judy & David Zipkowitz - in honor of the
Skolnik for acknowledging her father’s
Bat Mitzvah of Joelle Schrag
yahrzeit
Roz Feuer – in gratitude to Jessica
Regina Geber – in memory of her father,
Braginsky and the Religious School
Benedicto (yahrzeit)
Rita & Michael Lieberman – in gratitude
Georgette & Anthony Dankner – in
to Elizabeth Caudle for her kindness
loving memory of her mother,
Margaret Verebes
Jeffrey Stark – in memory of his brother,
Yisrael Zalman Ben Abba Leib’s 28th
their friends at FHJC a happy Passover

Georgette & Anthony Dankner – for

yahrzeit

Dorothy Mahlab – in loving memory of
Lillian Eckstein
Ellen Elowitz –in memory of
Edward Rosenblatt
Rhonna & Brian Rogol – in memory of
Beverly Mohrer
Arthur Cader – in memory of
Ms. Judith Oaks
Arthur Cader – in memory of
Mr. Anthony Ruggi
Ellen Cordes- in memory of
Frances Oppenheim

Sisterhood Daytime Readers Presents

The Engineer's Wife
based on the true story of Emily Warren Roebling.
December 3, 2020 at 2:00PM
Email sisterhood@fhjc.org to
receive the Zoom link for this session
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Life Cycles

Refuah Shelemah רפואה שלמה

Hamakom Y’nahem המקום ינחם

a full and speedy recovery to

...may God grant comfort and consolation to those who have

Lisa Schlesinger, mother of Center member Debra Weil

lost a loved one:

Marcia Baskin

Keith Chernin on the loss of his dear mother Marilyn Chernin

Mazal Tov מזל טוב

Rebecca Spilke on the loss of her dear grandmother

Kim Rutsky on the loss of her dear father, Aubrey

Abbie Hellman on the loss of her dear grandmother

…to those in our Center family who are celebrating a simcha:

Ruth Baran-Gerold on the loss of her dear father, Michael

Marilyn & Eli Hertz on the birth of their grandson

Baran

Helaine & Joe Fox on the birth of their grandson, Ari Seaver Fox

Richard Chase on the loss of his dear father, Lawrence

Odette & Tomer Gafner on the birth of their daughter

Jonathan Mohrer on the loss of his dear mother, Beverly Mohrer

Ruth Baran-Gerold on the upcoming marriage

Alissa Stollwerk on the loss of her dear father, David Stollwerk

of her son Sam Gerold to Jana Orenstein

Felicia Miller Leeman on the loss of her dear father,

Pauline Clements on the birth

Rabbi Amos Miller

of her great granddaughter, Brielle Ava Clements

Esther Wolberger on the loss of her dear sister, Rose Strauss

Judy & Matt Beizer on the marriage

Hilda Chusid on the loss of her dear mother, Greta Mares

of their son, David to Cara Levinson

Sue Levine on the loss of her dear brother, Ivan Sobel

Rochelle & Daniel Papernik on the Bar Mitzvah

Jayne Goldberg on the loss of her dear father

of their grandson, Jonah Chaim Papernik

Mark Weinblatt on the loss of his dear mother, Eileen Weinblatt

Tami & Preston Forman on the occasion

Renee Glick on the loss of her daughter, Laura Glick Farhi

of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Madeline
Jaci Flug & David Kronenberg on the occasion

We mourn the loss of our dear Center members:

of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Abigail

Lillian Eckstein

Jessica & Alan Habert on the occasion

Irwin Feldman

of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Zachary

Gloria Schantz

Jennifer & Evan Friedman on the occasion

Julius Ross

of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Dylan

May their memories be for a blessing

Joanne & Haskell Klaristenfeld on the birth
of their great grandson, Allan Jack Silvera
Toby & Allan Silvera on the birth of their grandson, Allan Jack Silvera

Acknowledgements con't
JACK & RUTH NELSON FUND
Dorrie Berkowitz – with thanks to Judy
Beizer for her care and guidance
Dorrie Berkowitz – in gratitude to Michele
and Doug Weiner for their
love and friendship

Dorrie Berkowitz – in appreciation of the
entire FHJC community for their
good wishes and concern

Dorrie Berkowitz – with thanks to Rabbi
Skolnik and Robin Skolnik for their
care and support

Stephen G. Nelson – in memory of his wife,
Susan H. Nelson
Stephen G. Nelson – in memory of his
mother, Ruth Nelson
Stephen G. Nelson – in memory of his
father, Jack Nelson
Stephen G. Nelson – in memory of his
mother-in-law, Julie Lotte Baum
Stephen G. Nelson – in memory of his
father-in-law, Carl Baum

HAZZAN'S MUSIC FUND
Dorrie Berkowitz – with thanks to Nagilah
for their love and support

Dorrie Berkowitz – with thanks to Hazzan
Henry Rosenblum and Susan Ticker for

HENRY M. KATZ MINYAN CLUB FUND
Rita & Michael Lieberman – in honor of
the ordination of Jacob Greenberg
(grandson of Ruth & Arthur z”l
Goldschmidt) as a Cantor

their care and concern

Nancy & Richard Chase – in honor of
Hazzan Rosenblum’s 10th anniversary at
FHJC

Monica & Ezra Lagnado – Mazal
Tov and thank you to Susan Ticker &
Hazzan Rosenblum
Monica & Ezra Lagnado – in memory of
Greta Mares
Eric Kober & Laurie Lax – in
memory of Rabbi Amos and Hannah B.
Miller, parents of Felicia Leeman
Jaci Flug & David Kronenberg – in
gratitude to Hazzan Rosenblum for
making sure the simcha happened and
most importantly being an influence in

Abby’s life

JACK VOGEL FUND
Elaine Vogel – in loving memory of a
wonderful father J. Savin Garber
Elaine Vogel & family – in loving memory
of a beloved husband, father &
grandfather, & Past President,

Jack Vogel

(43rd yahrzeit)

LEAH WEINBERG MEMORIAL FUND
Lesley & Allen Kanter – in memory of
Michael Bernstein
Lesley & Allen Kanter – in memory of
Stanley Horowitz
Lesley & Allen Kanter – in memory of
Leah Weinberg
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Book of Remembrance
On all designated holidays when Yizkor is recited, Rabbi Skolnik will read the names of those inscribed in the Book of Remembrance.

Davora Abraham

Rosalie Fuchsberg

Julius D. Kahn

Joseph Lestz

Jack Schaeffer

Yakov Hassid Abraham

Meyer Fuchsberg

Kate Kahn

Leon Levin

Lillian Schaeffer

David Abrahams

Dr. J. Savin Garber

Frances Kalikow

Charles Levy

Leo Schain

Syd Garber

Morris Kalikow

Pearl Levy

Martha Schain
Harold Schantz

Madeline Abrahams
Barney W. Adler
Henrietta K. Adler
Esther Anapolsky
Samuel Anapolsky
Arthur Ball
Otto Josef Baruch
Berthold Bear

Faith Garfield

Nathaniel Saul Kane

Ludwig Loewenstein

Philip Garfield

Benjamin B. Katz

Margaret Loewenstein

Elias Segal

Benedicto Geber

Haskel Katz

Dr. Jack London

Mildred Segal

Marta Geber

Helen F. Katz

Dr. Edward Mahlab

Irwin Seitenbach

Feiga Rosa Ginsburg

Miriam Katz

Suzette Mahlab

Malvin Sevin

Albert Glazer

Morris M. Katz

Lionel Malamed

Albert Shaw

Cecelia Glazer

Fred E. Katzner

David Maryasin

Ruth Shulim

Clara Glazer

Gladys Kenner

Leopold Lipot Mayer

Annette Silberman

Lisa Bear

David Glazer

Max Kenner

Rose Guttman Mayer

Ruby Silberman

Martin Bear

Gussie Glazer

Herman Kingsley

Theodore Mayer

David Skolnik

Toni Bear

Arnold Glick

Marion Kingsley

Michael Mayorowitz

Lillian Skolnik

Victoria Benghiat

Fannie Glick

Henry Kletter

Gertrude Mayorowitz Lukacs

Edward Skornicki

Ida Benghiat

Irving Glick

Sophie Kohn

Harry Mesard

Natalie Skornicki

Edwin Berger

Max Glick

Louis Kohn

Lily R. Mesard

Mildred F. Smith

Ruth Rhoda Glick

Aaron Korn

Rabbi Amos W. Miller

Agnes Sobel

Helen Goldenberg

Lillian Korn

Hannah B. Miller

Irene Sobel

Sherry Sue Goldenberg

Fortuna Kovalsky

Chaskel Morgenstern

Ivan Sobel

Martin Goldman

Max Kovolick

Irene Morgenstern

William Sobel

Julie Berger
Sol Berley
Sydell Berley
Jean Roberta Biegelson
Sidney Biegelson
Edward Birnbaum
Evelyn Blum

Lola Joy Goldman

Leo Kra

Carl J. Moskowitz

Deena Soloway

Celia Goldman

Adolph G. Kraus

Charlotte Moskowitz

Joseph Stark

Norman Peter Goldman

Samuel Kravitz

George Moss

Katalin Stark

Abraham Goldsmith

Melanie Krieger

Irving Moss

Pearl Strauss

Robert Blum

Harold Goldsmith

Abraham Krumbein

Jack Nelson

Amy Lisa Sturm

Abe Blumstein

Mary Goldsmith

Sarah Krumbein

Ruth Nelson

Judith Susan Sturm

Rabbi Baruch Micah Bokser

Benjamin Goldstein

Benjamin Krumholz

Abraham Okun

Ida Sumerfeld

Kallia Bokser

Carl Goldstein

Henry Krumholz

Celia Okun

Meyer Sumerfeld

Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser

Dave Goldstein

Jack Krumholz

Theodore Okun

Sally Tenenbaum

Aaron Broder

Herb Goldstein

Mera Krumholz

Harvey L. Perlstein

Fred Theise

Jennie Broder

Nettie Goldstein

Rose Krumholz

Jeanne S. Perlstein

Leslie Ticker

Rita Goldstein

David Kule

Isidore Platkin

Marvin Ticker

Cantor Isaac Gorsky

Eugene Kule

Shep Porter

Max Troper

Sylvia Broder
Milton Bruck
Ruth Bruck
Dora Butnick
Milton Butnick
Irving Cahn
Hugo N. Cahnman
Elaine Charap

Sylvia Gould
Ann Grossman
Cantor Erno Grosz
Gertrude B. Gruenberg
Jascha Gurewitz
Bella Hahn
Fred Hahn

Hyman Sid Citron

Celia Haims

George DePinna

George Haims

Marcia DePinna

Joseph Haupt

Abram Dykerman

Celia F. Heiferman

Alfred Dykerman

Cookie Heiferman

Erna Dykerman

(Esther Rose Signet)

Herman Dykerman
Ester Dylewski
Lola Eckstein
Helene Falik
Estelle Feiner
Sonia Gurewitz Fink
Abraham Obiedzinski Fink

Solomon G. Heiferman
Jean Claude Heilberg
Ray F. Heitner
Solomon Heitner
Anna Heller
Arthur Heller
Jesse Heller
Morris Heller

Philip Fogelman

Albert Hirsch

Rose Fogelman

Herta Hirsch

Pauline Fox

Sybil Hyman

Randy Fox

Nathan Hyman

Sam Fox

Eva Lea Jaari

Stella Frank

Lochem Avichai Jaari

John Steven Fuchs

Geraldine Kule
Philip Kule
Isidore Kulichefsky
Jennie Kulichefsky
Barbara Kupferberg
Herbert Kupferberg
Cantor David Kusevitsky
Elaine Kusevitsky
Patricia Lily Kusevitsky
Harry B. Lader
Helen J. Lader
Murray Landau
Dorothy Lapin
Samuel Lapin
Elayne Leef
Larry Leef
Mark Leef
Rabbi Albert Leeman
Edward Lehem
Fortuna Lehem
Marco Lehem
Palomba Lehem
Sol Lehem
Charles Leibler
Frieda Leibler
Abraham Lerner
Clara Lerner
Maurice Lerner

Tauba Potik

Jack Vogel

Yefim Potik

Laura Vogel

Perla Raphael

Bessie Walker

Raphael Raphael

Ellen Bea Walker

Irwin Reich

Joseph Walker

Stephen Reich

Leon Walker

Feiga Remetier

Marie M. Walker

Frank E. Riesenfeld

Robert Walker

Sylvia Rolnick

Rose Walker

William Rolnick

Jacob Wallach

Carla Rosenblum Bromberg

Raoul Wallenberg

Carolyn Rosenblum Lubin

Stanley Weg

Howard Rosenblum

Alfred A. Weinberg

Jonathan Rosenblum

Selma Weinberg

Dr. Louis Rosenblum

Anna Weiner

Lillian Rosenthal

Morris Weiner

Seymour Rosenthal

Isidore Weinkselbaum

Sidney Roth

Jennie Weinkselbaum

George Rozsa

Jerry Weinkselbaum

Toni Pernitz Ruda

Walter Weintraub

Sabina Safier

Herbert Weiser

Simon A. Safier

Milton Winograd

Gladys Salup

Estelle Zafran

Abraham Salzmann

Ira Zalbe

Elizabeth Samuel

Frieda Zielonka

Siegfried Samuel

Harry Zielonka

Irving Savitz

Abraham Zwick

Ruth Savitz

Dora Feldman Zwick

Josef Samuel Fuchs

If you are interested in placing a name in the Book of Remembrance, or on a Memorial Plaque, contact the Center Office or lworthman@fhjc.org.
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