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Ac ve Shooter      
Preparedness 
Presenta on 

Sunday 
November 17—10:15 AM 

Ac ve shooter incidents are unpredictable and evolve quickly. 
In the midst of the chaos, anyone can play an integral role in 
mi ga ng the impacts of an ac ve shooter incident. The De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS) aims to enhance pre-
paredness through a "whole community" approach to help us 
prepare for and respond to an ac ve shooter incident. 
 
We invite our members and everyone associated with FHJC to 
join us in our sanctuary, when Kevin Peterson of 
the Department of Homeland Security will deliver a 
presenta on on Ac ve Shooter Preparedness. The 
presenta on will discuss past ac ve shooter incidents as well 
as how we can prepare for and recover from an Ac ve Shoot-
er situa on. Most importantly, the presenta on will focus on 
what each individual should do to survive an ac ve shooter 
incident.    
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Ge ng into Gear 

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

I so love when 
the Jewish holi-
days are late (I 
know, I know, 
they’re never on 

me, they’re either early or late); it 
affords us all a chance to breathe a bit 
more deeply a er the summer, and pre-
pare ourselves for the inevitable ordeal of 
the eat-pray-sleep cycle that is the He-
brew month of Tishrei. When Rosh Hasha-
nah is near Labor Day, there’s no me at 
all to retool ourselves spiritually, or physi-
cally. 

That said, holidays that are as late as this 
year’s cycle essen ally have us star ng 
the year in earnest already two months 
into it. Here it is, November, and our pro-
gramma c year is, basically, just begin-
ning! 

For the High Holidays to have any real and 
enduring significance in our lives, there 
needs to be follow-through. The intensity 
of those weeks of relentless synagogue 
services and ea ng (or over-ea ng) can’t 
be allowed to have us default into an 
equal and opposite lengthy “break” from 
our spiritual lives. I understand “shul fa-

gue.” Some of you may think that rabbis 

and cantors don’t experience that feeling, 
but that’s hardly the case. By the me the 
holidays are over, we’ve had more than 
enough. But Jewish life goes on, even in 
the more prosaic weeks of MarHeshvan! 

Our special service on the Shabbat morn-
ing of November 9 affords us all the op-
portunity to begin this year (dare I say the 
obliga on?) by marking two significant 
anniversaries for the Jewish community. 
On October 28, just a few short weeks 
ago, the one-year anniversary of the mur-
der of eleven Jews in Tree of Life Congre-
ga on in Pi sburgh took place. And, on 
November 8 and 9, Jews around the world 
will mark the 81st anniversary of Kris-
tallnacht, the “Night of Broken Glass,” 
when countless synagogues in Germany, 
Austria, and surrounding areas were de-
liberately set ablaze by the Nazis. 

Rather than have two separate commem-
ora ons, we have decided to commemo-
rate both tragic events on the morning of 
November 9, with special readings and 
memorial prayers, and a sermon dedicat-
ed to apprecia ng both anniversaries in 
the context of resurgent an -Semi sm 
around the world. There is a lot to be con-
cerned about right now- one need not be 

accused of being paranoid because of 
seeing an -Semi sm around far too many 
corners. It behooves us to pause, remem-
ber, and reflect what has happened to us, 
where we are now, and where Jewish life 
might be going in the context of these 
concerns. That is exactly what we shall do, 
as a community. We shall strengthen each 
other, and together we shall all be the 
be er for ir. 

That said, Jewish life is not all about 
memory and sadness! Look carefully at 
the calendar of upcoming events in the 
months covered by this issue of the Mes-
sage, and find at least one or two that 
sing to you, either literally or figura vely. 
Like we read only a few short weeks ago, 
“Choose life!” is God’s way of command-
ing us to live a life that celebrates our 
blessings, even as we are mindful of the 
challenges we confront. 

Let’s “do Jewish life” together, both the 
somber and the joyous. I look forward to 
sharing this year with you. 

 

 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

The Message USPS 340-300 The Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-
06 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY 11375-4248. 718-263-
7000, Fax: 718-520-4369. Website: h p://www. jc.org. Affiliat-
ed with the United Synagogue of Conserva ve Judaism. Pub-
lished bi-monthly September-June. Subscrip on: $25 per year 
(included in membership dues.) Periodicals postage paid at the 
Post Office in Flushing, NY. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to The Forest Hills Jewish Center. 106-06 Queens Boulevard, 
Forest Hills, NY 11375-4248. Editorial Board: Karen L. Stein 
(Editor), Gerald C. Skolnik (Rabbi), Henry Rosenblum (Hazzan), 
Deborah Gregor (Execu ve Director), Jessica Braginsky (Director 
of Educa on and Engagement), Lynn Fisher (Director, Early 
Childhood Educa on),  Laurie Worthman (Office Manager). 
Officers: Ilana Altman (President), Deborah Ball Witlin (Vice 
President), Romi Narov (Vice President), Randi Zwick-Marks 
(Vice President), David Zipkowitz (Vice President), Bill Re-
gen (Treasurer), Helaine Fox (Secretary). Arms: Men’s Club, 
Warren Wankoff (President), Minyan Club, Be y Korb 
(President), Sisterhood, Debra Weil and Marcia Belgorod (Co-
Presidents). Opinions expressed in The Message are the au-
thors’ and do not necessarily represent those of the Forest Hills 
Jewish Center, its officers and Board, or the Editorial Board. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

NOTES FROM THE HAZZAN 

Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum 
Music plays a 
cri cal part in 
enhancing life 
according to 
scien sts and 
sociologists, 
but of course 

we have known that for years without 
their having to tell us! As humans we 
gather around campfires and sing, we 
pass the hours of car rides by singing, 
we sing lullabies to our young, we sing 
love songs to people who are special 
to us, and so forth. As Jews, we sing 
our prayers in shul, use melody when 
we chant from the Torah and the 
prophets, sing songs as we light our 
Hanukkah candles, sing songs through-
out the Passover seder as we retell the 
story of our libera on from slavery, 
come together to sing as we celebrate 
Israel’s Independence, and on and on. 
There are really no occasions when we 
do not raise our voices in song, be they 
joyous or sad mes. We sing as indi-
viduals and perhaps even more im-
portantly, we sing together in groups. 
It is the combina on of making music 
with the shared experience of doing so 
that nurtures the soul.  

On Sunday a ernoon, November 24th, 
we will be gathering as one communi-
ty, Jews, Chris ans, Muslims, Sikhs, to 
celebrate our religious freedom at our 
annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. 
There will be camaraderie, some 
speakers, some communal singing and 
of course, some musical presenta ons 
from a number of the congrega ons, 
including our own choral group, Nagi-
lah. The service, which is hosted by a 
different house of worship each year, 
will take place at Our Lady of the An-
gelus Church on 98th Street in Rego 
Park at 4pm. We strongly encourage 
you and your children to par cipate in 
this special gathering and to raise your 
voices in song with us. There is much 
to be thankful for in our country and 
this is a wonderful way to express our 
thanks while upli ing our souls.  

I hope to see you there. 

B’Shalom, 

Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum 

 

 NOVEMBER EVENTS 

November 1 Family Shabbat Dinner 

November 14 Evening Book Discussion 

November 17 Ac ve Shooter Presenta on 

November 24 Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

 DECEMBER EVENTS 

December 13‐14 Shabbaton 

December 14 Rock and Roll Night 

  

  

  

  

  

December 8‐9 Bookfair 

November 9 Cinematek: The Lost Crown 

December 7 Cinematek: Redemp on 

  

 

DMD (Da Music Doctor)    Bass Man Myron    

 Big Mike    CatyCakes   Reb G  

Lady Sara     Dugginz    Shor e D  

Notorious EGreenBee  Country Dan    
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THE PRESIDENT’S PEN 
As I write this 
ar cle on 
Erev Sukkot, 
we s ll have 
so much 
‘holiday me’ 
ahead of us. I 
am well 
aware that 
by the me 
The Message 

is published, our Chagim will be in the rear 
view mirror and a five day work week will 
be a much welcome reality. With the holi-
days falling late, we hope for warmer and 
drier than usual weather so we can enjoy 
Sukkot to the fullest. In my book, it can 
never be too warm. 

Sukkot is our early fall thanksgiving fes -
val. Our ancestors were acutely aware of 
the cycle of the year, praying for rain in its 

me, dew in its me, all to ensure a boun-
ty to sustain them for the year. And they 
not only prayed for such blessings, but 
presented from their bounty as a gi  of 
thanksgiving. Before we know it, we will 
celebrate our mid-fall Thanksgiving to-
gether with our fellow Americans.  A sec-
ond me to gather with friends and family 
and be aware of the bounty. Two opportu-
ni es in a span of a few weeks to recall 
how much we are grateful for. 

As a community we too have much to be 
thankful for. As I noted in my words a er 
we recited Kol Nidrei, we should be proud 
of the success of our schools, our adult 
educa on, social programming, communal 
acts of chesed. We remain a thriving com-
munity.  As I walked through the syna-
gogue this morning I was presented with 
much to be thankful for – a sukkah beau -
fully decorated by volunteers of all ages, 

spearheaded by our Sisterhood, Men’s 
Club and United Parents,  a bima decorat-
ed by Bernstein-Pollack-Shine families as 
has been their tradi on for many years, 
through mul ple genera ons, Bonnie Das-
sa delivering sea ng arrangements she 
had just completed with Terri Goffner for 
our annual Sukkot luncheon, Alyssa Pol-
lack stopping by to discuss plans for the 
children’s Simchat Torah ice cream cele-
bra on, a note to Susie Spodek to confirm 
delivery of the apples she was arranging,  
also for Simchat Torah. So much to be 
thankful for all in the span of two hours. 
All made possible by our volunteers. 

In our community let’s give thanks for our 
bounty of blessings, for the blessing of 
community, and for our volunteers and 
professionals who are busy behind the 
scenes keeping us thriving. 

Ilana Altman, President 

EDUCATION 
I am never truly ready to return to the regular back-
to-school rou ne.  This year, as I traded my beach 
chair and carefree days for school books and daily 
rou nes, I realized I was ready for this year to start.  I 
suppose that I was excited to see what both the 
Nursery School and Religious School had planned for 
the year.  

 As expected, the school year got off to a great start.  
On September 9th the Religious School started the 
year with an assembly of all the parents, teachers, 
and children in the Sanctuary followed by a Welcome 
Back Breakfast.   Parents had an opportunity to min-
gle, catch up with friends, and plan for the year to 
come.  On September 15th the Religious School fami-
lies spent the morning in Long Beach a ending Sha-
charit on the Beach.  It was a great morning of pray-
er, learning, and surfing.  Everyone who a ended 
had a great me.   

The Nursery School also held its Welcome Back Picnic 
on Sunday, September 15th in Cunningham Park in 
Fresh Meadows. The weather was beau ful and par-
ents, teachers, and children all had a great me! The 
picnic and the breakfast really helped get the school 
year off to a great start.  

We celebrated the holidays with special Junior Con-
grega ons led by Ben and Felicia Leeman and, for 
our youngest children, special Kids Kongrega ons led 
by Morah Marcy Mirkin.  A special thank you to each 
of them for planning the services and programs for 
our children and families.    

Both the Nursery School and Religious School invited 
families to celebrate Sukkot in the sukkah.  Everyone 
enjoyed the me with family and friends.  We began 
our celebra on of Simchat Torah with an ice cream 
party! A er a special Hakafot for children, the chil-
dren and their families enjoyed ice cream and other 
treats in the ballroom. Thank you to the Pollack fami-
ly for sponsoring this wonderful program. It was 
great that so many smiling children were dancing 
with the Torahs.  

It was an honor to hold the chuppah while the Gimel 
Religious School class received their Siddurim during 
Shabbat services on October 25th. They were so 
proud to par cipate in the service and to receive 
their siddurim.  Mazel tov! 

Family Shabbat Dinner was held this year on Friday, 
November 1. This is always one of our most success-
ful and enjoyable events and this year was no differ-
ent.  It was amazing to share Shabbat with so many 
families.  The room was full of cha er and laughter.  
It was a truly marvelous way to begin Shabbat.  
Please watch for our next Family Shabbat Dinner and 
plan to a end. 

Please save the date for the Scholas c Book Fair.  
This year the Book Fair will be held on December 8 
and 9.  This will be a great opportunity to purchase 
Chanukah gi s while suppor ng United Parents. 
Please consider being a volunteer for this program.  

(Con nued on page 5) 
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KOL NIDRE 2019 / 5780 

Dear Friends, 

As Vice-President of Fundraising, on behalf of the Kol Nidre Com-
mi ee, I hope that you found purpose and spiritual inspira on 
during this past holiday season. Although the High Holidays may 
seem light years away, the Kol Kidre campaign is s ll underway. 

I recall my words last year in which I spoke about life at the Forest 
Hills Jewish Center.  We are a vibrant house of worship, but also a home in which we cele-
brate life’s milestones and comfort one another when we suffer. For many of us, coming to 
shul on Shabbat allows us greet our friends to catch each other a er a busy week.  We edu-
cate our children, provide learning opportuni es for adults and engage in making the world 
a be er place by providing social ac on programs.  We strive to look forward without for-
ge ng our history. 

As we head into the New Year, we maintain our commitment to living within our means.  
Our expenses are monitored closely and we are fortunate to have thriving early childhood 
and religious school programs.  Addi onally, our current space has afforded us the ability 
to generate income from excess spaces in the building.  However, our opera ng budget 
reflects the challenging economic mes in which we live. Dues represent less than fourteen 
percent of our budget, and thus we rely on your generosity for financial security and stabil-
ity. 

As individuals we can each make a difference by accep ng the challenge of maintaining the 
financial security of our synagogue. The Kol Nidre commi ee made an effort to reach each 
of you to request your par cipa on in our annual campaign.  Every member has been re-
quested to donate to the best of their ability.   Every dona on, no ma er what the 
amount, is greatly appreciated.  FHJC is an organiza on that is fortunate to have so many 
commi ed members.  Volunteering remains part of our fabric, as does financially sup-
por ng our shul.   But to con nue to be a vibrant synagogue community, I ask that each of 
you make FHJC your top charitable dona on.  As members of this community, each of us 
can make a difference.   

Recognizing that we are o en busy juggling various responsi-
bili es in our lives, the Kol Nidre Commi ee reached out to 
members by telephone and email.  We found that the email 
follow-up was o en a be er way to get our message out.  A 
number of members took advantage of the PayPal op on 
instead of sending a paper check to the office.  Many mem-
bers appreciated the op on of making a pledge with a “click 
of their mouse!”  

For those of you who have already made your 2019 Kol Nidre 
dona ons or submi ed your pledges, thank you for your 
generosity. If you have not made a Kol Nidre pledge in the 
past, we hope you are convinced that suppor ng our syna-
gogue is a worthwhile endeavor.  For those of you who have 
given in the past, but have not contributed this year, please 
support us again.  We hope you will also consider “moving 
up” to the next level of support.  To make your dona on, 
contact the office (718 263 7000 x203)  or go to our website 
to make your dona ons. 

May 5780 bring happiness, peace, good health and friend-
ship to our en re FHJC community. 

With warm regards and many thanks, 

Deborah Ball-Witlin, VP of Fundraising  

Joe Fox, Rae Theise Kerzner, and Michael Landsman               
Kol Nidre Appeal Co-Chairs 

Thanks to Richard and Nancy Chase 
for organizing the Honey fundraiser. 
And thanks to Susie Spodek for or-
ganizing the Apple Fundraiser. And 
thank you to everyone who par ci-
pated!   Both fundraisers were a 
success and helped everyone cele-
brate a sweet new year. 

Detailed informa on will follow 
about addi onal upcoming events. 
Please consider volunteering with 
United Parents. Programs and 
events depend on the help of the 
parents. Please help out any way 
you can. Thank you to those who 
already volunteer and dedicate their 

me. We look forward to your con-
nued efforts. 

So, while I some mes miss those 
carefree days si ng on the beach, 
especially as the weather is star ng 
to turn colder, I wouldn’t want to go 
back since there are so many ex-
ci ng things happening at FHJC. 

Randi Zwick-Marks 
VP Educa on 

(Educa on, con nued from page 4) 
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FHJC Religious School is an 
Asset For Your Child’s Devel‐
opment 

In March 2019, the Jewish Edu-
ca on Project published the 
GenZ Now report.  It contains 

informa on and analysis about Jewish teens today.  It is based on 
data collected from the largest study of American Jewish teens 
ever conducted (with 17,576 teens par cipa ng).  This study will 
inform my ar cles this year.  I encourage you to take a look at it. 

The study started by developing outcomes for Jewish teens.  
They asked: what a tudes, competencies, values, and social 
skills do Jewish teens need to become successful adults?  From 
research on youth development we know that all children go 
through developmental stages.  As they do, they acquire a set of 
personal assets, or supports, which help children face the chal-
lenges and opportuni es ahead. These assets allow youth to be-
come resilient—able to bounce back from adversity.  These as-
sets are called the “Six C’s of Posi ve Youth Development”—
competence, confidence, connec on, caring, character, and con-
tribu on. Two addi onal C’s were added, Jewish content and 
context, to this framework to encapsulate the Jewish orienta on 
we strive for in our children. 

Evidence shows that the ability to successfully develop these 

assets depends to a great extent on the support and assistance 
they receive from the people and ins tu ons around them.  That 
is why we have made it a goal for this year to develop friendships 
between our students and build the capacity for empathy in our 
students.  Each teacher is challenging her or himself to design 
learning and fun ac vi es that will help students get to know 
each other and appreciate the gi s and kindness of their class-
mates.   

At FHJC it is our belief that Judaism and Jewish life can add tre-
mendous depth and value to individuals in every life stage. As a 
staff we are beginning a book study to focus our efforts to cul -
vate the 4 c’s of connec on, caring, character, and contribu on, 
all key elements of Jewish values.  Please join us as we read Un-
Selfie; Why Empathe c Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World 
by Michele Borba.  Dr. Borba has found that empathy not only 
fills the world with kindness, it also plays a surprising role in chil-
dren’s happiness and success.  Further, empathy can be taught.  
If you are interested in reading this book alongside us, please let 
me know!  We have a free copy of UnSelfie for the first parent 
who contacts me. 

Jewish wisdom says that the world rests upon three things; To-
rah, avodah (o en translated as prayer) and gemilut chasadim, 
doing acts of loving kindness.  Pirkei Avot 1:2.  Cul va ng empa-
thy in our students is enabling them to more fully engage in 
these Jewish values.  

Educa on and Engagement 

Jessica Braginsky 

Dear FHJC Community, 

Shalom Aleichem! I am overjoyed at the opportunity to become a part of your kehila 
this year as a Rabbinic Intern. I have already had the good-fortune of mee ng many 
of the families connected to the Religious School, and I am beyond grateful for how 
quickly I have been made to feel welcome and at-home. 

Engaging with Torah has been a passion of mine ever since I discovered the Talmud 
as an undergraduate student studying psychology and philosophy at the University 
of South Carolina. This passion would result in my making my way to Israel a er 
gradua ng - two amazing years of which were spent learning in yeshivah - before 
finally enrolling in Rabbinical School at the Jewish Theological Seminary, where I am 
currently in my fourth year of studies. Sharing this enthusiasm for Torah is one of my 
greatest sources of joy. 

With that, in addi on to my involvement in the Religious School, I look forward to 
star ng up a weekly adult’s gemara habura, or study group, in which I invite anyone 

with interest to join me in se ng out on the path of learning a chapter of Talmud together. All backgrounds and skill levels would 
be welcome - par cularly anyone who has yet to experience the thrill of delving into such a vast, exci ng and wondrous work. I 
have no doubt that the discussions that this meless piece of literature will evoke will be deeply fulfilling, frui ul, and enjoyable. 

On a personal note, I was born in Montreal but grew up in North Carolina. During down- me, I could very likely be found com-
pe ng in a game of squash, playing chess in Bryant Park, or in the kitchen roas ng freshly-harvested coffee beans - a hobby I love 
sharing with anyone and everyone who appreciates top-quality coffee. 

Thank you once again for the warm and welcoming hand you have already extended – I am so privileged to be spending me this 
year growing and learning with such a community. I look forward to con nuing to meet and ge ng to know you – be it in the con-
text of synagogue services, group or 1-on-1 Torah learning, or even just over a cup of coffee. 

All the very best, and of course a shana tova umetuka,  ShimonYaakov Laxer 
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One size does not fit all.  I just 
finished reading You Can’t Cele-
brate That!: Naviga ng the Deep 
Waters of Social Jus ce Teaching 
by Louise Derman Sparks and 

Julie Olsen Edwards, which explores the ques ons of an -bias 
educa on for young children.  This is especially important as our 
Jewish schools reflect a growing number of diverse families.  
You Can’t Celebrate That! is a case study that reveals a teacher’s 
thought process and introduces the idea of a “learning story”.  
Let me start at the beginning.   This story starts with a preschool 
class si ng down for lunch.  A young boy expresses his excite-
ment for the upcoming holiday of “Shana Tova.”  Another child 
in his class states, “you can’t celebrate that!  Only white people 
celebrate Rosh Hashanah.”  This story explores iden ty, religion 
and culture in response to a biased comment made by one child 
to another in her diverse preschool class.  It examines how im-
portant it is that we begin talking with children about differ-
ences at a young age. We must prepare our children to live and 
succeed in our diverse world.  Our work originates with inten-

onal teaching about inclusion, equity, and iden ty.  

Children typically no ce differences in those around them, such 
as physical characteris cs, at about age 2. This is also the age 
when toddlers begin to form feelings based on significant others 
in their life, including parents and teachers. 

LuAnn Hoover, an instructor of family studies and human ser-

vices at Kansas State University, states, "A tudes are caught 
not taught." [It's like the old saying, 'Ac ons speak louder than 
words.']  While there is not one best way to teach children 
about similari es and differences, young children o en learn 
best through their own experiences. Children also learn through 
play in their younger years.  Children play out their life experi-
ences, trying on different roles.  Learning about diversity is im-
portant because children need to learn to respect all people and 
understand that everyone is alike in important ways, but also 
unique in others.  

Teach your child about gree ngs from around the world. In the 
United States, people say hello. In India, people bow and put 
their hands together and say “namaste.” In Israel, people greet 
each other with “Shalom.”  In France, people kiss three mes on 
the cheek. Showing your child the way people from different 
countries greet one another is a fun way to teach about cultural 
differences and tradi ons.  

Learning about diversity also affects a child’s social and emo-
onal development.  Learning to have respect for others is a 

life me social skill that posi vely impacts his or her developing 
sense of self. 

This is a me when differences in religion and culture seem to 
divide our communi es.  We must ins ll the values of respect 
and tolerance in our children as it enriches our lives and brings 
new ideas to our world.   

News from Nursery School 
Lynn Fisher 

Tseerim 
Grades 2‐4 

Tseerim met in September and had 
a blast crea ng decora ons for the 

Sukkah and laughing over pizza! 
Mark your calendar and plan to join 

us! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

12:30‐1:30 PM 

December 15 
 

For more Informa on, contact   

Marcy at FHJC.Tserim@gmail.com 

 

 

Grades 5‐7 
Kadima kicked off the year in Sep-
tember with a Kadima Welcome 

Back Party. Throughout September 
and October, Kadima enjoyed  

Cupcake Wars, Game Night  
and Pizza in the Hut.  

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

6:00—7:30 PM  

November  17 & December 8 
 

METNY Kadima Shabbaton 
November 23-24 

 
For more Informa on, contact Adam 

at FHJC.Kadima@gmail.com 

Grades 8‐12 

Our Teens/ USY came together for 
Shabbat Dinner, volunteered at 
Masbia Soup Kitchen, and had     

dinner with Rabbi Skolnik in the  
Sukkah. We also had representa ves 

at the METNY Regional Opening  
program, and the Regional and     

Interna onal Fall Board weekends. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

6:00—7:30 PM  

November 17 & December 8 
 

METNY USY Fall Kinnus 
November 8-10 

 
For more informa on contact Karen 

at FHJC.Teens@gmail.com 
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Friday night Keynote Presenta on: 

Looking Back While Moving Ahead 
 

A Brief History of The Forest Hills Jewish Center: 

 its beginnings, its hurdles, its growth, its personali es, its con nuing vibrancy 

Presenters: Barbara and Jerry Klibanoff, Members for 50 years 

Barbara was employed as Editor of the Message, the Journal and other Center publica ons for 
32 years and became the unofficial archivist under the aegis of some founding members. Jerry 

has served in several Execu ve posi ons and chaired and served on many important                 
commi ees. 

Saturday, December 14 
Shabbat services at 9:00AM followed by a Cholent Kiddush in the Heller Family Ballroom 

8 different classes to choose from for a ernoon study (Childcare available)   

The Shabbaton expenses 

are sponsored by some of 

our members.  The list will 

be available on the day of 

the program.  

RSVP by Tuesday,             

December 10 by returning 

the form to the FHJC 

Office, or online at 

www.FHJC.org/Shabbaton 

Join our community as we come together to celebrate Shabbat Reserva ons 

required for 

dinner,              

all classes and 

childcare. 

Friday Night, December 13                                             

5:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv 

Following services, there will be a tradi onal Shabbat dinner (by reserva on only) 

7:45 PM  Keynote Presenta on– Looking Back While Moving Forward— (open to all)                                   

We will join Hazzan Rosenblum in singing Zemirot throughout the evening.                                          

Friday night Dinner reserva ons: Age 13 and up—$30 per person / Age 4-12—$12 per person  

SESSION 1—Choose from A‐D (1:15‐2:00 PM) 

A – Dr. Stephen Teitelbaum—Prostate Cancer Screening: A Window into the "Theology of Medicine"— We will 
use the ever-evolving approach to prostate cancer screening as a springboard to discuss scien fic truth.  The dis-
cussion will include the concept of evidence-based medicine, the scien fic method, and the basics of epistemolo-
gy. Ul mately, the ques on will be how we know what we know, and invite us into thinking about the dis nc on 
between so-called scien fic "truth" and religious "belief." Stephen prac ces urology in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
B – Nora Lee Mandel—What Is an Israeli Film? In Israel, government funds are usually essen al for a director to 
get a film produced.  The previous administra on threatened to censor films that “undermined” the country’s im-
age, and campaigns are organized to protest funding of specific films.  As to other support, film fes vals and thea-
ters have blocked films if the cast includes an Israeli (Jewish/non-Jewish) and/or a Pales nian.  I’ll give recent ex-
amples of these controversies and we can discuss what makes a film Israeli?  Nora Lee Mandel has been a film 
cri c for a dozen years, par cularly covering movies of Jewish and women’s interest. 
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SESSION 2—Choose from E‐H (2:15‐3:00 PM) 

C – Ira Beer‐ Torah trop—More Than Just a Melody.  What does trop do for us?  What are some of the basics of its 
structure?  How does it impact the meaning and structure of the words? Though Ira has never had any formal train-
ing in this topic, over the course of the last 34 years, he has read from the Torah over 1,500 mes and 
has completed 20 full cycles of the Torah as the Baal Korei at FHJC.  Through the course of that effort he has picked 
up a few things here and there.  He also has a collec on of kunim which includes volumes from 9 different publish-
ers. He likes reading the introduc ons to the kkunim and looking for discrepancies in the trop between the differ-
ent volumes.  
 
D – Jessica Braginsky—From Words to Meaning; Using Art to Journey from Keva (rou ne) to Kavanah 
(inten on).  Do you yearn for an authen c prayer voice? Meaningful prayer is not easy. We will analyze some rea-
sons why, mine the prayer texts for inspira on and unclog our prayer prac ce with (Shabbat appropriate) crea ve 
art. Jessica is the Director of Educa on here at FHJC.  

E – Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor—"God is not Human, that God would change [God's] mind": Balaam vs. Samu‐
el:  A Prophe c Face‐off.  Balaam is typically viewed as a fool or a villain, while Samuel has been compared favorably 
to Moses.  This class will explore the following ques ons, looking closely at biblical text:  What are the qualifica ons 
of these two prophets, and what are their characters?  What is the difference between their messages? Can two 
prophets say the same thing about God, and yet make very different claims? (How would we know who is 
right?!) Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor was ordained from JTS in 1995, where she went on to complete "about half" 
of an advanced degree in Hebrew Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Languages. 

F – Marcia Belgorod—An Explora on of Israeli TV—Many of us have watched Sh sel, or at least heard of it, but 
there is a lot more Israeli television available in the United States. In addi on to the programs that are directly avail-
able on sources like Ne lix, there are also American programs based on Israeli ones; there are also Israeli pro-
grams produced for American television: and the major Israeli produc on company is now also producing American 
programs. In this session, we'll see what happens when you talk about TV without looking at a screen. Marcia 
Kaplan Belgorod is Co-President of FHJC Sisterhood. Born in Brooklyn, raised in Oceanside, she has a BA from 
Brandeis and an MBA from Columbia. Her interest in television stems from growing up during the early days of the 
medium and having a daughter who majored in it in college.  

G – Shimon Yaakov Laxer—An Explora on into the Blessings over the Torah‐The blessing over Torah and Torah 
study is one of those beau ful and evoca ve passages of our liturgy in which several different and deeply important 
sen ments are expressed, touching upon gra tude, joy, and hopes.  Let's go b'iyun, taking an in-depth look into the 
meaning, the inten on, and the fascina ng history behind these words.  We will be looking at sources from the To-
rah, Talmud, and tradi onal and contemporary commentaries, and all texts will be provided in both the original He-
brew and with English transla ons. Shimon Yaacov Laxar is serving as our Rabbinic Intern this year. 

H – Adam Monaco—With Great Koach Comes Great Responsibility, Volume 3: Stan Lee—Stan Lee was known as 
the creator of many legendary comic book characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, and the X-
Men. Whether it is on the illustrated page or the silver screen, Stan Lee's impact on pop culture will con nue for 
genera ons to come. Please join us in a discussion of this Jewish writer who has helped bring about an original take 
of what it means to be a "hero." Adam is a middle school English teacher, with nearly two decades of teaching in 
both public schools and yeshivas. Adam runs the FHJC Kadima group, and is the father of two wonderful boys. Adam 
has been keeping comic book stores in business for almost 30 years, and has always been drawn to the Jewish con-
nec on in comic books. 

More Session 1 (1:15‐2:00 PM) 
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Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 10, 2019, for all parts of the Shabbaton.   
Thanks to our generous sponsors, there is no charge for the Shabbaton, except for Shabbat dinner. 
Please use this form to sign up for the dinner and/or the Shabbat a ernoon sessions and childcare. 

Or, register online at www.FHJC.org/Shabbaton.  

Family	reservations	for	Friday	Night	Dinner:	

 # of adults age 13 up at $30:         ______  

 # of children age 4–12 at $12:      ______ 

 # of children age 3 & under free: ______ 

List first name & last name of all par cipants please: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________ _____________________   _____________________________ 
Address     Phone    Email 

Total for dinner: $ ___________ Handicap Access Required  ___yes  ___no    # of Vegetarians _____  # of GF _____ 

Please seat me with:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is payment of $__________ for the Shabbat dinner.          _____# Children needing childcare during presenta on  

Credit card info (MC or Visa)_______________________exp___________ or enclose a check payable to FHJC. 

 

Shabbat a ernoon session reserva ons: Please list each family member separately: 

________________________  Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

Childcare Reserva ons 

_________________________       _________________________     
Child’s Name                                               Age Child’s Name                                               Age  

_________________________  
Child’s Name                                               Age   

  

Addi onal dona on to help defray the extra costs of the Shabbaton: $ ________ 

Please send this form with your payment (if a ending the Shabbat dinner) to 

the Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd, Forest Hills, NY 11375   a n: Shabbaton 
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Whenever I 
par cipate 
in any kind 
of “food 
dona on” 
program, I 
always try 
to include 
a container 

of salt with my dona on.  This habit o en 
raises a few eyebrows (“you’re giving 
what to the collec on?”) so I hasten to 
follow up with the explana on. Several 
years ago I read a Rabbi’s ar cle in anoth-
er bulle n detailing how that Rabbi had 
lived for a month only on the income 
someone would receive from Food 
Stamps, and the choices that had to be 
made to stay within that budget.  She 
chose her foods carefully, but wrote how 
one item she missed most dearly were 
spices, which quickly were deemed too 
expensive for her food budget, and were 
seen by her as a luxury she could not 
afford.  She urged people to think of not 
just dona ng the staples to food pantries, 
but to also include some of these “luxury” 
items that can help make food more en-
joyable.  In honor of that ar cle, I give 
salt. 

In the ancient world, salt played an enor-
mous role in the economy and was among 
the most valued commodi es. I highly 
recommend the book Salt: A World Histo-
ry by Mark Kurlansky, a fascina ng look at 
how this spice was so highly valued that it 
served as currency and how every culture 
incorporated customs rela ng to salt as 
well as specific foods derived from salt 
into their cuisine.  In the book of Vayikrah 
we are commanded “You shall not omit 
from your meal offering the salt of your 
covenant with G-d” and in Bamidbar we 
are told “It shall be an everlas ng cove-
nant of salt before the Lord for you and 
for your offspring as well.” Salt is used to 
drain the blood from meat to make it ko-
sher; salt is put on bread a er saying mot-
zi to remind us of the sacrifices in the Beit 
HaMikdash, and to elevate every meal we 
eat into a sacred me.  Think of all the 
idioms that we use that include salt – a 
person is described as “the salt of the 
earth;” “worth their weight in salt;” – tes-

fying to the important role played by salt 
in everyday life.  Even a li le salt can en-
hance the flavor of any food or drink, and 
make a simple food a delight. (And, as we 
approach the onset of winter weather, 
think of the important role salt now plays 

in ensuring our safety as we walk and 
drive on icy roads and sidewalks!) Salt is 
now present in so much of our life, we 
tend to take it for granted – and yet see 
all the ways even a li le shake of salt can 
make a difference.  

The FHJC Sisterhood is looking forward to 
seeing many of you at our programs, and 
helping to bring some addi onal “spice” 
into your life in the year ahead. 

Debra and Marcia 
Sisterhood Co-Presidents 

SISTERHOOD 

Check out this 

month’s “Sisterhood 

Blast” and learn 

more about the 

great ac vi es of              

FHJC Sisterhood. 

www. jc.org/sisterhood/  
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 
Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 
Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congrega on…………..……..10:15 AM - Noon—Li le Synagogue 
Kids Kongrega on…………………....10:45 AM - 11:45 AM—Room M4 
 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat…………………..……See Calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

Thank you to our  

Congrega onal Kiddush Hosts 
11/2 – Della Gappelberg and Adrienne      

Gappelberg in honor of the Bat Mitz-
vah of Sarah. 

11/9— Teri & Robert Goffner in honor of the 
50th Anniversary of  the Bar Mitzvah of 
their husband and father, Steven 
Goffner. 

11/16 – Michelle, Eva & Zoe Picard in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of Izabella. 

 

~ November 2019 ~ Heshvan/Kislev 5780 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
          1 

3 Heshvan 
5:30p Family Shabbat 
Dinner and Kabbalat 
Shabbat 
5:34p Candle ligh ng 

2 
4 Heshvan 
Parashat Noach 
Bat Mitzvah of Sarah 
Gappelberg 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
1p Lit & Learn 

3 End Daylight Saving 
5 Heshvan 
9a Nagillah 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 

4 
6 Heshvan 

5 Election Day 
7 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

6 
8 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

 

7 
9 Heshvan 
8p Exec. Bd. Mtg 

8 
10 Heshvan 
USY Regional Fall Kin-
nus (METNY) 
4:25p Kabbalat Shabbat 
4:26p Candle Ligh ng 

9 
11 Heshvan 
Parashat Lech-Lecha 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
8p Cinematek - The 
Lost Crown 

10 
12 Heshvan 
9a Nagillah 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 

11 Veterans' Day 
13 Heshvan 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 
8p Torah Study with 
Rabbi David Cavill 

12 
14 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

13 
15 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
5p Yoga 
7:50p Yoga 

14 
16 Heshvan 
7:45p Sisterhood Book 
Discussion 

15 
17 Heshvan 
4:20p Candle Ligh ng 
4:20p Kabbalat Shabbat 

16 
18 Heshvan 
Parashat Vayera 
Bat Mitzvah of Izabella 
Picard 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
1p Hebrew Lit 
3p Play in the Gym 

17 
19 Heshvan 
9a Nagillah 
9a RS Bet Family Learn-
ing 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 

10:15a Ac ve Shooter 
Preparedness Presen-
ta on 
7:30p Kadima - USY 

18 
20 Heshvan 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 

19 
21st of Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

20 
22 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
5p Yoga 
7:50p Yoga 

21 
23 Heshvan 
8p Boa Trustees 
Mee ng 

22 
24 Heshvan 
4:15p Candle Ligh ng 
4:15p Kabbalat Shabbat 

23 
25 Heshvan 
Parashat Chayei Sara 
Shabbat M'Va'r'chim 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
1p Lit & Learn 
3p Play in the Gym 

24 
26 Heshvan 
9a Nagillah 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 
4p Interfaith Service-
Our Lady of the Ange-
lus Church-Rego Park 

25 
27 Heshvan 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 
8p Torah Study with 
Rabbi David Cavill 

26 
28 Heshvan 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

27 
29 Heshvan 
Sigd 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

28 Thanksgiving Day 
30 Heshvan 
Rosh Hodesh Kislev 
Building Closed 
8:20a Shacharit 
4:15p Ma'ariv 

29 
1st of Kislev 
Rosh Hodesh Kislev 
6:45a Shacharit 
4:10p Kabbalat Shabbat 
4:12p Candle Ligh ng 

30 
2 Kislev 
Parashat Toldot 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
3p Play in the Gym 

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 

THE 7:30 PM MINYAN,  UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

Please try to a end the minyan on the nights you a end those events.  Thank you. 
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~ December 2019 ~ Kislev/Tevet 5780 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
3 Kislev 
No Religious School 
9a Nagillah 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 

2 
4 Kislev 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 

3 
5 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

4 
6 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
8p Exec. Bd. Mtg 

5 
7 Kislev 

6 
8 Kislev 
4:10p Candle Ligh ng 
4:10p Kabbalat Shab-
bat 

7 
9 Kislev 
Parashat Vayetzei 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
3p Play in the Gym 
7:30p Cinematek- 
"Redemp on" 

8 
10 Kislev 
Book Fair 
9a Nagillah 
9a RS Vav Family 
Learning 
9a RS Zayin Family 
Learning 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 
6p Kadima 

9 
11 Kislev 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 
8p Torah Study with 
Rabbi David Cavill 

10 
12 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
6p B'nei Mitzvah 
Mee ng 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

11 
13 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

12 
14 Kislev 
8p Sisterhood Book 
Discussion 

13 
15 Kislev 
4:10p Kabbalat Shab-
bat 
4:11p Candle Ligh ng 
Shabbaton 

14 
16 Kislev 
Parashat Vayishlach 
Shabbaton 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
3p Play in the Gym 
8p Rock ’n Roll 

15 
17 Kislev 
RS Chankah Program 
(Hebrew Academy) 
9a Nagillah 
9:30a Haken/The Nest 

16 
18 Kislev 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 
8p Sisterhood Event 

17 
19 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 
7:50p Dancing Danny 

18 
20 Kislev 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

19 
21st of Kislev 
METNY USY Pre-
Conven on 
8p Boa Trustees 
Mee ng 

20 
22 Kislev 
4:13p Candle Ligh ng 
4:15p Kabbalat Shab-
bat 

21 
23 Kislev 
Parashat Vayeshev 
Shabbat M'Va'r'chim 
10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
3p Play in the Gym 

22 Hanukkah 
24 Kislev 
Hanukkah: 1 Candle 
No Religious School 
9a Nagillah 

23 Hanukkah 
25 Kislev 
Hanukkah: 2 Candles 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 
8p Torah Study with 
Rabbi David Cavill 

24 Hanukkah 
26 Kislev 
Hanukkah: 3 Candles 
No Religious School 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

25 Hanukkah 
27 Kislev 
Building Closed 
Hanukkah: 4 Candles 
8:20a Shacharit 
4:15p Ma'ariv 

26 Hanukkah 
28 Kislev 
Hanukkah: 5 Candles 

27 Hanukkah 
29 Kislev 
Hanukkah: 6 Candles 
4:15p Kabbalat Shab-
bat 
4:17p Candle Ligh ng 

28 Hanukkah 
30 Kislev 
Parashat Miketz 
Shabbat Rosh Hodesh 
Tevet/ Hanukkah 
 10:15a Junior Congre-
ga on 
10:45a Kids Kongrega-

on 
3p Play in the Gym 
Hanukkah: 7 Candles 
6:30p Shabbat Rosh 
Hodesh/ Hanukkah 

29 Hanukkah (Cont.) 
1st of Tevet 
Rosh Hodesh Tevet 
Hanukkah: 8 Candles 
No Religious School 
9a Nagillah 

30 Hanukkah (End) 
2 Tevet 
2:15p Talmud Class-
ShimonYaakov Laxer 

31 
3 Tevet 
No Religious School 
10:45a Sisterhood 
Balance Class 

  
*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY 

FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN,  UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

Please try to a end the minyan on the nights you a end those events.  

Kids Kongrega on  
10:45 AM with Morah Riki 
Enjoy an informal and fun Shabbat morning experience filled 
with singing, dancing, praying and storytelling. Bring your family 
to celebrate and meet new friends. For children  2-6 years, with a 
parent. 

Junior Congrega on 
10:15 AM –noon with Marcy / Aaron 
For 1st graders with parents and 2nd through 6th graders. A  
oyful, laid-back and age appropriate Shabbat service. 
Join us every week and invite your friends to join us too. 
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The 5780 FHJC Sukkah looked beau ful thanks to a terrific turnout of volunteers:  
If we’ve misspelled a name, or if we’ve le  out anyone, let us know so we can make the correc on. 

Thanks to the educators and the students and their families in our Early Childhood and Religious schools for enhancing the       
sukkah with their decora ons. 
Thanks to the educators and the students and their families in the Hebrew Academy for enhancing the sukkah with their           
decora ons and for their lovely songs. 
Thanks to Sisterhood for providing the art supplies, garlands, and other “produce.” 
Thanks to Men’s Club for providing all the snacks and beverages. 

And very special thanks to our masterful Maintenance Staff for building a sukkah and hanging lights so the whole FHJC             
community can celebrate! 

Dorrie Berkowitz, Membership Commi ee Co-Chair  

Myron Baer 
Ariel Ben-Ami 
Oded Ben-Nun and Adam Ben-Nun 
Dorrie and Hal Berkowitz 
Jase and Beth Bernhardt 
Pearl Buitron and Nurit Buitron 
Lauren and David Chays and Aaron Chays 
Bonnie Dassa 
Jason, Maureen, Rebecca, and Jacob 
     Dunkel 
Lee Elovitch 
Tami Forman and Sam Forman 
Mitchell Frank 
Abraham Getzler 
Judy Gostl 

Elana Greenberg and Eric Greenberg 
Abbie, Maddy, and Robbie Hellman 
Doria Kalt 
Brian King 
Yonah Kirschner and Bina Kirschner 
George Leifer 
Mollie Mandel 
Shimony Martziel and Nina Martziel 
Vivi Martziel and Johnny Martziel 
Marcy Mirkin and Leah Schutz 
Samantha Nayman and Hudson Nayman 
Alyssa Pollack and Madison, Hailey, and 

Melisssa Pollack 
Bentsi Rosengarten 
Shirley Rossman Zucker and David Zucker 

Andrew Shohet and Giselle Shohet 
David Snyder and Faith Farrah Walco -

Snyder 
Steve Sobelsohn 
Susie Spodek 
Karen Stein and Adam, Avi, and Jonah 

Monaco 
Kim Trigoboff 
Henry Van Nunes 
Warren Wankoff 
Debra Weil 
Michelle Rubin and David and Zoe Zagorski 

PULPIT FUND 
Anonymous – in honor of Naomi Danis 
Michael and Gila Wasserman – in honor of 
Mitchell Frank and the Hebrew Literature 
Group 
Mr. and Mrs. Adam Glantz – in honor of 
Rita & Michael Lieberman 
Lucy Preisler –  in gra tude for honors re-
ceived on Rosh Hashanah 
Miriam Weintraub – in honor of Jerry 
Klibanoff “a class act” 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna, & Dorothy Mahlab ‐ 
in gra tude to Mitchell Frank 
Lisl Topper – in gra tude to Rabbi Skolnik 
for honors received 
The following dona ons have been made in 
gra tude to Judy Beizer & Mar n Topol for 
honors received: 

Eric Kober 
Laurie Lax 

Susan and Arnold Weg – in gra tude for 
honors received 
Trudy Emanuel – in gra tude for honors 
received 
Anne Frankel – in memory of her mother, 
Belle Frankel (11th Yahrzeit)  
Naomi Danis – in memory of Susan Sa‐
piro's and Lewis Polishook's father 
Naomi Baumgarten and Michael Lands‐

man ‐ in memory of Spencer Kravitz's fa-
ther 
Miriam Weintraub – in memory of 
Berthold Bear, Lisa Bear, Toni Bear & Wal‐
ter Weintraub 
Diana Walco  – in memory of her father, 
Lloyd Walco  
Roz & Oskar Matzner – in memory of Herz 
Hirschberg 

 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 

Nancy and Richard Chase – in honor of the 
marriage of Robyn & William Cimbol’s 
daughter, Michelle to Ofir 
The following dona ons have been made in 
honor of the birth of Pauline and Mark 
Raphael's granddaughter,  
Reese Leah: 

Nancy and Richard Chase 
Judy and David Zipkowitz 

Ed Kalikow 
Ilana and Bill Altman 

Roz and Oskar Matzner 
The following dona ons have been made in 
honor of Hilda & Rick Chusid on the occa-
sion of their son, Jonah’s aufruf 

Joanne and Haskell Klaristenfeld 
Judy and David Zipkowitz 

The following dona ons have been made in 

honor of Galor Roth Kedar becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah 

Fran and Zev Spiro 
Judy and David Zipkowitz 

Raphael family – in honor of Carl Koerner's 
special birthday 
Nancy and Richard Chase– in honor of Feli‐
cia Leeman being Kallat Bereishit and Len 
Fogelman being Cha an Torah 
Judy and David Zipkowitz – in honor of Len 
Fogelman's being Cha an Torah 
Trudy Emanuel – in gra tude for honors 
received 
Pauline and Mark Raphael – for the speedy 
recovery of Warren Wankoff 
Trudy Emanuel – in memory of her mother, 
Rita Emanuel (yahrzeit) 

 
KIDDUSH FUND 

Senta Baum – in honor of Lisl Topper's 
special birthday 
Esther Wolberger – in honor of her daugh-
ter, Dr. Cynthia Wolberger, being inducted 
in The American Academy of Arts and Sci‐
ences and the Na onal Academy of Sci‐
ence. 
Laurie Lax – in recogni on of daughter, 
Hannah Kober, receiving a Wexner/
Davidson Fellowship 
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Refuah Shelemah  רפואה שלמה 

a full and speedy recovery to  

Miriam Chait and David Zucker 

Mazal Tov   מזל טוב 

   …to those in our Center family who are celebra ng a simcha:  

to Adrienne Gappelberg on the occasion of the Bat Mitzvah of her 
daughter, Sarah 

to Michelle, Evan & Zoe Picard on the occasion of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter & sister, Izabella 

to Susan & Arnold Weg on the birth of their grandson Mason Julian, 
parents and big brother Russell & Carley Weg and Wesley Weg 

to nursery school parents, Stephanie & Brian Tark on the birth of their 
daughter 

to nursery school parents, Carly & Jeffrey Hoinacki on the birth of their 
son 

to nursery school parents, Elissa & Jason Gross on the birth of their 
daughter 

to nursery school parents, Chloe & Jonathan Michaelson on the birth of 
their son 

to nursery school parents Nitzan & Henry Goldberg on the birth of their 
son 

to nursery school parents Nichole & Boris Simhayev on the birth of their 
daughter 

 

Hamakom Y’nachem המקום ינחם   

…may God grant comfort and consola on to those who have lost a 

loved one: 

to Karen Imas on the loss of her dear father, Garre Imas 
to Esther Feldman on the loss of her dear husband, Ted 
to Adrienne Gappelberg on the loss of her dear father,                                

Leonard Gappelberg 
to Fern Karchawer on the loss of her dear brother, Jay Kershon 

to Esther Wolberger on the loss of her dear sister, Malka Jagendorf 
to Pamela Goodman-Deutsch on the loss of her dear brother,   

Howard E. Goodman 
to Jennifer Taub on the loss of her dear father, Averill Williams 

to Paula Steisel Goldfarb on the loss of her dear father, Dr. Jerald Steisel 

We mourn the loss of dear Center member Ted Feldman 

  May their memories be for a blessing. 

 

Izabella Picard 

Bat Mitzvah 

November 16, 2019 

Izabella Hazel Picard (Pessia 
Tzela) was born November 
17, 2006. Her English name is 
a er her Great Great Aunt on 
her father’s side. Her Hebrew 
name is a er her Great Aunt 
on her mother’s side. Ever 

since she was a young girl Izabella has been a kind, car-
ing and though ul individual.  She has a passion for 
reading, art and climbing 

Her family (Michelle, Evan and Zoe) are so excited to 
celebrate her becoming a Bat Mitzvah.  

SIDDUR LEV SHALEM 
Ellis and Marcia Kane Hi ner – in memory of parents 
Sydell and Howard Kane 
 

LEAH WEINBERG FUND 
Erwin Weinberg – in honor of Galor Roth becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah 
Erwin Weinberg – for the speedy recovery of Elvera 
Joseph   
Lesley and Allen Kanter – in memory of dear friend, 
Stanley Horowitz 
Lesley and Allen Kanter – in memory of dear friend, 
Leah Weinberg 
Lesley and Allen Kanter – in memory of dear friend, 
Michael Bernstein 
Erwin Weinberg – in memory of Ted Feldman 

JACK VOGEL FUND 
Elaine Vogel and family– 
in loving memory of be-
loved husband and past 
FHJC President 1977, Jack 
Vogel 
Elaine Vogel – in loving 
memory of a wonderful 
father, Dr. J. Savin Garber 
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MINYAN FELLOWSHIP 
Maintaining a daily minyan is integral to life at the Forest Hills 

Jewish Center. 

Pledge to join FHJC Minyan twice a month. Learn more at  

www. jc.org/minyan‐fellowship/  

or contact David at minyan. jc@gmail.com for more info. 


