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THE FOREST HILLS JEWISH CENTER
Join the Forest Hills community for the

2016 Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 20—3:00 PM
Our Lady of Mercy (69th Ave/ Kessel Street)
Be there with the entire Forest Hills community to lift our voices as one in
Thanksgiving prayer and song!
Refreshments following the service. Sponsored by the Forest Hills Interfaith Dialogue

Our year started off with a renewed energy
and spirit. The excitement continues as the
weather gets colder.

Cinematek Forest Hills
Presents
FHJC Annual Shabbaton-December 16-17
See Pages 8-10 for Program and Registration

FHJC is proud to announce
that along with eight other institutions in the New York area,
we have been chosen to participate in an
LGBTQ Inclusion Project
convened by Keshet and the Jewish Education Project.
Watch for upcoming programs and events.

December 17, 2016

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY
Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik

Post-Holidays, Finally.
Jackie Mason’s
routine
aside,
about the Jewish
holidays always being early or late but
never on time, I think it’s safe to say that
this year, the holidays were really late. I
can’t recall the last time that all of September passed before we even hit Rosh
Hashanah. And as I write this article, in
mid-October, it’s still Sukkot! The weather
has been vacillating between Indian summer and the chill winds of autumn, and no
pattern as yet seems firmly set.
But you are reading this article long after I
wrote it, and I certainly hope that, by the
time you received this edition of The Message, it’s clear to all concerned that fall
has indeed come, and the holidays are
actually over. It’s time to get on with the
business of living our lives in real time,
with some semblance of continuity from
beginning of week to end.

Ah, but therein lies the rub. We all crave a
return to the routines that inform our
lives, and provide us with a sense of balance and normalcy. But what happens to
that special awareness of the fragility of

life that occupied our minds and souls
during the High Holiday season? Do we
really want to jettison that awareness so
quickly? Do we really want to lose those
rose-colored lenses that enable us to see
how very precarious all that we hold dear
really is?

of daily life, of family, workplace and community, if we spent all day contemplating
the unknown and unknowable paths that
our lives and those of our loved ones
might take. But as I’ve said so many times,
that is precisely why our tradition obliges
us to make one hundred blessings every
day… to remind us that without the
I would suggest that holding on to the
countless blessings that we tend to take
awareness of how fragile our blessings are
for granted, our “post-holiday” life would
is the essential responsibility of every spirbe unsustainable.
itual person, and certainly of every traditionally sensitive Jew. We forget that un- So, enjoy the return to “normalcy.” It is
derlying reality at our own risk, and if we something that we all craved in October,
let it go completely, we essentially forfeit and I suspect that more than a few of us
our ability to discern the blessings large will discover the truth behind the old
and small that surround us on a daily ba- maxim to “be careful what you ask for;
sis. That is the great danger of this time of you may get it.” We’ll occasionally miss
year, that in our desire to move beyond the rarified air of Tishrei, but life as we
the overwhelming existential overlay of know it is lived in the other eleven
the holiday season, we might be too quick months. Our job is to live it well.
to let it go completely, and thereby lose
the insight that we might have gained
when we were in synagogue what
seemed like every day.
Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik
We can’t live in “High Holiday mode” all
year, nor should we. It wouldn’t be possible to handle the myriad responsibilities
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Cemetery
Clean-Up
Event
Sunday,
November 13
Volunteers from FHJC
and synagogues around
the tri-state area will be helping maintain the grounds at historic Silver
Lake Cemetery, operated by The Hebrew Free Burial Society. Since the
1880s, the Society has provided low-cost and free burials, and this year
they helped with the burial needs for more than 350 indigent Jewish families.
Our participation in this community-wide event ensures continued dignity. Our teams of volunteers will be leaving from FHJC at 9:00 AM and returning at approximately 1:00 PM. Sign up at zipdent@verizon.net. Please
indicate whether you need a ride or can provide transportation.

NOTES FROM THE HAZZAN
Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum

UPCOMING EVENTS
NOVEMBER EVENTS
November 13 Cemetery Clean-Up

Yesterday the
room was electric! Upon entering the Rabbi
Ben Zion Bokser
Sanctuary people heard the sound of Cantor Grosz’s
voice enveloping us via the sound system of the sanctuary. In a surrealistic
way it seemed as though he was still
there with all of us, and in reality, he
was. Jerry Klibanoff welcomed everyone to this most unique gathering and
Rabbi Skolnik spoke beautifully and
eloquently about all that Cantor Grosz
meant to the Forest Hills Jewish Center.
He related how people used to refer to
this as Rabbi Bokser’s shul but that in
truth it was also Cantor Grosz's shul.
And that was the feeling that we all had
yesterday: that we were all present in
Cantor Erno Grosz’s shul.
Of the five performers yesterday, Cantor Fredda Mendelson, Cantor Jack
Mendelson, Canter Sol Zim and I all
knew Cantor Grosz for many years. Our
fifth artist, Cantor Shayna Postman did
not know him personally but as a graduate of the cantorial school represents
the finest in the cantorate today the
same way that Cantor Grosz represented the finest of the cantorate in a
different time. We sang the music that
he loved: cantorial recitatives, Yiddish
favorites, Hebrew art songs and favorites from the worlds of Opera and
Broadway. The audience was quite enthusiastic and nostalgic smiles abounded. Although we all sound different
from each other and obviously from

Cantor Grosz, the love of music and
Jewish music in particular is what united us all. There could be no greater
tribute to Cantor Grosz than to have a
sanctuary filled with people who came
there for beautiful music, camaraderie,
and to support the Jewish Theological
Seminary. The fact that you all helped
establish a scholarship in Cantor Grosz’s
memory at the H.L. Miller Cantorial
School of JTS, is a great tribute to the
members of this wonderful congregation. Yesterday was a day for sharing
our love for Cantor Grosz, for Jewish
music and for the entire Grosz family. It
was a special afternoon, and one that
will remain in our minds and hearts for
a long time to come.
I wish to express my personal thanks to
all the members of the music committee who worked so hard to make
this afternoon a rousing success and to
Pauline Raphael and Candice Koerner
for the elegant Artists and Sponsors’
reception. Finally, I want to give a
hearty Yishar Koach to Barbara and
Jerry Klibanoff and Matt Beizer whose
tireless efforts made the establishment
of the Cantor Erno Grosz Memorial
Scholarship a reality. May we all be
privileged to see future generations of
Jews singing the songs of our people
together with Cantors devoted to the
service of K’lal Yisrael.
T’hei Nishmato Tzerurah Bitz’ror Hachayim
May his soul be bound up in the bond
of eternal life.

November 18, 2016
For 8th-12th Graders
Watch for Details.

November 15 Healing Service
November 18 Teen Shabbat Dinner
November 19 Men’s Club Presents Jukebox
November 20 Interfaith Service
DECEMBER EVENTS
December 4 Torah Fund Brunch

December 11 PJ Library Book Fair
December 14 Major Donors Reception
December 16-17 Shabbaton
December 17 Cinamatek FHJC Presents Dough
December 27 Lights and Latkes!

Kol Nidre Update 2016
Dear Forest Hills Jewish Center Members,
The High Holiday Days are now over. We hope
you found a sense of family and community by
being part of our congregation. From the
inspiration words of Rabbi Skolnik to the
beautiful Rosh Hashanah & Kol Nidre prayers
chanted by Hazzan Rosenblum.
In that spirit, we are urging you to help ensure
the Forest Hills Jewish Center is able to
continue serving the needs of our community.
As the Talmud teaches us “As my parents
planted for me, so do I plant for my children.”
The Kol Nidre campaign helps our Nursery and
Religious School children, USY teens, adult
singles, parents and grandparents. It helps us
bring to you high levels of Adult
Education. And helps us keep our building
running!
For those who have contributed we thank you!
And those who have not yet contributed please
help us reach our goal.
With appreciation,
Pauline Raphael, VP Fundraising
Carl Koerner, Mark Raphael,
Gail Port & Pearl Buitron
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THE PRESIDENT’S PEN

Contrasts and Introspection
Once again the
time machine is at
work. As I write
this I am in the
midst of the Hagim, while you, the
reader, see the
Hagim receding in
the rear-view mirror. In writing this column I will try to be true to both visions.
Because of the calendar, the Holidays
were late this year. This produced an odd
“pregnant pause” between Labor Day and
Rosh Hashanah. Then, in Tishrei, we
moved through the usual intense feelings
of renewal, and the even more intense
feelings of Yom Kippur, and then, with a
sigh of relief, we celebrate Sukkot.
Which brings us to Heshvan. As I said last
year, Heshvan is sometimes referred to as
Mar Heshvan. In Hebrew, “mar” means
“bitter.” Our Sages explain this
“bitterness” is because there are no special occasions in this month. Even Av, the
month when we mourn the destruction of
the two Holy Temples, is not referred to as
“bitter,” because even sad days offer us an
opportunity for introspection. A month

that is bereft of any special days, even sad I remember in college, in Psychology 101,
days, is truly more bitter than anything.
we learned that you can’t accurately evaluate something unless you could contrast
Well at FHJC Heshvan is not at all bitter.
it with another object. That was very
We start with Veterans Shabbat. We intro- much what was happening here. We have
duced this special Shabbat last year and it a long, rich tradition of ritual and custom.
was a success beyond our hopes. In addi- Sometimes a subtly nuanced tradition,
tion to the attendance of Jewish veterans other times as subtle as a hammer blow.
from the local area, numerous members Comparing how this woman of another
brought in memorabilia of relatives no faith viewed these passages, and then
longer with us. I remember walking contrasting it with my own views, gave me
around with the Torah processional as a whole new dimension of clarity of our
people waved dog tags. It gave all of us a history and traditions.
chance to think about where we are, how
And of course Heshvan is Jewish Social
we got here and the people who made it
Action month. Our Religious School is
possible.
working in partnership with the interfaith
Next we will have our Thanksgiving Inter- nutrition network, and our members volfaith service.
unteer at the Queens Community House
Pantry as part of the Forest Hills Interfaith
Having been raised by refugees from Nazi
Fellowship. Our Sisterhood has done a
Europe, I have always felt uncomfortable
collection for Transition House, a nonbeing involved with ceremonies involving
sectarian shelter for women and children.
other faiths. Last year I had a surprise. I
And of course we regularly send volunwas sitting next to a woman from one of
teers to serve food at Masbia.
our Christian churches. She was fascinated
by our Siddur. We spent some time look- So, “Mar Heshvan,” sorry, not this year, at
ing at various passages, and I was sur- least not at the Forest Hills Jewish Center.
prised at how differently, consistently There will be plenty of opportunity for
differently, we viewed those passages.
(Continued on page 5)

MEMBERSHIP & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
Since this article for the Message
is being written right after Simchat
Torah, I am reflecting on the beautiful and meaningful holidays that
we shared together at the Forest
Hills Jewish Center over the last
few weeks. So many different individuals and families took part in
different synagogue events and
services. This is what makes our
shul so special. All are welcome
and we hold a special place in the
past, present and future of our
Forest Hills community.
But as wonderful as the past has
been, we struggle to engage our
members to step up and volunteer
to
chair
committees
and
events. Please contact me with
your ideas and willingness to chair
a program. We will support you in
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this endeavor and help you succeed. Honestly, volunteering to
chair many programs over the
years has helped me improve so
many skills that were applicable for work and life that I definitely got back more than I
gave. Volunteering can give you a
sense of accomplishment, the
good feeling of doing something
that helps others in the community, the camaraderie of working as
part of a team or committee and
the respect and appreciation of
the people who participate.

Please do complete the survey
and return it, so we can be better
at what we do. We have engaged
a social media volunteer to help
brand us and send out through
Facebook and other social media
channels some of the fun activities
that are happening here every
day.
In closing, we have much to be
grateful for and in that vein I wish
you a great Thanksgiving holiday
and let's all enjoy Hanukah together again as members of this great
synagogue.

Over the next few weeks, we will
Best personal regards,
be sending out by email a short
survey on how we can improve Helaine Fox, VP of Membership
our communications and find out and Community Affairs
what you would like to know, what
programs or events interest you.

UNITED PARENTS
It’s been a very
busy fall for United Parents at
FHJC! So much
has been happening over the last
several weeks.
The school year
had a fantastic kickoff with Shacharit on
the Beach. Our Director of Congregational
Learning, Lynn Lancaster, arranged this
unique and beautiful program, on September 18. The Religious School and many
members of the Congregation spent the
morning at Rockaway Beach. Rabbi
Skolnik and Hazzan Rosenblum led the
Shacharit service beside the ocean, which
was followed by Rabbi Skolnik’s blowing
of the Shofar. Children participated in Israeli dancing, adults studied with Rabbi
Skolnik and Rabbi Mark Borovitz and everyone had an opportunity to go surfing!
This was an amazing pre-Rosh Hashana
program that involved learning, reflection
and fun!

chot and enjoyed a light dinner.
The children had a great time
while also seeing the beauty of
Shabbat.
United Parents also helped
celebrate Simchat Torah on
Monday evening, October 24
with our Ice Cream Party! The
evening started with a special
first Hakafah for children. It
was wonderful to have so
many families participate in
this special Hakafah. Afterwards,
all the children went up to the Crystal
Room to enjoy ice cream and candy!
United Parents is also pleased to once
again be sponsoring an Israeli Dance class
on Sunday mornings. “Dancing Danny”
Pollock is returning to teach the class. Last
year, all the participants raved about Danny, and there was an enormous amount of
energy in the class. Please contact the
main office for further information.

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 11. United Parents is excited to anA week later, the Nursery School held its
nounce that it will be holding a PJ Library
Welcome Back Picnic on Sunday, SeptemRead-a-thon and Book Fair.
ber 25 in Cunningham Park in Fresh Meadows. It was a wonderful way for the nurse- We also would like to thank everyone who
ry school to start the new school year. participated in our schools supplies and
Parents and teachers mingled while Rosh Hashanah honey fundraisers. Both
coaches from Soccer Friends helped keep were very successful and allow us to conthe children entertained. To top it off, the tinue planning great events that benefit
the children of FHJC.
weather was beautiful!
On Friday night, September 30, United
Parents sponsored a “Dress Your Best
Shabbat.” The Rabbi and Hazzan sang
Shabbat songs with the children, who
were all dressed in their finest for Shabbat. Afterwards, everyone sang the bra-

Please join us for our next United Parents
Meeting on Monday, November 14, 2016
at 8:00 PM.
Thank you for all your support.
Alyssa Pollack and Richard Chase

(The President’s Pen continued from page 4)

introspection, thinking about our lives,
our faith, our traditions and the world we
live in. I hope that we are all better off for
that experience.
As I’ve said many times before, we are
living in a country and in a time that is
perhaps the best place and time to be a
Jew. This year in Heshvan, let’s take a moment and appreciate where and when we
are.
Let me take an opportunity in advance to
thank all the volunteers who make these
events possible. This is YOUR shul and it
depends on YOU to make it the great
place that it is.
I look forward to seeing you at each of
these events. I wish you all a happy,
healthy and joyous secular and Jewish
holidays.
Jack Gostl

Ongoing Chesed Opportunities at FHJC
Throughout the year, there are many chances to offer nothing but time to help others.
Monthly Evening Food Pantry at the Queens Community House. On the last Wednesday of each month, you have two two-hour
opportunities to help. At the afternoon session, volunteers from Forest Hills faith communities--including FHJC--help create
grocery packages of donated nonperishable foods from The Food Bank for NYC as well as from within the congregations. At the
evening sessions, volunteers monitor the pick-up of these packages by the recipient families. To volunteer, contact Hal Berkowitz,
Volunteer Liaison, at redzonehal@aol.com. If you've already volunteered, thank you; we look forward to you honoring that
commitment.
Nonperishable Food Drive at FHJC. This ongoing project, spearheaded by Ron Sternberg, splits nonperishable food donated by
FHJC congregants between City Harvest and the Monthly Evening Food Pantry. There's no signup needed; just drop off packaged
food items in the FHJC office.

Volunteering costs nothing, but it's worth millions!
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Kids Kongregation
Children ages 2-6 year old, with a parent
Come join us every Shabbat from
10:45 AM – 11:45 AM
SINGING—DANCING—PRAYER

P’ri Yadehah: Fruit of Her Hands
Join us for

Sisterhood’s
Torah Fund
Campaign Brunch
Sunday, December 4
When We Honor
Our Woman of Achievement

Judith Beizer
And our Guest Speaker will be Karen Stein
Graduate of The Jewish Theological Seminary
Sisterhood member and FHJC Ritual Committee cochair, Judy Beizer, has led a number of Sisterhood
sponsored lectures on medication-related issues in
addition to being our reliable Sisterhood Shabbat aide.
And, Judy is a dedicated Torah Fund supporter!
Karen Stein, an active Forest Hills Jewish Center volunteer and teacher within our Religious School, will share
the personal journey that led her to JTS, and ultimately, our spiritual community.
Learn more about Judy’s and Karen’s commitment to
Jewish education by attending this important fundraiser dedicated to supporting the students of JTS and its
affiliated institutions.
Your 100% tax-deductible donation will help secure a
future generation of rabbis, cantors, educators and
lay leaders within Conservative/Masorti Judaism.

10:30 AM —The Estelle Feiner Crystal Room
$38 per person/ Minimum donation: $18
RSVP by Monday, November 28
Event Chairwomen: Miriam Chait, Anise Parnes and
Shirley Rossman-Zucker
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News From Nursery School
Susan Rosenbaum
(Adapted from ChooseMyPlate.gov “Be a
Healthy Role Model for Children —10 tips for
setting good examples”)
You are the most important influence on your child. You can do
many things to help your child develop healthy eating habits for life.
Offering a variety of colorful foods
helps children get the nutrients
they need from every food group.
Children will also be more likely to
try new foods and to like more
foods. When children develop a
taste for many types of foods, they
expand their palates.
Let your child see that you enjoy
eating fruits and vegetables as
snacks. When we lead by example,
children tend to follow. Grocery
shopping together can teach your
child about food and nutrition. Discuss where fruits, vegetables,
grains and dairy come from. Let
your children make healthy choices.

Reward your child with attention,
not food. Show your love with hugs
and kisses, and comfort your child
with hugs and talks. Choose not to
offer sweets as rewards. It lets your
child think that sweets are better
than other foods. If your child is
hungry, offer a healthy snack. It can
help hold them off until the next
meal.
Focus on each other at the table.
Make sure you talk about fun and
happy things at mealtime. Try to
make eating meals a stress-free
time. Be a good food role model by
trying new foods yourself. Offer
only one new food at a time, and
serve something your child likes
along with the new food. Offer new
foods at the beginning of the meal
when your child is most hungry as
they will be more likely to try the
new food.

Be creative in the kitchen. Cut food
into fun shapes with cookie cutters, Shop together, cook together, eat
name a dish after your child, and together, talk together, and make
let them help with the preparation. mealtime family time.

MERCAZ UPDATE
Support
religious
pluralism
in
Israel.
Join MERCAZ USA. The more members MERCAZ USA has, the stronger the Conservative/Masorti voice in the World Zionist Organization will be. Having a strong voice in the
World Zionist Organization ensures the sustainability of religious pluralism in Israel. The strength
of Conservative/Masorti institutions in Israel depends on your joining MERCAZ USA.
Suggested membership dues have gone back
down to their 2015 fiscal year rates! $54 for families, $36 for individuals and $12 for students. For
more information and to join MERCAZ USA,
please
visit
http://www.mercazusa.org/
index.html
or
contact
David
Snyder
(dasnyder76@gmail.com) for more information.

Religious School Reflection
Lynn Lancaster
One of the challenges that every educator faces is assessment. How do I know I
have achieved the goals I have set for my
learners? This is difficult enough when
one teaches tangible concepts that can
be assessed through particular models. In Jewish education we face the challenge of assessing
learning that takes place not only in the head, but in the heart
and hands as well.

noted and named. At a Shabbat service when two young girls
born and raised in our community saw a new classmate sitting
across the room with her parents they walked over and invited
her to sit with them. Their teacher noticed and wrote them a
note expressing her pride. When the air conditioning malfunctioned in a classroom on a hot afternoon, the class next door
invited the grade below them to learn with them for the afternoon. The students recognized this as an act of chesed before
the teachers did. I am happy to say that the list goes on and on.

In our work over the summer, the Religious School staff decided
to focus on the Jewish concept of chesed—loving kindness. As
our country seemed to move from one contentious news cycle
to the next, we believed as a group that the ability to teach our
children to express chesed in our school and our community
large and small was a way of empowering them to make a
difference in an edgy world. We grappled as a staff with how
chesed could be explored and explained on different cognitive
and emotional levels. We also grappled with how to assess if
our learners had internalized the lessons we were trying to
teach. Were the experiences we were providing moving the
learning from head to heart to hand?

In and of itself, these conscious acts of chesed and the recognition of these acts would be enough, but we have begun to
notice something equally important. As we focus as a staff on
the positive acts of our students, our relationships with them
become deeper and more meaningful. We believe that this is
true of their relationships with each other as well.

We decided that on every developmental level we would would
use noticing targets to assess the learning, but that rather than
just note the actions we saw for educational purposes we would
make sure to share them in real time with our children. So every time an act of chesed is noticed by a teacher or a student it is

In a few days we will mark the beginning of the month of Heshvan. We will mark the event with a Rosh Hodesh group for our
girls and a “Bro” Hodesh group for our boys. Though they will
have slightly different foci, both groups will be focusing on the
words we speak to each other. We will explore the characteristics of Lashon Hara, bad speech, as well as the characteristics of
Lashon Hatov, good speech. Words have the ability to affect us
either positively or negatively and once again we hope to to
empower our students to recognize and use that power to make
their world and ours a little bit better through Jewish learning.
Hodesh Tov.

Adult Education—Ongoing Learning Opportunities
Two Talmud Classes with Rabbi Skolnik
Thursday morning Talmud resumes meets right after minyan in the Rabbi’s office. The text is Chapter 4 of
Tractate B’rakhot, dealing with issues related to Jewish prayer, and the political structure of rabbinic leadership
in Talmudic times. Classes will meet on 11/3, 11/10, 11/17, 12/1, 12/8, and 12/15.
Monday evening Talmud class meets at 7:45PM right after the evening minyan, in the Little Synagogue.
Classes will meet on 11/7, 11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5, and 12/12 .

Hazzan Rosenblum teaches The Essential Torah Reader
Hazzan Rosenblum will offer a class called "The Essential Torah Reader." For beginners and good
readers who wish to become "expert" readers by learning both Tropes and Biblical Grammar.
Meets Wednesday at 7:45 right after evening minyan in the Little Synagogue. Classes will meet 11/2,
11/9, 11/16, 11/30, 12/7 and 12/14.

Back to the Beginning– Bereishit Rabbah with Rabbi Simeon Cohen
This year, to coincide with the beginning of our Torah reading cycle, we are going to be studying Bereshit Rabbah, the classical compilation of midrashim on the book of Genesis. Come learn what
the rabbis had to say about the creation of the universe, the expulsion from Eden, the Tower of Babel,
the Binding of Isaac and much, much more. Studying Bereshit Rabbah is an excellent way to begin the
study of midrash, and will hopefully add great depth to the way you think about Genesis.
Meets Tuesdays at 2:30 PM in room 110.
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Join our community as we come together to celebrate Shabbat

Friday Night, December 16
Reservations
required for
dinner,
all classes and
childcare.

5:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv in the Estelle Feiner Crystal Room
Following services, there will be a traditional Shabbat dinner (by reservation only)
7:45 PM Keynote Presentation– Louis Brandeis: A Look at His Life & Legacy (open to all)
We will join Hazzan Rosenblum in singing Zemirot throughout the evening.
Friday night Dinner reservations: Age 13 and up—$30 per person / Age 4-12—$10 per person

Saturday, December 17
Shabbat services at 9:00AM followed by a Cholent Kiddush in the Heller Family Ballroom
8 different classes to choose from for afternoon study (Childcare available)
3:50PM early Minha Rabbi Skolnik will give the final presentation during Seudah Sh’lishit
(the third meal of Shabbat)
We will conclude Shabbat with Ma’ariv at 5:30PM and a musical Havdalah

Lenny Picker will deliver our keynote presentation:

Louis Brandeis: A Look at His Life & Legacy
One hundred years after Louis Brandeis became the first Jewish US Supreme Court
Justice, recent decisions such as Citizens United and National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (upholding ObamaCare), have made even clearer the importance of the least-known branch of the federal government. With current Justices
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer and Elena Kagan, it is easy to take for granted
Jewish representation on the court. But the road to confirmation was not an easy one
for Brandeis. Lenny will look back at the battle to get Brandeis confirmed, his term as
a Supreme Court Justice, as well as his influential role in American Zionism, and on
American case law.
Lenny Picker has practiced law for almost 30 years, and hopes, soon, to get it right.
While he was a college student, he was fortunate enough to work on federal organized crime prosecutions in the 1980s, including the trial of the Mafia’s ruling body,
the Commission, and the case that became the basis of the movie Donnie Brasco, although his courtroom assistance did not, somehow, make the final cut of the film. Before graduating from Yale, Lenny also served as an analyst for the President’s Commission on Organized Crime, and, while in law school, probed the Reagan administration’s arms for hostages deal with the Independent Counsel investigating Iran/Contra. After graduating from
Cardozo, Lenny served as an assistant district attorney in Manhattan, where he specialized in domestic violence
cases, before becoming New York City’s first inspector general for procurement investigations. For the last 11
years, Lenny has handled property tax fraud for the New York City Tax Commission, work that included assisting in
the recent prosecution of Sheldon Silver. He is also an occasional contributor to the Forward.

The Shabbaton expenses are sponsored by some of our members.
The list will be available on the day of the program.
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SESSION 1—Choose from A-D (1:30-2:15 PM)


Session 1 Class A—Jay Luger - Susanna and the Elders - This is not about "Oh Susanna oh don't you cry for me..." This is an
ancient story about a beautiful, virtuous, and God-fearing woman named Susanna. We are also introduced to an up and
coming attorney named Daniel (of lion's den fame) and how he saves the day. We will explore some interesting historic
references. The simple charm of Susanna's story has resulted in art, literature and music and we will briefly examine one of
the artistic renditions. Jay has an MA in Jewish History from YU and many additional years of study at JTS. He is a feline
veterinarian.



Session 1 Class B—Dr. Josh Lowy - Humor: A Brief History; Humor in the Bible, Jewish History and Culture; Medical/Health
Benefits of Humor with Application. After a brief general survey of humor, the discussion will then focus on humor in
Jewish history, culture and in the Bible, and how this contributed to Jewish survival and cultural development. Humorous
stories and anecdotes will make you laugh. The profound medical and health benefits of humor will also be discussed and
there will be a practical application of laughter for all at the end. Joshua Lowy is a physician, specialized in Internal Medicine and Emergency Medicine, and trained in both Israel and the U.S. He has lectured on Medicine in the Bible and Talmud
and general medical topics.



Session 1 Class C—Robin Skolnik - Jewish Children’s Literature - Robin, the Middle School Librarian at the Abraham Joshua
Heschel School, will lead a discussion of favorite Jewish Children's Literature, past and present. Robin will share her own
favorites as well as providing annotated lists of recommendations for you, your children and your grandchildren.



Session 1 Class D—Dr. Stephen Teitlelbaum - Gender Identity - A Urologist's Perspective - Stephen will define and contrast the terms transgender and ambiguous genitalia. As a practicing urologist who has been trained and worked in the field
of gender and transgender issues, he will explore the science of sexual differentiation, and include in his presentation pertinent halachic considerations. Stephen practices urology in Brooklyn, NY.

(We will break for dessert between sessions)

SESSION 2—Choose from E-H (3:00-3:45 PM)


Session 2 Class E—Mitchell Frank - Jewish Perspectives on Suffering: "If religion were a thing that money could buy, you
know the rich would live and the poor would die." As the spiritual suggests, our lives are full of suffering and, for some,
terrible and unfair suffering. Does Judaism offer a balm for the sufferer? How does suffering fit with a theology of a loving
God? How does unfair suffering fit with a theology of a God who rewards good and punishes evil? These and related topics
trouble many people whether they have, or struggle with, faith. In this session we will look at select sources and ideas and
try to refine our questions in light of our tradition. Mitchell is a clinical psychologist who holds graduate degrees from the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem and YU.



Session 2 Class F—Rabbi Simeon Cohen - Torah from Heaven: Abraham Joshua Heschel and the Rabbis' Theology of Revelation. Simeon is a 5th year Rabbinical Student at JTS and is currently serving as Rabbinic Intern here at FHJC.



Session 2 Class G—Debra Weil - "Who really was the God of our Foremothers?" We are saying "God of our fathers and of
our mothers" now during the Amidah - but was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob also the God of their sister-cousinswives? Debra graduated from Temple Beth Sholom Hebrew High School and the JTS Prozdor Program. While at BU, Debra
took classes at Boston Hebrew College. She spent many summers at Camp Ramah as a camper and later as a staff nurse.
She has served as the USY advisor at FHJC, helped inaugurate and lead Tot Shabbat & Kid's Congregation, and has led Junior
Congregation and Young Kids Yontif.



Session 2 Class H—Adam Monaco - With Great “Koach” Comes Great Responsibility! - Comic books have many different
connections to the Jewish world. Some of the most popular characters were created by Jews, and several superheroes embrace their Judaism every month. There are also elements of Judaism scattered throughout the comic page. Join us for a
discussion of the Jewish influence in comic books. Adam Monaco is a middle school English teacher, with nearly two decades of teaching in both public schools and yeshivas. He holds an MS in English/Secondary Education. He also runs the FHJC
Kadima group. Adam has been keeping comic book stores in business for almost 30 years.

RSVP for all parts of the Shabbaton by Friday, December 9, 2016
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Please RSVP by Friday, December 9, 2016, for all parts of the Shabbaton.
Thanks to our generous sponsors, there is no charge for the Shabbaton, except for Shabbat dinner.
Please use this form to sign up for the dinner and/or the Shabbat afternoon sessions and childcare.

Family reservations for Friday Night Dinner:
# of adults age 13 up at $30:
______
# of children age 4–12 at $10: ______
# of children age 3 & under free: ______
List first name & last name of all participants please:

___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________
Address

Total for dinner: $ ___________

_____________________
Phone

Handicap Access Required ___yes ___no

_____________________________
Email

# of Vegetarians _____ # of GF _____

Please seat me with: ______________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is payment of $__________ for the Shabbat dinner.

_____# Children needing childcare during presentation

Credit card info (MC or Visa)_______________________exp___________ or enclose a check payable to FHJC.

Shabbat afternoon session reservations: Please list each family member separately:
________________________
Full Name

_________________________
Full Name

_________________________
Full Name

Session 1 Choice:  A
Session 2 Choice:  E

B
F

C
G

D
H

Session 1 Choice:  A
Session 2 Choice:  E

B
F

C
G

D
H

Session 1 Choice:  A
Session 2 Choice:  E

B
F

C
G

D
H

Childcare Reservations
_________________________

_________________________

Child’s Name

Child’s Name

Age

Age

_________________________
Child’s Name

Age

Additional donation to help defray the extra costs of the Shabbaton: $ ________
Please send this form with your payment (if attending the Shabbat dinner) to
the Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd, Forest Hills, NY 11375 attn: Shabbaton
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SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood
started this
year with a
drive to support
JBFCS
Transition
Center which
provides
emergency housing for people who have
fled abusive situations. We collected for
women's and children's needs. Two carloads have been delivered so far and there
are still two more carloads to go. We provided clothing, school supplies, toys, toiletries and even a lightly used double
stroller for a set of twins. Last year when
we did this, we only collected one carload.
So, Kol Ha'Kavod to all who participated in
this project.

We will begin November with Robin
Skolnik leading her annual book discussion. We meet on Thursday, November
3 after evening minyan at 8:00PM. The
book is The Beautiful Possible by Amy
Gottlieb. The couvert is $5 for members
and $8 for non-members. We hope you
will join us.

We have two major programs in December. Rosh Chodesh Kislev is Thursday, December 1. We will meet at 7:45PM after
minyan to learn how to bake chocolate
babke. Natan Theise, who has worked as a
professional baker, will show us the ins
and outs of this tricky, sticky confection.
The couvert for this event is $25 and you
will take home a babke that is ready to
bake off in your home oven. Reservations
are required by Wednesday, November
23. With Thanksgiving that week, we have Judy Gostl, Sisterhood President

ADULT EDUCATION
Planning moves ahead
with our 5th annual Shabbaton. Some of your favorite teachers are coming
back such as Dr. Jay Luger
and Dr. Mitchell Frank and
we have some newcomers
to our program such as Dr.
Stephen Teitlebaum and
Adam Monaco. We are
looking forward to another exciting year. Because
some of our members care so much about this program, we
can open it to the entire congregation. Sponsorship opportunities are still available for the Shabbaton and for the entire
Adult Education program. If you are interested in being a sponsor, please contact me at judy.gostl@gmail.com or leave a
message for me in the shul office.
Rabbi Skolnik and Hazzan Rosenblum began teaching their
classes as soon as the holidays were over but it is not too late
to join their classes.
Pearl Buitron and Judy Gostl
Adult Education Chairs

to have an early reservation cutoff. There
is limited number of places for this event
so please get your reservation in
to sisterhood@fhjc.org or leave it in the
FHJC office in the Sisterhood mailbox.
The annual Torah Fund Brunch will
be Sunday, December 4, when we honor
Judy Beizer as our Woman of Achievement and Karen Stein will be our Guest
Speaker. The Torah Fund Campaign provides financial support to the seminaries
that educate our movement's future rabbis, cantors, educators, chaplains, camp
directors, scholars and innovative thinkers. Join us as we celebrate the contributions of our FHJC members as we raise
funds for the Torah Fund Campaign. For
more information about the brunch, see
the box on page 6.

MEN’S CLUB
The big news at the Men’s Club is that there is a new sheriff in
town. Warren Wankoff has generously agreed to quarterback
the club and was voted in as the new president at our last meeting. He immediately appointed a new board and plans to launch
a revised and invigorated club. This is a golden opportunity for
men to consider joining the new revamped club. Speak to Warren or Scott Sharinn to enlist.
Our Man of the Year dinner is coming up quickly. It will be at the
Crest Hollow Country Club on March 19. Benny Witlin will be
our youth honoree and our Man of the Year is Dr. Joshua Lowy.
Please hold the date and consider supporting our club by either
attending and/or taking out an ad in the journal. Details will be
announced shortly.
Remember we are hosting an amazing concert right here at the
FHJC with the band “Jukebox” on November 19. Last year’s concert was so successful that we wanted a reprise.

Bob Koenigsberg

Save The Date

TEEN MUSAF
December 17, 2016
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Preserving the Past—FHJC Shoah Memorial
Dear members of the Forest Hills Jewish
Center Community,

or video recording connected to the
Shoah. If you have any type of oral history—videos, audio recordings—we would
love to try and incorporate it into this
exhibit.

President Jack Gostl has established a Shoah Memorial Committee tasked with establishing and maintaining a memorial
displaying artifacts related to the Shoah,
specifically connected to our community
and families.

Our parameters are fluid. Basically, we
are looking at a time period of roughly
the 1920’s (pre-Holocaust Europe)
through the establishment of the State
of Israel. However, if you have any items
that you believe fit into the Memorial,
even if they are outside these parameters (e.g. immigration to the United
States or to Israel, post-war) we would
love to take a look!

Right now, the display is contemplated as
a rotating exhibit, concentrating, for each
period, on a particular subject: pre-war,
concentration camps, survivors, and others.
As such, the Committee is seeking donations and loans of artifacts you might be in
possession of. Photographs of the era—
people and places—would be scanned and
the originals returned. Other artifacts,
such as documents, physical items, religious articles, would be insured to the
extent there is intrinsic value. The display
case (right now we are looking at the right-

hand side of the Youth Lounge) will be
secured as will any space that houses arti- If you have any such items, please contact
Gary Weil at geedubs1953@gmail.com.
facts not being immediately displayed.
We are also thinking about an oral history
exhibit. For instance, several members or
their families have been interviewed by
the Steven Spielberg Shoah Project. These
would be shown as would any other audio

Thank you!
The Shoah Memorial Committee,
Gary Weil, Doria Kalt, Myron Baer,
Betty Korb.

Forest Hills Jewish Center United Parents Presents:

FHJC Friends and Family are invited to join!
All levels welcome — no experience needed.
8 Sundays,

8 Tuesdays

starting November 13

starting November 15

9:30 AM—10:30 AM

8:00 PM—9:30 PM

$160 FHJC Members/ $180 non-Members
Instructor: Danny Pollock (“Dancing Danny”)
Register in advance or on Nov. 13 or 15. Please sign up at the Forest Hills Jewish Center Office or email
admin@fhjc.org. Payment may be made by credit card or check payable to FHJC
(please put “Israeli Dance” in the memo).
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The 5777 FHJC Sukkah looked beautiful thanks to a terrific turnout of volunteers:
Myron Baer
Dorrie and Hal Berkowitz
Allison Bernstein
Barbara Bernstein
Aryeh, Pearl, and Nurit Buitron
Richard, Nancy, Jacob, and Abby Chase
Lauren, David, and Aron Chays
Keith and Ranana Chernin
Michael Cogan
Maureen, Jason, and Rebecca Dunkel
Lee Elovitch
Becca Feldman
Tami, Preston, Samuel, and Madeline
Forman
Mitchell Frank
Judy Gostl

Eric and Elana Greenberg
Lior Kotik
Marian and Marty Krasilovsky
Lee Lampert
Carrie Leifer
Josh Lowy
Mollie Mandel
Bruce, Benjamin, and David Merdjan
Marcy Mirkin and Leah Schutz
Roz Okun
Ori Orgad
The Pollack Family
Jessica Rojas
Allan and Heidi Nelson Rolnick
Roy Rosenthal
Galor Roth

Michelle Rubin
Kevin Saponaro
Carl and Avery Schrag
Scott and Ashton Sharinn
Rotem, Rebby, Natalie, and Lea Shaubi
Barbara Silverbush
David Snyder
Steve Sobelsohn
Mindy and Scott Weinblatt
Jessica, Sidney, and Jonah White
Rena Wirshba
David Zucker and Shirley Rossman
Zucker
Randi Zwick-Marks, Michael, and
Eliana Marks

If we’ve misspelled a name, or if we’ve left out anyone, let us know so we can make the correction.
And very special thanks to our masterful maintenance staff for building a sukkah and hanging lights so the whole FHJC
community can celebrate!
Dorrie Berkowitz, Membership Committee Co-Chair
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Come join us every Shabbat

Schedule of Services

Jr. Congregation

Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows:

Minha/Ma’ariv
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat…………………..……See Calendar
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown

Shaharit:
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM

For Grades 1-6—Weekly

Shabbat Rishona
For Grades 1-6 and Families
November 5 and December 10

Schedule of Children’s Services
Junior Congregation…………..……..10:15 AM - Noon—Little Synagogue
Kids Kongregation…………………....10:45 AM - 11:45 AM—Room M4

10:15am—Little Synagogue

November 2016 / Tishrei-Heshvan 5777
SUN

MON

Daylight Savings Time
ends Sunday morning,
Nov 6 at 2:00 AM. Don’t
forget to turn your
clocks back 1 hour.

TUE

1

30 Tishrei

5 Heshvan

7

6 Heshvan

8

7 Heshvan

CQY Author’s
Luncheon

12 Heshvan

1 Heshvan

Hazzan’s Torah Class

9

8 Heshvan

14

13 Heshvan

21

20 Heshvan

FRI

4

3 Heshvan

Yarncraft

15

14 Heshvan

16

15 Heshvan

Healing Service
Yarncraft

22

21 Heshvan

Hazzan’s Torah Class
Yoga

23

22 Heshvan

10

11

9 Heshvan

10 Heshvan

Something to Sing About

27

26 Heshvan

28

27 Heshvan

29

28 Heshvan

30

29 Heshvan

USY Social Action Day

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

14

Yarncraft

Hazzan’s Torah Class
Yoga

12

11 Heshvan

Parashat Lech L’cha
B’not Mitzvah of
Michal & Tamar
Picker

4:23pm Ma’ariv
4:25pm Candle Lighting

17

16 Heshvan

Board of Trustees
Meeting

24

23 Heshvan

18

17 Heshvan

Teen Shabbat Dinner

4:17pm Candle Lighting
4:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

25

24 Heshvan
Office Closed

Building Closed

Kadima

4 Heshvan

Sisterhood Book
Discussion

Thanksgiving Day

Yarncraft

5

Parashat Noah
Veteran’s Shabbat

Interfaith Service

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

SAT

Aufruf of
Jackie Topal and Dan
Groner
5:30pm Candle Lighting
Shishi Israeli (IAC)
5:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

United Parents Mtg.
Rabbi’s Talmud Class
19 Heshvan

2 Heshvan
Rabbi’s Talmud Class

Hazzan’s Torah Class
Kadima
Yoga

Cemetery Clean-Up

20

3

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

Election Day

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

13

2

THU

Rosh Hodesh Heshvan Rosh Hodesh Heshvan

Yarncraft

6

WED

19

18 Heshvan
Parashat Vayera
Aufruf of
Nicole Bochner and
Adam Malitz
Hebrew Lit. Group

26

25 Heshvan

Parashat Chayei Sara
Shabbat M’va’r’chim
Bar Mitzvah of
Benjamin Gallai

4:13pm Candle Lighting
4:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE
HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN,
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
Please try to attend the minyan on the nights you attend
those events. Thank you.

Thank you to our November—December Congregational Kiddush Hosts
November 5— Melanie & Martin Topol on the occasion of the aufruf and upcoming wedding of their daughter Jackie to Dan Groner
Meir Toshav on the occasion of his 70th birthday
November 12— Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor & Lenny Picker on the occasion of Michal & Tamar's B’not Mitzvah
November 19 — Jeffrey, Debbie & Amy Bochner, Rhona Drossman & Jeffrey Malitz on the occasion of the auruf and upcoming
marriage of their daughter Nicole Bochner and son Adam Malitz
Susan Ticker and Hazzan Henry Rosenblum on the occasion of their daughter Shira's Senior sermon, one of the
milestone events on the path to rabbinical ordination.
November 26— Joanna & David Gallai on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of their son Benjamin
December 3—

Michele & Ron Amram on the occasion of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Zoë

December 2016 / Kislev-Tevet 5777
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN, UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED.

4 Kislev

5

5 Kislev

6

6 Kislev

7

2

SAT
2 Kislev

Rabbi’s Talmud Class
Rosh Hodesh Kislev

7 Kislev

Sisterhood Rosh
Hodesh Event

8

8 Kislev

3

3 Kislev
Parashat Toldot
Bat Mitzvah of
Zoë Amram

USY/ Teen Lounge

Please try to attend the minyan on the nights you attend those events.
Thank you.

4

1 Kislev

FRI

4:11pm Candle Lighting
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat

9

9 Kislev

10

10 Kislev

Rabbi’s Talmud Class
Torah Fund
Luncheon
USY Ice Skating

Rabbi’s Talmud Class

11

11 Kislev

12

12 Kislev

Yarncraft

13

13 Kislev

Parashat Vayetzei
Hebrew Literature
Group

Hazzan’s Torah Class
Kadima
Yoga

14

14 Kislev

4:10pm Candle Lighting
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat

15

15 Kislev

16

16 Kislev

17

17 Kislev

Rabbi’s Talmud Class
PJ Library Book Fair

Shabbaton

High School Trip–
Golda’s Balcony
Rabbi’s Talmud Class

18

18 Kislev

19

19 Kislev

Healing Service
Yarncraft

20

20 Kislev

Hazzan’s Torah Class
Yoga (Early Class only)
Major Donors Event

21

21 Kislev

Board of Trustees

22

22 Kislev

4:12pm Candle Lighting
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat

23

23 Kislev

Parashat Vayishach
Shabbaton
Teen Musaf

Cinametek: Dough

24

24 Kislev

Parashat Vayeshev
Shabbat M’va’r’chim
Kadima
Yoga

Yarncraft

25

25 Kislev

Building Closed

2nd Candle

26

26 Kislev

Nursery School Closed

3rd Candle

27

27 Kislev

Nursery School
Closed

4th Candle
Lights and Latkes

28

28 Kislev

Nursery School
Closed

5th Candle

USY/ Teen Lounge

29

29 Kislev

Nursery School Closed

6th Candle

4:15pm Candle Lighting
4:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

30

1 Tevet

Nursery School Closed
Rosh Hodesh Tevet
7th Candle
4:20pm Candle Lighting
4:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat

1st Candle
Happy Chanukah!

31

2 Tevet

Parashat Miketz
Shabbat M’va’r’chim

8th Candle
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NOVEMBER B’NOT MITZVAH
Michal Picker

Tamar Picker

Bat Mitzvah
November 12, 2016

Bat Mitzvah
November 12, 2016

Michal is known at home for her frequent declarations of “Abba, I’ve got a
great joke for you!,” along with a
lengthy roster of other catchphrases
(by far the most in the family.) A creative and enthusiastic artist, writer,
storyteller and thinker, Michal is a
proud veteran camper at Ramah Nyack, an eighth grader at the
Paul Klapper School, and a student at Sulam-LI’s Jewish education program. She was acknowledged three years ago as the
inventor of “Imagination TV,” which she employed on long television-less Shabbat afternoons. Currently, she spends time after
shul and the playground as an active participant in family table
reads of scripts of her favorite shows, including a recent spirited – and acclaimed - portrayal of Lisa Simpson in “The President Wore Pearls.” Michal considers herself blessed to be a
“middle” child, if only by a few minutes, although she is not
averse to pockets of peace and quiet, when she can find them.
PULPIT FUND
Roz Okun—in honor of the
aufruf of Rena Wirshba’s
grandson Kyle
Naomi Danis—in honor of the
marriage of Harris & Julie
Lieberman
Naomi Danis—in honor of the
marriage of Joshua Spiro &
Rachel Marks
Beth & Lenny Bren—in honor
of the marriage of Rena Wirshba’s grandson Kyle to Jocelyn
Sedlet
Lisl Topper—in honor of the
upcoming marriage of Melanie
& Martin Topol’s daughter
Jackie to Dan Groner
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab—in celebration of
Meir Toshav’s special birthday
Susan & Arnold Weg—in gratitude to Norman Gursen for
honors received
Susan & Arnold Weg—in gratitude to Judy Beizer for honors
received
Susan & Arnold Weg—in gratitude to Rabbi Skolnik
Tikva Mahlab—in gratitude to
Norman Gursen for honors
received on Sukkot
Zahava Mahlab—in gratitude
to Judy Beizer, Norman Gursen
& Martin Topol for honors
received on Sukkot
Hanna Mahlab—in gratitude
to Judy Beizer, Norman Gursen
& Martin Topol for honors
received on Sukkot
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratitude
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to Judy Beizer, Norman Gursen
& Martin Topol for honors
received on Sukkot
Tikva Mahlab—in honor of
Rabbi Skolnik
Zahava Mahlab—in honor of
Rabbi Skolnik
Hanna Mahlab—in honor of
Rabbi Skolnik
Dorothy Mahlab—in honor of
Rabbi Skolnik
Amy Manheim—in gratitude
to Rabbi Skolnik for his kindness
Marian & Martin Krasilovsky—in gratitude to Norman
Gursen, Dr. Martin Topol &
Dr. Judy Beizer for honors
received
Marian & Martin Krasilovsky—in gratitude to Norman
Gursen, Dr. Martin Topol &
Dr. Judy Beizer for honors
received
Deborah Snider—in honor of
Lillian & Bill Regen
Bonnie & Keith Chernin—in
honor of the birth of Debby &
Mike Seiden’s grandchild
Bonnie & Keith Chernin—in
honor of the birth of Ruth
Danis’ great grandchild
Roz & Oskar Matzner—in
honor of Saul Diamond’s 96th
birthday
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab—in memory of
Gerri Kule
Mr. & Mrs. Noah Berley—in
memory of Julie Bass
Georgette & Anthony Dank-

Tamar, the “almost middle” child, is a passionately curious learner, with possible
aspirations to be the Conservative movement’s first rabbi/paleontologist, although Ezekiel 37:3 was not her inspiration. Her warmth, goofy grin, and love of
music and reading are integral to her personality, along with an
encyclopedic knowledge of all things Pokemon rivalled only by her
younger sister Ellie. Tamar’s room, which has been described by
more than one observer as a field lab for entropy, is a popular
gathering place for her siblings for games of Scrabble and Monopoly, even if it is sometimes more popular than she’d prefer. An
eighth grader at the Solomon Schechter School of Queens, and
also a veteran Ramah Nyacker, Tamar spends Sunday mornings
assisting at Michal’s Sulam program. The family record-holder for
leading Ashrei at FHJC, Tamar is also an early regular at services. She is profoundly grateful for her existence, and her family’s acceptance of her need to practice the ocarina whenever the
muse strikes her.

ner—in loving memory of his
mother, Kathrina Dankner
Anne Frankel—in loving
memory of her mother, Belle
Frankel (8th yahrzeit)
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab—in loving memory
of Mark Raphael’s mother
Perla Mahlab
KIDDUSH FUND
Esther & Ted Feldman—in
honor of Saul Diamond’s 96th
birthday
Sharon & Philip Braginsky—in
honor of Joe Fox’s special
birthday
Ezra Lagnado—in gratitude to
Norman Gursen for honors
received
Esther Feldman—in gratitude
to Norman Gursen for honors
received
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Strogoff—
in memory of Gerri Kule
Pat Wurtzel—in memory of
Gerri Kule
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
Reneé Glick—in gratitude to
Hazzan Rosenblum for his
inspirational chanting on Kol
Nidre
Renee’ Glick—wishing Sybil a
happy & health New Year
Tikva Mahlab—in honor of
Hazzan Rosenblum
Zahava Mahlab—in honor of
Hazzan Rosenblum
Hanna Mahlab—in honor of
Hazzan Rosenblum
Dorothy Mahlab—in honor of
Hazzan Rosenblum

Amy Mahheim—in gratitude
to Hazzan Rosenblum for his
kindness
Susie Spodek & Michael
Turner—in gratitude to Hazzan
Rosenblum for his help and
guidance with Asher’s Bar
Mitzvah
Rabbi Margaret Wenig—in
gratitude to Hazzan Rosenblum
YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND
Pauline & Mark Raphael—in
honor of the birth of Susan &
Arnold Weg’s
granddaughter
Senta Baum—in honor of the
aufruf of Rena Wirshba’s
grandson
Judy & David Zipkowitz—in
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of
Ethan Weintraub
Judy & David Zipkowitz—in
honor of Bill Altman receiving
the honor of Chattan Torah
Carol Braham & Howard
Hankin—in honor of Bill Altman being named Chattan
Torah
Ilana, Bill & Joshua Altman—in
gratitude to Matan Skolnik for
giving us the college refrigerator
Tikvah Mahlab—in gratitude
to Norman Gursen for his
kindness
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratitude
to Norman Gursen for his
kindness
Zahava Mahlab—in gratitude
to Dorrie & Hal Berkowitz for
their kindness,

Hanna Mahlab—in gratitude
to Dorrie & Hal Berkowitz for
their kindness
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratitude
to Dorrie & Hal Berkowitz for
their kindness
Tikva Mahlab—in gratitude to
Mike Abrams, Norman Gursen
& Judy Beizer for honors received
Zahava Mahlab—in gratitude
to Mike Abrams, Norman
Gursen & Judy Beizer for honors received
Hanna Mahlab—in gratitude
to Mike Abrams, Norman
Gursen & Judy Beizer for honors received
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratitude
to Mike Abrams, Norman
Gursen & Judy Beizer for honors received
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratitude
to Norman Gursen for honors
received on Shemini Atzeret
Rhoda House—in memory of
sister, Laura Vogel, mother
Clara Landau & father Max
Landau
Susan Cohen—in memory of
Julie Bass
Roz & Oskar Matzner—in
memory of Amy Manheim’s
mother Audrie Rothschild
FoHi Yentas, Sara Kaufman &
Ilana Altman—in memory of
Amy Manheim’s mother,
Audrie Rothschild
Karen & Larry Goldman—in
memory of Amy Manheim’s
mother Audrie Rothschild

DECEMBER BAT MITZVAH
Zoë Amram
Bat Mitzvah
December 3, 2016
Zoë is a seventh grade student at
Russell Sage JHS 190. Her favorite subjects are English Language
Arts and Math. In her spare
time, Zoë loves to dance, read,
and shop with friends. She also
enjoys spending time with her
brother Max and sister, Alexa.
For her mitzvah project, Zoë
walked to raise money and
awareness for Autism. To date,
she has raised over $3,000.00!
Zoë is looking forward to her new adventure, moving to Amsterdam, Netherlands with her family. She will miss her friends here
terribly, but will be back in a few years to pick up right where she
left off. First though, she is looking forward to her Bat Mitzvah
and sharing the special day with everyone she loves.
Abby S. Klier, Brenda E.
Zuckerman & Family, Jill E.
Kimmel & Family—in loving
memory of beloved parents, grandparents, greatgrandparents, Cora S.
Rodell (15th yahrzeit) &
Joseph S. Rodell, Esq. (40th
yahrzeit)
SIDDUR LEV SHALOM
Roy Rosenthal—in honor of
the kindness of Ellen Jacobs
Roy Rosenthal—in honor of
the kindness of Mollie
Mandel
Roy Rosenthal—in honor of
the kindness of Norman
Gursen
Roy Rosenthal—in honor of
the kindness of Dorothy
Mahlab
Peter, Laura & Larry
Glick—in loving memory of
Cantor Erno Grosz
Tikva Mahlab—in memory
of their beloved parents Dr.
Edward & Suzette Mahlab
Zahava Mahlab—in
memory of their beloved
parents Dr. Edward & Suzette Mahlab
Hanna Mahlab—in
memory of their beloved
parents Dr. Edward & Suzette Mahlab
Dorothy Mahlab—in
memory of their beloved
parents Dr. Edward & Suzette Mahlab
Ellis & Marcia Kane
Hittner—in memory of
Helen Breger.

Fran & Zev Spiro—in
memory of Janice & Joseph
Spiro
Fran & Zev Spiro—in
memory of Ray & Lester
Shapiro
Fran & Zev Spiro—in
memory of Sylvia & Wolf
Koppel
Trudy Emanuel—in
memory of her dear mother Rita Wolf Emanuel (15th
yahrzeit)
Amy, Kevin, Jeremy &
Rachel Manheim—in
memory of beloved mother
& grandmother Audrie Max
Rothschild
Amy, Kevin, Jeremy &
Rachel Manheim—in
memory of beloved father
& grandfather Max
Manheim
Amy, Kevin, Jeremy &
Rachel Manheim—in
memory of beloved sisterin-law & aunt Nancy
Manheim
LEAH WEINBERG
MEMORIAL FUND
Lesley & Allen Kanter—
wishing Barbara Bernstein a
happy & healthy new year
and may Michael’s memory
be for a blessing
Lesley & Allen Kanter—
wishing Erwin a happy &
healthy new year and may
Leah’s memory be for a
blessing
Carole & Erwin Weinberg—in memory of Sonny
Yustman

Refuah Shelemah רפואה שלמה
a full and speedy recovery to
Nathan Bley, Morris Chait, Henry Kletter & Barbara Kupferberg

Mazal Tov מזל טוב
…to those in our Center family who are celebrating a simcha:
to Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor & Lenny Picker on the occasion
of the B’not Mitzvah of their daughters Michal and Tamar
to Joanna & David Gallai on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of
their son Benjamin
to Michelle & Ron Amram on the occasion of the Bat Mitzvah of
their daughter, Zoë
to Lenore & Jules Haas on the birth of their
granddaughter, Lyla Pearl
to Susan & Arnie Weg on the birth of their granddaughter, Lana
Harper, daughter of Justin & Courtney
to Jonathan Zeltser and Liat Bronfeld on the birth of their son
to Robin & Glenn Rothbort on the engagement of their
daughter, Caryn to Aaron Friedlander
to Debbie, Jeffrey & Amy Bochner on the upcoming marriage of
their daughter and sister, Nicole to Adam Malitz
to Sandra Zalbe on the upcoming marriage of her
granddaughter Nicole Bochner to Adam Malitz
to Renee’ Glick on the birth of her 3 great granddaughters
to Rita & Michael Lieberman on the engagement of their
daughter Sharon to Sean Ellman
to Lottie & Henry Burger on the engagement of their
granddaughter Sharon to Sean Ellman
to Kim and Jordan Rutsky on the birth of their daughter
to Temma and Al Kinglsey on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson
Noah, son of Bonni and Mark Kingsley

JACK VOGEL FUND
Elaine Vogel— in gratitude to Rabbi Skolnik for
his inspirational sermon
during the holidays
Elaine Vogel—in loving
memory of beloved,
husband & father, Jack
Vogel (39th yahrzeit)
Elaine Vogel—in loving
memory of a wonder
father, Dr. J. Savin
Garber (27th yahrzeit)
David Vogel—in memory
of grandparents Dr. &
Hamakom Y’nachem
…
Mrs. J Savin Garber
David Vogel—in memory
may God grant comfort and consolation to those who have lost a
of father, Jack Vogel
Amy, Kevin, Jeremy &
loved one:
Rachel Manheim
to Bonnie Chernin on the loss of her dear sister,
RITA BERGER MEMORIMichelle Kaplan
AL FUND
to Amy Manheim on the loss of her dear mother,
Lottie & Henry Burger—
Audrie Rothschild
in memory of Lillian
Rosenthal
to Ethel Romano and James & Heather Romano on the loss of
MARK LEEF SCHOLARtheir dear mother and grandmother, Lillian Kogan
SHIP FUND
to Mark Raphael on the loss of his dear mother Perla Raphael
Tikva Mahlab—in gratitude for the love & supWe mourn the loss of our dear Center Member and friend
port of my sisters
Lillian Rosenthal
Zahava Mahlab—in
May
her
memory be for a blessing.
gratitude for the love &
support of my sisters
Hanna Mahlab—in gratitude for the love & support
I'm so grateful for the outpouring of support following
of my sisters
the loss of my sister. Thank you for thinking of me
Dorothy Mahlab—in gratiduring this difficult time. I appreciate your thoughtfultude for the love & support
of my sisters
ness.

המקום ינחם

Bonnie Chernin
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Jacques Ambron, Broker

A Member of the Forest Hills Jewish Center
community for over 40 years.
Serving the real estate needs of Forest Hills,
Rego Park, Kew Gardens, and Kew Gardens Hills.
Houses, Co-ops, Condos and Rentals,
Estate Consultations, Commercial Properties

SAVEContact
THE
DATE
me at:
718.974.4279
Jacques@madeleinerealty.com
www.madeleinerealty.com

Saturday Evening
January 4, 2014
108-23 Ascan Avenue
FHJC
Forest Hills, NY 11375

Kim F. Trigoboff

ELDER CARE SERVICES, INC.
MEDICAID PROFESSIONALS

Attorney at Law
Wills



Guardianships

Estate

Planning

Medicaid, Special Needs and Disability Planning
Probate and Estate Administration
1140 Sixth Avenue, 9th Floor
New York, NY 10036

Tel: (646) 308-1747
Fax: (646) 308-1240

kimtrigoboff.esq@gmail.com
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Over 18 years experience filing Medicaid home-care and nursing
home application
Protect your income with a pooled income trust,
Protect your home, assets, and surplus income,
Nursing home placement,
Challenge denials,
Full service including representation at Medicaid’s fair-hearings,
recertification, and reimbursements.

FREE CONSULTATION
108-18 Queens Boulevard * Suite 801 * Forest Hills, NY 11375
(718) 575-5700 www.eldercareservicesny.com

