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November 18, 2017 
8:00 PM 

Cinematek Forest Hills 
Presents 

Join the Forest Hills community for the  

2017 I             
T  S  

Sunday, November 19—4:00 PM 

Reform Temple of Forest Hills (71st Rd/ 112th St.)  

Be there with the en re Forest Hills community to li  our voices as one in         

Thanksgiving prayer and song! 

Refreshments following the service. Sponsored by the Forest Hills Interfaith Dialogue  

December 8‐9, 2017 
Shabbat Dinner 

Keynote: The Death of Debate 
and Rise of Hate:  

Technology’s Challenge to the  
Future 

Keynote Presenta on by                                                     

Jonathan Vick, An ‐Defama on League’s (ADL)            

Associate Director of Inves ga ve Technology and 

Cyberhate Response in New York.  

Congrega onal Cholent Kiddush 
8 Sessions to Choose from on 

Shabbat 
Seudat Shlishit learning with 

Rabbi Skolnik 
See pages 8‐10 for more informa on. 

RSVP online at www.FHJC.org/Shabbaton  

Tuesday                          

December 19, 2017  
6:00 PM—7:30 PM 

Communal Candle Ligh ng                                   

Singing & Dancing, Latkes & Sufganiyot 

FHJC ANNUAL SHABBATON 
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Thanksgiving 

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

The beginning of 5778, the new year that always 
feels like a new year to me, has been very kind to 
Robin and me. We have a new granddaughter, a 
new son‐in‐law to be, and I have a new knee that 
is enabling me to walk without pain for the first 

me in many years. Robin and I always feel 
blessed, but these past few months have been 
par cularly good ones. 

Giving thanks on a regular basis is not something 
that comes naturally to most of us; it’s something 
that must be worked on. I am completely con‐
vinced that the rabbinically generated obliga on 
to pray three mes daily is rooted in this con‐
sciousness. Prayer is not about gra fying God’s 
need for praise. It is about cul va ng our aware‐
ness of the myriad blessings that sustain us daily. 

That said, our American tradi on is to designate 
one day a year for formally giving thanks for the 
blessings in our lives, and that day is, of course, 
Thanksgiving. Here in Forest Hills, for the past 
many years, we have, in advance of the day itself, 
marked this annual celebra on with an interfaith 

service. Some mes in synagogues, some mes in 
churches, not yet in a mosque– I hope that will 
someday happen– we come together across faith 
community lines to express our gra tude for the 
lives of plenty that we lead, and the many bless‐
ings that are ours in this most remarkable country. 
Even now, when our country is riven by deep divi‐
sions, we are among the luckiest people on earth… 

This year’s service will take place on Sunday,     
November 19, at 4:00PM, at the Reform Temple of 
Forest Hills, with clergy from most of the major 
houses of worship in our community. In addi on 
to our clergy, Nagilay will be performing, and 
hopefully our Youth Chorus as well. I hope you’ll 
join us. It is invariably a wonderful event, and it 
will leave you feeling good… and grateful. 

 

 

 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 
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Cemetery 
Clean‐Up 
Event 
Sunday,             
November 12 

 

 

Volunteers from FHJC and synagogues around the tri‐state area will be helping 
maintain the grounds at historic Silver Lake Cemetery, operated by The Hebrew 
Free Burial Society. Since the 1880s, the Society has provided low‐cost and free 
burials to needy Jewish families. Our par cipa on in this community‐wide event 
ensures con nued dignity to the grounds. 

Our teams of volunteers will be leaving from FHJC at 9:00AM and returning at 
approximately 1:00PM. You can sign up to volunteer by email to volun‐
teer. jc@gmail.com. Please include whether you can drive or need a li .  

** Teens: Great community service credit opportunity!**  



3 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

NOTES FROM THE HAZZAN 

Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum 

In the Mishna, 
the prayer leader 
was called O‐ver 
lifne ha’teyva 

("one who descends before the 
chest") because the Ark in the ancient 
synagogue was not built into the wall 
of the synagogue but consisted of a 
portable chest containing the Sefer 
Torah. He was also called sheliah tzib‐
bur, the messenger of the congrega‐

on, and hazzan (originally meaning 
"overseer"), which was the name 
most frequently used.  

In Talmudic mes (from the first half 
of the 3rd century CE to the 6th century 
CE), there was no permanent Cantor 
and any member of the congrega on 
might be asked to lead the public 
prayers. The Talmud describes various 
du es performed by the Hazzan Ha‐
Kenesset (overseer of the assembly). 
He was a superintendent at prayer 
mee ngs, officer at proceedings, in‐
structor of children, and, with special 
permission of the congrega on, 
the Torah reader for special occasions. 
His more unusual du es included serv‐
ing as town crier or sheriff, patrolling 
the streets as a town guard, and even 
blowing a Shofar from the roof of the 
synagogue to announce the beginning 
of Shabbat and Fes vals! 

That the Hazzan also served as prayer 
leader is indicated in the Talmud; it 
says that in Simoniya, at the recom‐
menda on of Yehudah Hannasi, Levi 
Bar Sisi func oned simultaneously as 
judge, schoolmaster, preacher and 
hazzan. This was the prac ce in small 
communi es, where several offices 
had to be the responsibility of one 
person. It is uncertain when the 

change of the office of the Hazzan to 
that of Reader occurred, however it is 
first recorded in Pirke de‐Rabbi 
Eliezer. Apparently, a er the fall of 
the 2nd Temple in the year 70 CE, 
there were not enough qualified per‐
sonnel to act as sheliah tzibbur, so the 
Hazzan, who had always served the 
community and synagogue in one way 
or another and had a basic knowledge 
of the prayer chants eventually was 
retained as the prayer leader.  

It was during the Gaonic Period (from 
the end of the 6th century CE to the 
middle of the 11th century CE) that the 
Hazzan Ha‐Kenesset became the per‐
manent Sheliah Tzibbur. Some rea‐
sons for these changes were the in‐
creasing complexity of the liturgy and 
the decline in the knowledge of He‐
brew, as well as a desire to enhance 
the beauty of the service through its 
musical content. The Hazzan Ha‐
Kenesset, who tradi onally guarded 
the correctness of the texts and se‐
lected new prayers, was a natural 
choice for this new permanent role. 
When the liturgy came to include piy‐
yu m (religious poetry), it was the 
Hazzan who would compose and re‐
cite them and provide suitable melo‐
dies. This recita on of the poetry be‐
came known as Hazzanut, and even‐
tually this term came to refer to the 
tradi onal form of chan ng, not only 
of just the poems in the service, but 
the service in its en rety.  

B’Shalom, 

Hazzan Henry Rosenblum 

 NOVEMBER EVENTS 

November 12 Cemetery Clean‐Up 

November 17 Family Shabbat Dinner 

November 19 Interfaith Service 

 DECEMBER EVENTS 

 December 10 Book Fair 

 December 12 First Night of Hanukkah! 

December 19 Lights and Latkes! 

  

  

November 4 Kitah Gimmel Siddur Ceremony 

November 14 Torah Fund Event 

November 19 Religious School Family Work‐
shop 

December 2 Men’s Club Rock & Roll Event 

November 18 Cinematek FHJC Presents 
Fanny’s Journey 

December 8‐9 Shabbaton 

December 9 Cinematek FHJC Presents In 
Search of Israeli Cuisine 

Some Early Cantorial History 

SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 9‐10, 2018 

Scholar‐in‐Residence Program 2018 

THE HISTORY OF CHUTZPAH 

Rabbi Dr. Ed Feinstein 

Please set aside the weekend of February 9‐10, 
2018, for our annual Scholar‐in‐Residence Pro‐
gram, once again made possible through the gen‐
erous support of the Sevin family. Our guest this 
year will be Rabbi Dr. Ed Feinstein, the Senior Rabbi 
of Valley Beth Shalom Congrega on in Encino, Cali‐
fornia. A faculty member of the Ziegler Rabbinical 
School of the University of Judaism, the Wexner 
Heritage Program, and the Shalom Hartman Ins ‐
tute in Jerusalem, Rabbi Feinstein is one of the 
most sought‐a er teachers and lecturers on the 
American Jewish scene. 

With his unique blend of scholarship and humor, 
Rabbi Feinstein’s presenta ons will be devoted to 
“The History of Chutzpah,” tracing the Jewish idea 
of human empowerment through biblical, rabbinic 
and philosophical sources.  

Please set aside the dates; this is a program you 
won’t want to miss! 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PEN 

A number of 
years ago I 
joined other 
Center mem‐
bers on a 
walk‐a‐thon 
through For‐
est Hills; an 

FHJC fundraiser in memory of Michael 
Bernstein, a Center member who valued 
fitness, but whose life was tragically cut 
short. We walked past a number of loca‐

ons in Forest Hills that served as the 
home of the Forest Hills Jewish Center 
prior to its moving into our current loca‐

on on Queens Boulevard, a er World 
War II. As we walked through Forest Hills 
Gardens, the Van Court sec on and along 
Metropolitan Avenue storefronts, we not‐
ed the homes of early Center members, 
and loca ons where the congrega on had 
met. They moved quite a bit from their 
founding in 1931 prior to se ling in to the 
loca on we have called home for close to 
seventy years. Change was very much a 
part of the earlier years. 

For the past 15 years, the leaders of FHJC 

have dreamed of change. Zoning, the 
economy, and a empts at larger scale 
mul ‐site development lengthened our 

me‐line, but also taught us many valua‐
ble lessons. Today, we are again poised to 
build a new home right here at 106‐06 
Queens Blvd, the loca on wisely chosen 
for us so many years ago.  A new modern 
home on a site filled with memories and in 
a loca on that brought joy, comfort and 
community to so many.  

Over the coming months, as the project 
becomes more defined, we look forward 
to sharing many exci ng details with the 
congrega on.  We do know, as Rabbi 
Skolnik shared at Kol Nidre, that there will 
be a me when we are in a nearby tempo‐
rary home, as our new permanent home is 
constructed. But even in a temporary loca‐

on, it will s ll be our home, with our 
schools, our prayer spaces, our mee ng 
rooms and areas where we gather for 
s’machot.  

I feel so op mis c when I think of all the 
posi ve effects a new, modern, well de‐
signed home will mean for us as a commu‐
nity – a warm prayer space where the 

clergy is si ng in our midst, not high 
above the congrega on; an accessible 
bima, allowing all members to accept hon‐
ors; a building with easy access for you 
and your guests joining you for a simcha; 
modern classrooms for our students; relia‐
ble hea ng and cooling; and many others. 

There will certainly be a me for packing, 
deciding what to take, what we can part 
with and of course, determining how to 
incorporate parts of our current home 
into our new home. We will also ‘pack’ 
years of memories to carry with us. Some 
will have mul ple genera ons of memo‐
ries, some just a few years. But they are all 
part of what FHJC is today. 

As someone who has lived in the same zip 
code since 1967, you may correctly guess I 
am not a big fan of change. Change is hard 
and comes with many ques ons. But 
change also brings great opportunity.  And 
I am excited to part of planning our next 
home. Our founders would be proud that 
86 years since our founding in 1931, we 
are con nuing to plan our future. 

Ilana Altman 

Contrasts and Introspec on 

Adult Educa on—Ongoing Learning Opportuni es 

Talmud and Israeli Songs with Rabbi Skolnik 
1) On Thursday mornings, immediately following Minyan, study Talmud in Rabbi Skolnik’s office. The class 
will finish by 9:00AM, and a light breakfast is provided. This is a wonderful opportunity to begin one day a 
week with Torah study; Don’t worry if your Hebrew/Aramaic is weak… the class is conducted in English, and 
all Hebrew/Aramaic text is translated. This class will be learning about the inner dimension of Jewish prayer. 
 
2) On Monday evenings, join Rabbi Skolnik for an 8‐week class in “The Classic Israeli Songbook.” Rabbi 
Skolnik will be sharing some of the songs that have come to define Israel’s earlier years, classics of the me 
of the founding of the State, and also some of the great songs of more recent Israeli performers like Arik 
Einstein, Chava Alberstein, Shlomo Artzi and others. We’ve done a lot of these songs at our annual Yom 
Ha’atzma’ut Zimriyah program through the years, but this is your chance to learn those songs and make 

them your own. Class will meet on November 6, 13, 20 and 27, and December 4, 11, and 18. Join Rabbi Skolnik as he shares his 
passion of Israeli music.  
 

Hazzan Rosenblum Teaches Beginning Hebrew 
Hazzan Rosenblum will be offering a beginner’s class in Hebrew reading for those who have always 
wanted to learn but never seized the moment. Here is your opportunity! In just 7 lessons you can learn 
to read.  Tuesday evenings, following Minyan. 11/7, 11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5 and 12/12.  
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UNITED PARENTS 
As we write this, 
the school year is 
in full swing! 

The school year 
got off to a great 
start with a Wel‐
come Back Break‐
fast for the Reli‐

gious School on Sunday, September 10.  
Parents had an opportunity to mingle with 
one another while learning what is ahead 
for the school year. The Nursery School 
also held its Welcome Back Picnic on Sun‐
day, September 10 in Cunningham Park in 
Fresh Meadows. The weather was beau ‐
ful, and parents, teachers and children all 
had a blast! The children even got to run 
around with the coaches from Soccer 
Friends. The picnic and the breakfast really 
helped get the school year off to a great 
start. 

We began our celebra on of Simchat To‐
rah on Thursday evening, October 12 with 
an ice cream party!  A er a special first 
Hakafot for children, the children and their 
families enjoyed ice cream and other 
treats in the Crystal Room. It was wonder‐
ful to see so many smiling children dancing 
with the Torahs.   

Dancing Danny is back!  United Parents is 
once again sponsoring an Israeli Dance 
class on Tuesday evenings with Danny 
Pollock.  There are classes for both begin‐
ners as well as experienced dancers. 
Please contact the main office for further 
informa on.   

Our Family Shabbat Dinner will be held 
this year on Friday, November 17. This is 
always one of our most successful events, 
and we urge you to a end.  Following ser‐
vices, everyone will enjoy a tradi onal 
Shabbat meal together. Magic Evan will 
once again entertain the children. 

Sunday, December 10 will be our Scholas‐
c bookfair. We were so pleased to bring 

the bookfair back to FHJC last year and 
look forward to doing it again. This will be 
a great opportunity to purchase Hanukkah 
gi s while suppor ng United Parents.  

Speaking of Hanukkah, our Lights and Lat‐
kes celebra on will be held on Tuesday 
night, December 19.   

Please con nue to cut out and save box 
tops for educa on! Thank you to Amy 
Manheim and Jullie Pena for sor ng, 
coun ng and packing all the box tops 
which were dropped off during this past 
year. The money collected benefits both 
our Nursery School and Religious School. 
Collec on boxes are located in the main 
office and the Nursery School Office. 

We also would like to thank everyone who 
par cipated in our Schools Supplies and 
Rosh Hashanah honey fundraisers.  Both 
were very successful and allow us to con‐

nue planning events that benefit the chil‐
dren of FHJC.    

We look forward to seeing you at many of 
the upcoming events! 

Alyssa Pollack and Richard Chase  

Kol Nidre Update 2017 

Dear Friends, 
  
We hope that you found the High Holi‐
days to be meaningful and spiritually 
inspiring.  May 5778 be a good, healthy 
and sweet year for our en re FHJC 
community. 
  
At one point or another in our lives we 
all turn to our synagogue to help fulfill 
our spiritual, cultural, educa onal or 
social needs and we expect the syna‐
gogue to be there for us. We rely on 
our shul to prepare our children to face 
the world as proud and knowledgeable 
Jews. Virtually everything we do at 
FHJC touches the lives of our members, 
but it comes at great expense. Each of 
us must do our part to ensure that our 
high‐quality, diverse programs will con‐

nue to be available to serve our FHJC 
community. Dues and tui on by them‐
selves don’t cover our costs. We need 
your support to accomplish our im‐
portant mission. This is of par cular 
import now as we plan for the future of 
our synagogue. 
  
For those of you who have already 
made your 2017 Kol Nidre dona ons or 
submi ed your pledges, we are most 
grateful ‐ thank you!  If you have given 
in the past, but have not yet go en 
around to it this year, please support us 
again.  A ached is a pdf copy of the Kol 
Nidre Appeal brochure, or you can just 
call the office (718 263 7000 x203) to 
make your dona ons.  If you have not 
made a Kol Nidre pledge in the past, 
this is the me to begin.  And, if you 
have thoughts on how we can be er 
meet your needs, please let us 
know.  We want your input!  

  
With warm regards and many thanks, 
  
Pearl Buitron, Rae Theise Kerzner, Carl 
Koerner, Gail Port & Mark Raphael 
The 2017 Kol Nidre Appeal Co‐Chairs 

New products are added from me to me so please check their                      
website: h ps://www.boxtops4educa on.com/earn/par cipa ng‐products  

Box Tops can be dropped off in the FHJC main office and the FHJC Nursery 
School Office. Please be sure to check that they are not expired. Thank you! 
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Though the 
month of 
Heshvan is 
tradi onally 
described as 

Mar Heshvan—bi er Heshvan, a 
month without holidays—we wel‐
come it in the Religious School. Not 
only do we return to a consistent 
school schedule, but we al‐
so resume some of the programs 
that we regard as core to our pro‐
gram.  

With Heshvan, we begin our Rosh 
Hodesh and Bro Hodesh groups. 
These groups are a chance for our 
older students to celebrate Rosh 
Hodesh as they connect their Juda‐
ism to relevant issues of growing 
up in a complicated world.  We are 
fortunate to be a part of the Mov‐
ing Tradi ons network and have 
the con nuing opportunity to train 
with them monthly. Our Rosh 
Hodesh groups are led by Aaron 
Yavelberg, Karen Stein and Lynn 
Lancaster. 

We also resume making and pack‐
aging brown bag lunches for the 
Interfaith Nutri on Network. These 

lunches are distributed at soup 
kitchens and provide one more 
meal for hungry families. Unfortu‐
nately, these lunches are always in 
high demand. What be er way to 
begin the month than prac cing 
the mitzvah of caring for those in 
need. 

We have resumed Israeli dancing 
with Dancing Danny. Our students 
from pre‐k through Het have the 
opportunity to learn tradi onal and 
modern Israeli dance. They twirl 
and clap and smile. Learning and 
laughing go hand in hand. 

All of these ac vi es have the add‐
ed benefit of helping build rela on‐
ships and community across 
grades. Rosh Hodesh groups span 
5th through eighth grade. Grades 3
‐7 help with some component of 
packing lunches and we dance in 
groups. These rela onships benefit 
all of our students, allowing them 
to some mes be the mentor and 
some mes be with role models. No 
ma er what month it is, we value 
the opportunity to grow rela on‐
ships and grow Jewish lives.     

 

Religious School Reflec on 

Lynn Lancaster 

Mah tovu ohalecha Yaakov, mish‐
k’notecha Yisrael:  How goodly are 
your tents, O Jacob, your dwellings, 
O Israel!  

Join us for a special            
evening dedicated to the 

Torah Fund Campaign 

Tuesday, November 14 

Mah tovu, a phrase that originates in the Torah and 
forms the basis of the opening prayer that is sung 
when entering the synagogue, is the inspira on for this 
year’s theme marking the 100th anniversary of Wom‐
en’s League for Conserva ve Judaism and its dedicated 
philanthropy, the Torah Fund Campaign.  

The Torah Fund Campaign supports students enrolled 
in our seminaries around the world, who will become 
our movement’s future Rabbis, Hazzanim, Educators, 
Camp and Hillel Directors, Chaplains, lay leaders and 
our most innova ve thinkers.  

Tuesday, November 14 

8 p.m. 

at the home of Toby and Allan Silvera 

$54 per person  

RSVP by Monday, November 13   

For more informa on, please contact:  Anise Parnes, 
a.parnes8166@gmail.co Event Chairwomen:  Miriam 
Chait, Anise Parnes and Shirley Rossman‐Zucker  

The Forest Hills Jewish Center Reaches Out During Heshvan and All Year Long 

By Dorrie Berkowitz 

The month of Heshvan has recently be‐
come synonymous with hesed, or kind‐
ness. Why Heshvan? Probably because it’s 
the only month in the Jewish calendar 
without a holiday, so why not fill it with 
gemilut hesed, or acts of kindness. 

Here at FHJC, however, we offer opportu‐
ni es for gemilut hesed, or g’mach, all 
year ‘round. We hope you will take ad‐
vantage of one or more of these opportu‐
ni es to help those in the FHJC communi‐
ty and beyond. 

The FHJC G’mach Ini a ve 

In existence since 2009, our G’mach vol‐
unteers quietly provide comfort to FHJC 

members who ask for home or nursing 
home visits or friendly phone calls. This is 
a wonderful opportunity to cheer up a 
homebound member, to offer support to 
a new parent, or just to say “Hi” with a 
phone call. 

Adult FHJC members — and teens accom‐
panied by a parent — are welcome to vol‐
unteer. And if you or an FHJC member you 
know might benefit from a G’mach volun‐
teer’s support, please contact Rabbi 
Skolnik, Hazzan Rosenblum, or Dorrie 
Berkowitz through the FHJC office. All re‐
quests and support services are confiden‐

al. 

 

 

Partner Programs with Queens Communi‐
ty House 

For more than a year and a half, FHJC vol‐
unteers have partnered with the Queens 
Community House (QCH) in ever‐
expanding ways. 

Through the Forest Hills Interfaith Dia‐
logue, FHJC volunteers, along with volun‐
teers from other faith communi es, 
helped establish the monthly evening 
food pantry at QCH. Adults, and pre‐teens 
and teens accompanied by parents, help 
out on the last Wedneday of every month 
to sort donated packaged food (3:00pm to 
5:30pm) and/or distribute the assembled 
food packages to the recipients who come 

(Con nued on page 15) 
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News from Nursery School 

Lynn Fisher and Iris Chomsky 
The Hebrew words for 
gra tude are Hakarat Ha‐
tov, which means 
“recognizing the good.”  
Thankfulness is defined as 
an awareness of a benefit; 
a feeling of gratefulness or 
apprecia veness. It is fun‐

damental for future genera ons to have a deeper understand‐
ing of gra tude and thankfulness. At this me of year, Ameri‐
cans focus on what it means to be thankful. As American Jews, 
this is something embedded in our prayers, our customs and in 
our way of life. Among many other tradi ons, we say todah, 
thank you, when someone does something kind; we recite the 
Modeh Ani, the prayer thanking God for the gi  of life; we prac‐

ce Tikkun Olam, acts of kindness performed to perfect or re‐
pair the world.   

With the joy and commitment of Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
and Sukkot behind us, we are beginning to prepare for Thanks‐
giving.  Celebra ng Sukkot was a natural star ng point for the 
teachers to start discussing Thanksgiving as both holidays are 
connected to the harvest.  During both holidays, we express our 
thankfulness for food, shelter and the kindness of others. The 
children of the Nursery School and Pre‐K For All are focusing 
their a en on not only on turkey and cranberries, but also on 
the deeper meaning of thankfulness. Our Morahs are modeling 
thankfulness as an everyday occurrence. We model awareness 
of what we have and the need to share with others in our com‐

munity and in the world around us.   

As the calendar transi ons from Thanksgiving to Hanukkah, the 
Nursery children will begin to focus on the beauty of light as it 

es to Hanukkah. The Morahs will stress how thankful the Jew‐
ish people are for the miracle of the oil and the bravery of the 
Maccabees. Thanksgiving reminds us of the pilgrims’ difficult 
journey to escape religious persecu on. The pilgrims were 
thankful to be able to prac ce their religion in the new land.  
Hanukkah’s narra ve is also deeply rooted in the fight for reli‐
gious freedom. Hanukkah tells us about how we earned our 
freedom to prac ce Judaism and our thankfulness to God for 
the miracles. 

As Jews, we look to the Torah for insight on the trait of thankful‐
ness.   Children con nually look to their parents for understand‐
ing and insight. This is a perfect me to prac ce these ideals 
with your children. As parents, you have the strongest impact 
and you can do many things to encourage gra tude and thank‐
fulness. Let your children see you thank your doorman for hold‐
ing open the door, thank your significant other for giving you a 
compliment and even thank your child for cleaning up their 
toys. All of these simple ac ons are meaningful lessons that 
contribute to the overall development of your child’s character.  
In working together and se ng good examples, we can ins ll 
the true values of these holidays.  

May you have a meaningful Thanksgiving and a happy Hanuk‐
kah. 

The 5778 FHJC Sukkah looked beau ful thanks to a terrific turnout of volunteers:  

If we’ve misspelled a name, or if we’ve le  out anyone, let us know so we can make the correc on. 
Thanks to the educators and students in our Early Childhood and Religious schools for enhancing the sukkah with their decora‐

ons. Thanks to Margot Belgorod for photographing our community working together. Thanks to Sisterhood for providing the 
art supplies, garlands, and other “produce.” Thanks to Men’s Club for providing all the snacks and beverages. And very special 
thanks to our masterful Maintenance Staff for building a sukkah and hanging lights so the whole FHJC community can cele‐
brate! 

Dorrie Berkowitz, Membership Commi ee Co‐Chair  

Ilana Altman 
Debra Baer 
Dorrie and Hal Berkowitz 
Barbara Bernstein 
Pearl Buitron 
Richard, Nancy, Jacob, and Abby Chase 
Jason, Rebecca, and Jacob Dunkel 
Lee Elovitch 
Paul, Abbie, Robbie, and Maddy Hellman 
Paul Goldfarb 
Judy Gostl 
Eric and Elana Greenberg 
Heather, Jason, and Lucy Isenberg 
Jill and Caralyn Kramer 
Ethan, Jonah, and Hayde Laub 

Adam, Jonah, and Avi Monaco and Karen 
Stein 

Sofie, Polina, and Eva Oleynikova 
Anise Parnes 
Sandra Peskowitz 
Ellie and Michal Picker 
Alyssa, Howard, Madison, Hailey, and 

Melissa Pollack 
Gail Port 
Allan and Heidi Nelson Rolnick 
Britney, Acacia, and Liberty Rudler 
Kevin Saponaro 
Dahlia Schoenberg, Jonathan, and Ella Lam 
Carl and Avery Schrag 
Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor 

Susie Spodek 
Eli Steier 
Hannah and Miriam Stein 
Josh and Nathaniel Stern 
Ron Sternberg 
Dan, Rose, and Eli Subotnik 
Henry Vas Nunes 
Gergory and Shana Vayner 
David and Faith Farrah Walco ‐Snyder 
Warren Wankoff 
Mindy Weinbla  
Miriam Weintraub 
Paul and Caleb Wolf 
Randi Zwick‐Marks, Michael, and Eliana 

Marks 
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Jonathan Vick will deliver our keynote presenta on: 

The death of debate and rise of hate—technology’s challenge to the future 
America has long been the leader in the entertainment industry: movies, radio, television and then the internet.  Along 
with technological and business leadership, the U.S. also became a thought leader. Free speech came to be seen as the 
cornerstone for a na on’s admirable success.   

The concept of free speech was adopted by many disciplines and dri ed into the realm of an absolute concept. The belief 
that no debate is necessary if free speech is absolute has become an accepted social currency. Where there is no engage‐
ment between unlike sides, there is no debate. Where there is no debate, the exchange of ideas and intellectual growth 
dies.  

Presiden al debates are anything but true debates; rarely do government officials or average ci zens openly engage in 
verbal conflict, which is what debate is. Even crea ve conflict is avoided at all costs.  Nature hates a vacuum ‐ where de‐
bate is absent, opportunism steps in.  Informa on ‐ unques oned, undebated, unexamined, and unchallenged ‐ steps in to 
fill the void.  Part 2 of Jonathan's presenta on will be Wednesday, January 3, a er minyan, with computer and large screen! 

Jonathan Vick is An ‐Defama on League’s (ADL) Associate Director of Inves ga ve Technology and Cyberhate Response in 
New York. He joined ADL over 14 years ago a er working in online marke ng for Hearst Publishing, marke ng for Philips 
Electronics, and trade development intelligence for the Bri sh Government. He is a specialist on the technology, business 
and poli cs of the internet and connected technologies. Jon has wri en extensively and created training material and con‐
sumer safety tools. He works with internet‐related companies, law enforcement agencies and government. He is ac vely 
involved in training and liaison efforts for emerging technology markets in La n America and South Africa. Jonathan is a 
recipient of ADL’s Senn/Greenberg Award for Professional Excellence. He is ADL representa ve to Twi er’s Trust and Safe‐
ty Council, YouTube’s Trusted Flagger Program and a board member of the Interna onal Network Against Cyber Hate. He is 
a graduate of the Syracuse University, Newhouse School of Communica ons.  

Saturday, December 9 
Shabbat services at 9:00AM followed by a Cholent Kiddush in the Heller Family Ballroom 

8 different classes to choose from for a ernoon study (Childcare available) 

  3:50PM early Minha. Rabbi Skolnik will give the final presenta on during Seudah Sh’lishit              
(the third meal of Shabbat)                                                                                        

We will conclude Shabbat with Ma’ariv at 5:30PM and a musical Havdalah 

The Shabbaton expenses are sponsored by some of our members.  The list will be available on the day of the program.  

RSVP by Tuesday, December 5 by returning the form to the FHJC Office, or online at www.FHJC.org/Shabbaton 

Reserva ons 

required for 

dinner,              

all classes and 

childcare. 

Join our community as we come together to celebrate Shabbat 

Friday Night, December 8                                               

5:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv in the Estelle Feiner Crystal Room                                           

Following services, there will be a tradi onal Shabbat dinner (by reserva on only) 

7:45 PM  Keynote Presenta on– The Death of Debate and The Rise of Hate — Jonathan Vick 

(open to all)                                                                                                     

We will join Hazzan Rosenblum in singing Zemirot throughout the evening.                                          

Friday night Dinner reserva ons: Age 13 and up—$30 per person / Age 4‐12—$10 per person  
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SESSION 1—Choose from A‐D (1:30‐2:15 PM) 

 Session 1 Class A—Lenny Picker: Was Sherlock Holmes Jew‐
ish? A Look At The Evolu on Of Jewish Detec ve Fic on ‐ 
Not everyone is aware of the rich history of Jews who have 
wri en in the genre, including an early cultural Zionist, and 
a contemporary rabbi who has made Jewish literacy widely 
accessible, or their characters, who pit their brains against 
clever criminals hoping to get away with murder. Lenny 
Picker, who has read, at a conserva ve es mate, over 5000 
mystery novels, and who has wri en about them since the 
Jimmy Carter era, will offer a comprehensive survey.   

 Session 1 Class B—Nora Mandel: Toward An Iconography 
Of An ‐Semi c Images Of Jewish Women ‐ Think of an ‐
Semi c images of Jews in Western culture: Shylocks with 
hook noses looms large. Male! Of course there is an ‐
Semi sm against Jewish women, but what do their stereo‐
types look like? In my reviews and monitoring of film and 
television over the past 20 years, I’ve looked for an ‐Semi c 
images of women and have been surprised not only at the 
lack of research on the subject (both journalis c and aca‐
demic), but that to understand the assump ons, one has to 
go back to the Middle Ages. My talk will be an exploratory 
survey of popular culture, from the Middle Ages, through 
the Nazis (then and now), and recent entertainment media, 
in the U.S. and beyond. Nora Lee Mandel has reviewed doc‐
umentaries, independent, and foreign‐language films, par‐

cularly of Jewish interest, for websites and publica ons 
over a dozen years. Her ongoing Cri cal Guide to Jewish 
Women in Movies, TV, and Pop Music [h p://
MavensNest.net/Lilith.html] has been the basis for her pre‐
vious Shabbaton talks. 

 Session 1 Class C—Jay Luger: There once was a chief rabbi 
of Rome/ The Eternal City was his congrega on's home/ He 
abandoned his old boss/ As he bowed to the cross/ So his 
congrega on never ever bade him shalom. Tse u’lemad 
(come and learn) why Rabbi Israel Zolli converted as WW2 
was winding down. Jay has an MA in Jewish History from YU 
and many addi onal years of study at JTS. He is a fe‐
line  veterinarian.  

 Session 1 Class D—Rabbi David Cavill: God of Fire ‐ The 
Torah contains recurring elements in which the Divine mani‐
fests through expressions of fire.   Fire con nues to be im‐
portant to Jewish religious imagina on beyond the bible. 
Drawing on his rabbinical school thesis, Rabbi Cavill will pre‐
sent several texts in which the Divine appears through im‐
agery and prac ces connected to fire. David Cavill was or‐
dained as a rabbi in April 2017 at the Academy for Jewish 
Religion. He earned the degree of Master of Divinity at Yale 
University and completed the Jewish Theological Seminary’s 
undergraduate Joint Program with Columbia Universi‐
ty.  David currently works as the Controller of New York City 
Audubon Society and has a background in nonprofit man‐
agement  

 Session 2 Class E—Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor: When 
David Slew Goliath: What You Thought You Knew! “David 
and Goliath” is o en used to describe a power struggle 
where the weaker party triumphs, as we (in the West) near‐
ly all know the “Bible Stories” version of David slaying the 
giant. Our understanding is challenged, though, by a careful 
reading of the biblical account and the other Ancient Near 
Eastern evidence. You may never use that metaphor the 
same way again! Rabbi Chana Thompson Shor was ordained 
from JTS, in 1995, where she also studied Hebrew Bible in 
the graduate school.  She completed "about half" of a Ph.D., 
which was interrupted by the (joyful!) arrival of a second set 
of twins. Among other ac vi es, Chana keeps her Bible skills 
sharp with an obsessive interest in the Exodus narra ve, and 
an ongoing study of the Book of Samuel. 

 

 Session 2 Class F—Mitchell Frank: We Were As Dreamers ‐ 
There was a Zionist movement 2,500 years ago, when exiles 
to Babylonia returned to the land of Israel a er Babylon was 
conquered by Persia. Who were these Shavei Tzion, these 
returners to Zion? Who was their Ben Gurion? Their Rav 
Kook? What did they dream? What were their obstacles? 
How did Judaism become transformed in their era? In this 
presenta on we will review selected readings from the later 
Biblical wri ngs to get a sense of the period, its all‐too‐
human heroes, its crises and triumphs. Mitchell is a clinical 
psychologist who holds graduate degrees from the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and YU.  

 Session 2 Class G—Dr. Stephen Teitelbaum: Posthumous 
Sperm Retrieval: Mechanics, Ethics, and Halacha, and The 
Socioeconomic Implica ons for The Fallen IDF Soldier‐ 
Posthumous sperm retrieval is a procedure performed to 
extract spermatozoa from a recently deceased man.  The 
sperm would then be available for fer liza on.  We will ex‐
plore the mechanics of the procedure as well as the ethical 
and halachic considera ons surrounding the use of such 
sperm for posthumous concep on.  I also hope to touch on 
the issue of survivor benefits for the posthumously con‐
ceived offspring of fallen IDF soldiers. Open discussion is 
encouraged. Stephen prac ces urology in Brooklyn, NY.  

 

 Session 2 Class H—Adam Monaco ‐ With Great “Koach” 
Comes Great Responsibility, Volume 2 ‐ Superman is a char‐
acter with a long history of being one of the world's most 
famous superheroes. Created by two Jews in Cleveland, he 
represented something amazing for all people, young and 
old. In this session, we will discuss the Man of Steel's roots 
and connec ons to Judaism. Adam Monaco is a middle 
school English teacher, with nearly two decades of teaching 
in both public schools and yeshivas. He holds an MS in Eng‐
lish/Secondary Educa on. He also runs the FHJC Kadima 
group. Adam has been keeping comic book stores in busi‐
ness for almost 30 years. 

SESSION 2—Choose from E‐H (3:00‐3:45 PM) 
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Please RSVP by Tuesday, December 5, 2017, for all parts of the Shabbaton.   
Thanks to our generous sponsors, there is no charge for the Shabbaton, except for Shabbat dinner. 
Please use this form to sign up for the dinner and/or the Shabbat a ernoon sessions and childcare. 

Or, register online at www.FHJC.org/Shabbaton.  

Family	reservations	for	Friday	Night	Dinner:	

 # of adults age 13 up at $30:         ______  

 # of children age 4–12 at $10:      ______ 

 # of children age 3 & under free: ______ 

List first name & last name of all par cipants please: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________ _____________________   _____________________________ 
Address     Phone    Email 

Total for dinner: $ ___________ Handicap Access Required  ___yes  ___no    # of Vegetarians _____  # of GF _____ 

Please seat me with:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is payment of $__________ for the Shabbat dinner.          _____# Children needing childcare during presenta on  

Credit card info (MC or Visa)_______________________exp___________ or enclose a check payable to FHJC. 

 

Shabbat a ernoon session reserva ons: Please list each family member separately: 

________________________  Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:   A      B       C       D 
Full Name     Session 2 Choice:   E       F       G       H   

Childcare Reserva ons 

_________________________       _________________________     
Child’s Name                                               Age Child’s Name                                               Age  

_________________________  
Child’s Name                                               Age   

  

Addi onal dona on to help defray the extra costs of the Shabbaton: $ ________ 

Please send this form with your payment (if a ending the Shabbat dinner) to 

the Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106‐06 Queens Blvd, Forest Hills, NY 11375   a n: Shabbaton 
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Our Sister‐
hood year 
got off to a 
wonderful 
start with 
the Installa‐

on of our 
new offic‐
ers on Sep‐

tember 12. The fes vi es were accompa‐
nied by seasonal drinks (Apple nis, Shirley 
Temples, made with pomegranate juice, 
and Honey Pepper Bourbon) and seasonal 
foods (apples, honey, and honey cakes) as 
we welcomed our new Co‐Presidents, 
Debra Weil and Marcia Belgorod, along 
with the 2017‐2018 Sisterhood Board 
Members. Shanah Tovah pencils were 
distributed to our returning Religious 
School students to help them start the 
New Year with new wri ng materials. Sis‐
terhood members joined together with 
Mens’ Club and United Parents to help 
decorate the FHJC Sukkah and celebrate 
hiddur mitzvah – the beau fica on of the 
mitzvah.  Our Chamsa Making program is 
now scheduled for December 11, where 
we will be making chamsaot to decorate 
our homes for Hanukkah and learn more 
about Birkat Habayit – Blessing our 
homes. 

Sisterhood is gearing up for many new and 

exci ng programs this fall. Our Torah Fund 
campaign is underway, with many mem‐
bers already wearing this year’s Mah Tovu 
pin celebra ng the 100th Anniversary of 
Women’s League. If you have not yet had 
the opportunity to get your pin, please 
contact the Torah Fund Chairwomen, An‐
ise Parnes, Shirley Rossman‐Zucker, and 
Miriam Chait, and show your support for 
Torah Fund and Women’s League. We will 
be having the kick off Torah Fund event on 
Tuesday evening, November 14 with a 
Dessert Recep on at the home of Toby 
Silvera. We will be celebra ng the Semi‐
naries around the world that are support‐
ed by our contribu ons to Torah Fund.   

Sisterhood will be celebra ng Jewish Book 
Month with not one but two book discus‐
sion groups mee ng during November. 
Our newest program, Day me Readers, 
led by Miriam Weintraub and Anna Grosz, 
will begin mee ng on Thursday, Novem‐
ber 16 at 1:30pm to discuss The Bridal 
Chair by Gloria Goldreich, and again on 
December 14 to discuss Whispers From 
the East by Amie Ali. The Day me Read‐
ers will con nue to meet on the second or 
third Thursday of each month to discuss 
books of interest and have some cookies 
together. Evening readers – don’t despair!  
Our yearly book discussion with Robin 
Skolnik con nues as we meet The Beauty 

Queen of Jerusalem by Sarit Yishai‐Levy 
on Thursday, November 30 at 8pm.  Sister‐
hood book discussions come with insights 
into the book and author, friends and 
food. In the planning stages is a book dis‐
cussion group for readers of Fantasy and 
Science Fic on literature. Don’t miss out! 

We have many more programs and ac vi‐
es coming up.  We are con nuing to pre‐

pare for Sisterhood Shabbat on January 
27, 2018 – there are s ll parts available 
leading t’fillot, reading Torah and Ha o‐
rah. Please contact sisterhood@ jc.org if 
you are interested in par cipa ng.  The 
Walking, Posture, and Balance Classes 
with Gerald Padilla con nue to meet on 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 10:45 am and 
Friday at 10:30am. Please email Sister‐
hood@ jc.org or a note in the FHJC office 
for addi onal informa on. Yoga with Lo‐
rain is going strong on Wednesday eve‐
nings. We are also con nuing our support 
of Transi on House; watch for details in 
the Rosh Hodesh Sisterhood Blast.  

As you can see – this is NOT your Grand‐
mother’s Sisterhood! If you don’t see the 
program that interests you – let us know, 
and who knows? Maybe it will be adver‐

sed in the next Message. 

Happy Fall!  

Debra and Marcia 

SISTERHOOD 

Last year, at about 
the same me of 
year, my message 
was that reports 
of the death of the 
Men’s Club were 
greatly exaggerat‐
ed (see M. Twain) 

and that we were definitely alive. This 
year my message is that we are a vibrant 
and growing organiza on that donates 
our me, exper se and money to our Shul 
and neighboring communi es while s ll 
finding me to have fun. Our opening 
event earlier this month was a great ex‐
ample of all this in ac on. On Sunday 
evening, October 8th, we hosted our third 

or fourth annual Scotch and Beer BBQ in 
FHJC’s Sukkah. Approximately 60 men, 
women and children from our FHJC com‐
munity and our Forest Hills community 
a ended the event where our Men’s Club 
“chefs” did all of the cooking (and proba‐
bly a lot of the drinking). We were also 
able to scare the rain away, even though 
there was a 100% chance of rain called 
for. 

Our next event is a Rock and Roll evening 
on Saturday, December 2nd, at 8:00 PM, in 
the Heller Ballroom. The popular NYC 
band ‘Nite Brigade’ will be playing our 
favorite tunes from the 60’s, 70’s and 
80’s. Tickets are $20 per person (with a 
buy three and get a fourth cket free dis‐

count). Snacks and beverages are compli‐
mentary and BYOB is also there for you. 

Looking ahead, in January we will host the 
second Havdallah evening event for kids 
on Saturday, January 6th; and, then, the 
following morning, Sunday, January 7th, 
we will have our annual Shiva Minyan 
Breakfast. Finally, on Saturday night, Jan‐
uary 27th, we will be part of the very pop‐
ular Coffee House happening. 

Hope to see you at all of these events, 

Warren Wankoff, President 

FHJC Men’s Club 

A MEN’S CLUB MINUTE 
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 
Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 
Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congrega on…………..……..10:15 AM ‐ Noon—Li le Synagogue 
Kids Kongrega on…………………....10:45 AM ‐ 11:45 AM—Room M4 
 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat…………………..……See Calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

~ November 2017 ~Heshvan—Kislev 5778  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

12th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

7pm Freedom Song (@Sid 
Jacobson JCC)  

2 
13th of Heshvan 
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

 

3 
14th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

USY Fall Kinnus (@H2I) 
5:30p Kabbalat Shabbat 
5:31p Candle Ligh ng 

4 
15th of Heshvan  
Parashat Vayera 
9a Bat Mitzvah of Leah Schutz 
9a Bernstein‐Shine Aufruf 
9a Siddur Ceremony 

 

5 Daylight Saving Time 
Ends 
16th of Heshvan  
9a Nagillah 
12:30p CQY Author's Cafe 

6 
17th of Heshvan  
8p Sisterhood  Mee ng 

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

7 Election Day 
18th of Heshvan  
No Religious School 
Nursery School ‐ 1/2 Day 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

8 
19th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

9 
20th of Heshvan  
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
6p Kadima  

10 
21st of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
4:24p Candle Ligh ng 
4:25p Kabbalat Shabbat 

11 Veterans' Day 
22nd of Heshvan  
Parashat Chayei Sara 
9a Recognizing our Veterans 
1p Hebrew Literature Group 

 

12 
23rd of Heshvan  
9a Nagillah 

9a Cemetery Clean‐Up 

6p USY/ Teen Lounge 

13 
24th of Heshvan  

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

14 
25th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
8p Torah Fund Event 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

15 
26th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

16  
27th of Heshvan  
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

1:30p Sisterhood Book Club 

6p Kadima 
8p Board of Trustees Mee ng 

 

17 
28th of Heshvan  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
4:18p Candle Ligh ng 
4:20p Kabbalat Shabbat 
6p Family Shabbat Dinner 

18 
29th of Heshvan  
Parashat Toldot 
Shabbat M'va'r'chim 
3p Play in the Gym 

9p Cinematek Forest Hills: 
Fanny’s Journey 

 

19 
1st of Kislev  
Rosh Chodesh Kislev 
8:20a Shacharit 
9a Nagillah 
9a Religious School Family 
Workshop 

4:00p Interfaith Service 
(@Reform Temple of FH) 
4:20p Minha 

20 
2nd of Kislev  

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

21 
3rd of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

22 
4th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

23 Thanksgiving Day 
5th of Kislev  
8:20a Shacharit 

FHJC Office Closed 
4:20p Minha 

24 
6th of Kislev  
FHJC Office Closed 
4:14p Candle Ligh ng 
4:15p Kabbalat Shabbat 

25 
7th of Kislev  
Parashat Vayetzei 

 

26 
8th of Kislev  
9a Nagillah 
9a No Religious School 

27 
9th of Kislev  

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

28 
10th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

29 
11th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

30 
12th of Kislev  
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

8p School Board Mee ng 
8p Sisterhood Book Discussion 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends Sun‐

day morning, Nov 5 at 2:00 AM. 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks 

back 1 hour. 

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING 

EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE 

HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW‐

ING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN, 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.  

Come join us every Shabbat  

Jr. Congregation 
For Grades 1‐6 

10:15am—Li le Synagogue 
 

Kids Kongregation 
For Young Children and Families 

10:45am—M4 
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~ December 2017 ~ Kislev-Tevet 5778 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
          1 

13th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
4:10p Kabbalat Shabbat 
4:11p Candle Ligh ng 

2 
14th of Kislev  
Parashat Vayishlach 
9a Bar Mitzvah of Max Somer‐
shaf 
3p Play in the Gym 
7p Men's Club Rock & Roll 
Event 

3 
15th of Kislev  
9a Nagillah 
1p USY ‐ Sababa Skates 

4 
16th of Kislev  

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

5 
17th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

6 
18th of Kislev  
9am Nursery School 1/2 Day 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

7 
19th of Kislev  
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
6pm Kadima 

8 Shabbaton 
20th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

Kadima Shabbaton 
(Greenburgh) 
4:10p Candle Ligh ng 
4:10p Kabbalat Shabbat 

9 Shabbaton 
21st of Kislev  
Parashat Vayeshev 

Cinematek Forest Hills‐In 
Search of Israeli Cuisine 

 

 

10 
22nd of Kislev  
9a Nagillah 

10a Book Fair 

11 
23rd of Kislev  
8p Sisterhood Chamsa Work‐
shop 

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

12 Hanukkah 
24th of Kislev  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
Hanukkah: 1 Candle 

8p Hazzan’s Hebrew Class 

13 Hanukkah 
25th of Kislev  
Second Candle 
6:45a Shacharit 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
Hanukkah: 2 Candles 

14 Hanukkah 
26th of Kislev  
6:45a Shacharit 
8a Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

1:30p Sisterhood Book Discus‐
sion 
Hanukkah: 3 Candles 

6pm USY Hanukkah Party 

 

15 Hanukkah 
27th of Kislev  
6:45a Shacharit 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
4:10p Kabbalat Shabbat 
4:11p Candle ligh ng 
Hanukkah 4 Candles 

16 Hanukkah 
28th of Kislev  
Parashat Miketz 
Shabbat Chanukkah and 
Shabbat M'va'r'chim 
3p Play in the Gym 
Hanukkah: 5 Candles 

17 Hanukkah 
29th of Kislev  
9a Nagillah 

10:30 Yeladudes Theatre 

Hanukkah: 6 Candles 

18 Hanukkah 
30th of Kislev  
Rosh Chodesh Tevet 
6:45a Shacharit 
Hanukkah: 7 Candles 

8p Rabbi's Israeli Song Class 

19 Hanukkah  
1st of Tevet  
Rosh Chodesh Tevet 
6:45a Shacharit 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
Hanukkah: 8 Candles 
6p Lights and Latkes 

20 Hanukkah 
2nd of Tevet  
Chanukah: 8th Day 
6:45a Shacharit 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

21  
3rd of Tevet  
6p Kadima 
USY PreConven on (Chicago) 
8p Board of Trustees Mee ng 

22 
4th of Tevet  
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 
4:14p Candle ligh ng 
4:15p Kabbalat Shabbat 

23 
5th of Tevet  
Parashat Vayigash 

 

24 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
USY Interna onal Conven on 
6th of Tevet  
9a Nagillah 

25  
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
7th of Tevet  
Building Closed 
NS ‐ Winter Recess 

26 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
8th of Tevet  
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

27 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
9th of Tevet  
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
10:30a Sisterhood Balance 
Class 

28 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
10th of Tevet  
Asara B'Tevet 
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
7a Shacharit 

29 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
11th of Tevet  
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
4:19p Candle Ligh ng 
4:20p Kabbalat Shabbat 

30 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
12th of Tevet  
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
Parashat Vayechi 

 

31 
 Religious School‐Winter 
Recess 
13th of Tevet  
NS ‐ Winter Recess 
9a Nagillah 

 *ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 

7:30 PM MINYAN,  UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

Please try to a end the minyan on the nights you a end those events.  Thank you. 

Thank you to our  

November—December Congrega onal 
Kiddush Hosts 

November 4—    Marcy Mirkin and Adam Schutz on the occasion 
  of the Bat Mitzvah of Leah 

                Barbara Bernstein on the occasion of the aufruf 
  and upcoming marriage of her daughter Allison to 
  Aaron Shine 

December 2—    Vilia & Vladimir Somershaf  on the occasion of the 
  Bar Mitzvah of their son, Max. 

Cinematek Forest Hills Presents 

December 9, 2017 
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Max Somershaf 
Bar Mitzvah 
December 2, 2017 
Max Somershaf is a 13 year old who is 
having his bar mitzvah on Dec 2nd. He 
goes to school at Kew Forest and his fa‐
vorite subjects are History and Math. He 
focuses on basketball every single day 
and hopes to become a college athlete 

and maybe even a player in the NBA. He lives with his Mom, Dad, 
and sister and loves them to the moon and back. He hangs out 
with friends on the weekends and is a great person to be around.  

Leah Schutz 
Bat Mitzvah 
November 4, 2017 
Leah Schutz, an 8th grader 
at Louis Armstrong Middle 
School, loves spending 

me with her friends, fami‐
ly and listening to Ameri‐
can & Israeli pop music. 

Leah is an avid photographer and budding visual storyteller, she 
also has a huge passion for surfing. She has tremendous com‐
passion for the underdog and is not shy about poin ng out so‐
cial inequi es and offering alterna ves. Leah has inherited the 
same spry wit of her grandfathers whom she is named a er. 
She feels lucky that her bat mitzvah is actually on her birthday 
and has been volunteering and fundraising for the God's Love 
We Deliver Birthday Cake Project as her mitzvah project.  

PULPIT FUND 
Lucy Preisler—in gra tude for hon‐
ors received 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in honor of Rabbi Skolnik 
Sarah & Stephen Markowitz ‐ in 
honor of the birth of Susan and 
Alan Kirschner's granddaughter 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in celebra on of Dr. Ben 
Leeman, Cha an Torah & 
 Judy Gostl, Kallat Bereshit 
Grace Schwartzberg—in honor of 
the engagement of Talya Skolnik to 
Adam Dicterow 
Marian & Mar n Krasilovsky—in 
gra tude to Norman Gursen & Dr. 
Mar n Topol for honors received   
Marian & Mar n Krasilovsky—in 
gra tude to Dr. Judith Beizer, Nor‐
man Gursen & Dr. Mar n Topol for 
honors received 
Tikva,  Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in gra tude to Norman 
Gursen for honors received 
(Sukkot) 
Anise Parnes—in gra tude to the 
Ritual Commi ee for honors re‐
ceived 
Louis Jaari—for the yahrzeit of his 
brother, Simon Moskowitz 
Amy Manheim—in memory of her 
mother, Audrie Rothschild, first 
yahrzeit 
Anne Frankel—in memory of her 
mother, Belle Frankel, yahrzeit 
Anthony & George e Dankner and 
family—in memory of his mother, 
Katharina Dankner 
 
 
 

The following have made dona ons 
in memory of Ruth Danis: 

Carol & Howard Hankin 
Roz Feuer 
Esther & Ted Feldman 
Miriam Weintraub 
Marilyn Bochner 
Lewis Polishook & Susan Sa‐
piro, Aliza and Bina 
Esther Wolberger 
Bruce Danoff 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna &       
Dorothy Mahlab 
Ellen Cahn 
Michael & Gila Wasserman  
Rebekah & Norman Fassler 

 
HAZZAN’S MUSIC FUND  
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in honor of Hazzan Henry 
Rosenblum 
Marcy Mirkin, Adam Schutz & Leah 
Schutz—in gra tude to Hazzan 
Rosenblum for all his hard work 
preparing Leah for her Bat Mitzvah 
Members of Nagilah—in memory 
of Ruth Danis 
 
 YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 
Helaine & Andy Bass—in honor of 
the engagement of Elaine & Paul 
Suchow’s son Joshua  
Helaine & Andy Bass—in honor of 
the engagement of Marilyn and Eli 
Hertz's son Danny  
Helaine & Andy Bass—in honor of 
the birth of Marilyn and Eli Hertz's 
granddaughter 
Judy & David Zipkowitz—in honor 
of Ben Leeman's honor of Cha an 
Torah 
 

Miriam & Murry Kalinsky—in gra ‐
tude to Mark Raphael for his kind‐
ness 
Hanna & Dorothy Mahlab—in 
gra tude to Norman Gursen for 
honors received (Shemini Atzeret) 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in gra tude to Michael 
Abrams, Judy Beizer & Norman 
Gursen for honors received 
Monica & Ezra Lagnado—with  
apprecia on to the Ritual Com‐
mi ee for the aliyah and honors 
given in honor of the birth of Ilan 
Jacob Miller 
Susie Spodek & Michael Turner— 
in honor of Bat Mitzvah of Galia 
Shkedi 
Trudy Emanuel—in memory of her 
mother Rita Emanuel (yahrzeit) 
The following have made dona ons 
in memory of Ruth Danis: 
Helaine & Andy Bass 
Susie Spodek & Michael Turner 
Carol & Howard Hankin 
Barbara Bernstein, Allison Bern‐
stein & Aaron Shine, Alyssa & 
Howard Pollack & Family—Mazal 
Tov to Marcy Mirkin & Adam 
Schutz on the occasion of their 
daughter Leah’s Bat Mitzvah 
 
KIDDUSH 
Lucy Preisler—in gra tude to David 
Zipkowitz for arranging the Kiddush 
table  
Monica Lagnado—in gra tude to 
Norman Gursen for honors re‐
ceived 
 
 
 

JACK VOGEL 
Elaine Vogel & Family—in memory 
of beloved husband, loving father & 
grandfather, Jack Vogel, we love 
you & miss you. (40th yahrzeit) 
David Vogel—in memory of his 
father, Jack Vogel 
David Vogel—in memory of his 
grandparents, Dr. and Mrs. J. Savin 
Garber 
 
SIDDUR LEV SHALOM 
Cindy & Ami Megiddo—in memory 
of Ruth Danis 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab—in memory of their be‐
loved parents, Dr. Edward & Su‐
ze e Mahlab 
Marian & Mar n Krasilovsky—in 
memory of beloved father, Irving 
Thorner on his yahrzeit  
 
RITA BERGER FUND 
Lo e & Henry Burger—in memory 
of Ruth Danis 
 
LEAH WEINBERG FUND 
Erwin Weinberg—in honor of the 
birth of Meirav Zemer Warren 
Erwin Weinberg—in memory of 
Ruth Danis 
Lesley, Allen Kanter & family—in 
memory of Michael Bernstein 
Lesley Kanter—in memory of Leah 
Weinberg 
 
PJ LIBRARY 
Anise & Philip Parnes—in honor of 
Judy Gostl receiving the honor of 
Kallat Bereshit 
Anise Parnes – in loving memory of 
Howard Goldman, z’l 

NOVEMBER BAT MITZVAH DECEMBER BAR MITZVAH 
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to QCH to pick up the dona ons (5:30pm to 8:00pm). It’s a 
great way to help those in need as well as to make connec‐

ons with others from around Forest Hills. If you are inter‐
ested in volunteering for a shi , please contact the FHJC 
Food Pantry Liaison, Hal Berkowitz, at redzonehal@aol.com. 

In addi on to volunteering for a shi  at the pantry, volun‐
teers are also needed to donate packaged food and to 
transport it to QCH. To donate packaged, nonperishable 
food, please bring your dona ons to the bin in the FHJC 
office during the last week of each month. To volunteer as a 
driver to deliver the packages to QCH on the last Wednesday 
morning of each month, please contact Hal Berkowitz at 
redzonehal@aol.com. 

QCH also runs a Friendly Visi ng Program, which is similar to 
FHJC’s G’mach Ini a ve. The Friendly Visi ng Program 
reaches out to the larger Forest Hills community, as well as 
to those in Rego Park, Corona, and Elmhurst. Its goal is to 
create intergenera onal rela onships with home‐bound 
seniors in those neighborhoods. If you are interested in vol‐
unteering for this program, contact the QCH Volunteer Coor‐
dinator at 929‐296‐3264 or email volunteer@qchnyc.org. 

FHJC’s Ongoing Food Dona ons 

FHJC has a long‐standing partnership with City Harvest, 
thanks to FHJC’s Social Ac on chief, Ron Sternberg. Dona‐

ons of nonperishable packaged food are accepted at the 
FHJC office and are then picked up by City Harvest. 
(Dona ons are shared with QCH’s evening food pantry at the 
end of the month only.) When you go shopping, consider 
buying a can or two of beans or a container of oatmeal. It’s 
another easy way to help someone in need. 

Con nuing Hesed Events at FHJC 

All through the year, FHJC provides opportuni es to help 
those in our FHJC community as well as the wider Forest Hills 
community. 

When Masbia re‐opens, we will again coordinate volunteer 
shi s to serve diners at the Rego Park loca on. Watch for 
informa on coming soon. 

On November 12, we will again par cipate in the Hebrew 
Free Burial Society’s cemetery clean‐up event. This is a great 
event for individuals as well as families to help provide digni‐
ty and respect to those who may not have received any in 
life. Contact David Zipkowitz at  volunteer. jc@gmail.com 
to par cipate. 

Adults can also donate liquid life at the Blood Drives that are 
scheduled throughout the year. Look for the posters that will 
be placed around FHJC. 

As you see, we at the Forest Hills Jewish Center know that 
there’s always a way to help those who need help. Plan on 
par cipa ng during the year either as an individual or with 
your family, and remember to honor your commitment. You 
and the people you help will be all the be er for it. 

(Chesed Con nued from page 6) 
 

Refuah Shelemah  רפואה שלמה 

a full and speedy recovery to  

Morris Chait & Barbara Kupferberg 
  

Mazal Tov   מזל טוב 

   …to those in our Center family who are celebra ng a simcha:  

to Rabbi Gerald Skolnik & Robin Skolnik on the engagement of their 
daughter Talya to Adam Dicterow 

to Barbara Bernstein on the marriage of her daughter,                       
Allison to Aaron Shine 

to Alyssa & Howard Pollack & Family on the marriage of their sister 
Allison to Aaron Shine 

to Marilyn & Eli Hertz on the birth of their granddaughter 
to Marilyn & Eli Hertz on the engagement of their son, Danny 

to Elaine & Paul Suchow on the engagement of their son,                   
Joshua to Alana Spindler 

to Marcy Mirkin and Adam Schutz on the Bat Mitzvah of their   
daughter, Leah 

to Vilia, Vladimir and Daniella Somershaf on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son and brother, Max 

to Benita‐Gayle Almeleh & Perry Almeleh on the occasion of their 
daughter Shira Eloise Almeleh’s marriage to Joshua Phillip Zaffer  

to Daniel Papernik on the occasion of his special birthday 
to nursery school parents, Ka e & Asaf Weitzman on the birth of 

their daughter 
to Rita & Michael Lieberman on the birth of their grandson, Luke 

Shea Lieberman, son of Jason & Rachel and brother of Dylan  
to Lo e & Henry Burger on the birth of their great grandson,             

Luke Shea Lieberman 
to Amy & Andrew Finkelstein on the birth of their son 

 

Hamakom Y’nachem המקום ינחם  … 

may God grant comfort and consola on to those who have lost a 

loved one: 

to Robert Ajiashvili on the loss of his dear mother 
to Jules Haas and David & Stephanie Haas on the loss of his dear 

mother and their dear grandmother, Rhoda 

 We mourn the loss of our dear Center Members and friends 

 Rhoda Haas and Shirley Stern  

  May their memories be for a blessing. 
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Tel: (646) 308-1747 
Fax: (646) 308-1240 

Kim F. Trigoboff 
Attorney at Law 

Wills  Guardianships Estate Planning 

Medicaid, Special Needs and Disability Planning 

Probate and Estate Administration 

 
1140 Sixth Avenue, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10036 

 

 
kimtrigoboff.esq@gmail.com 

Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
Forest Hills Jewish Center 
Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser Square 
106‐06 Queens Boulevard 
Forest Hills, NY 11375‐4248 
Return Service Requested 

TIME VALUE 
 

Periodicals  
postage paid 
at the P.O. in 
Flushing, NY 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday Evening 
January 4, 2014 

FHJC 

Jacques Ambron, Broker 
 

 
 

A Member of the Forest Hills Jewish Center   
community for over 40 years. 

 
Serving the real estate needs of Forest Hills,           

Rego Park, Kew Gardens, and Kew Gardens Hills. 
 

Houses, Co‐ops, Condos and Rentals,                        
Estate Consulta ons, Commercial Proper es 

 
Contact me at:  
718.974.4279 

Jacques@madeleinerealty.com 
www.madeleinerealty.com 

108‐23 Ascan Avenue 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 

ELDER CARE SERVICES, INC.  
MEDICAID PROFESSIONALS 

  
Over 18 years experience filing Medicaid home‐care and nursing 
home applica on 
Protect your income with a pooled income trust, 
Protect your home, assets, and surplus income, 
Nursing home placement, 
Challenge denials, 
Full service including representa on at Medicaid’s fair‐hearings, 
recer fica on, and reimbursements. 

FREE CONSULTATION 
 108‐18 Queens Boulevard * Suite 801 * Forest Hills, NY 11375 

(718) 575‐5700   www.eldercareservicesny.com 


