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Why Amazement Matters 

We are fortunate to welcome back Rabbi Shai Held to the Forest Hills Jewish Center this February. We will have three wonderful 
learning opportunities with Rabbi Held during our Scholar-in-Residence Shabbat. 

Please join us for Shabbat dinner on Friday, February 6, followed by Rabbi Held’s first lecture, “Why Amazement Matters: Abraham 
Joshua Heschel's Vision of the Spiritual Life.” To RSVP for the dinner, please see the reservation form on page 11. 

Rabbi Held will deliver the d’rasha during Shabbat morning services. 

Shabbat services are followed by a cholent Kiddush in the Heller Family Ballroom. Rabbi Held will lead a text study after lunch      
entitled “What are human beings worth? Tzelem Elohim and the meaning of our lives.” 

Kiddush generously sponsored by: 
Judy & Matt Beizer,  Candice & Carl 
Koerner, Judy & Jack Gostl, Rae & 
Gary Kerzner, Melanie (z’’l) & Al 
Krieger, Temma & Al Kingsley, Valerie 
& Jack Leibler, Anita & Murray Miller, 
Anise & Phil Parnes, Gail Port, Pauline 
& Mark Raphael, Ron & Irene Stern-
berg and Jill & Meir Toshav, Hilda & 
Rick Chusid, Barbara Kupferberg, Jill 
& Jonathan Mohrer, Shirley Rossman 
& David Zucker, Sybil Mailman and 
Roz Okun 

The Forest Hills Jewish Center's 
Scholar-in-Residence Program is 
made possible through the generous 
support of the Sevin family, in loving 
memory of Malvin Peace Sevin. 

Adult Education — SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE—FEBRUARY 6-7, 2015 

Please join us as we honor Past President Joe Fox 

at the Gala Journal Dinner Dance  

Saturday evening, March 7, 2015 

January-February 2015  Tevet-Sh’vat-Adar 5775 

Please help us make this 
event a great success by 
giving and getting ads 
for our souvenir journal. 

Rabbi Shai Held is Co-Founder, Dean and Chair in Jewish 
Thought in Mechon Hadar.  Before that, he served for six 
years as Scholar-in-Residence at Kehilat Hadar in New York 
City, and taught both theology and halakha at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. He also served as Director of Educa-
tion at Harvard Hillel. A renowned lecturer and educator, 
he is a 2011 recipient of the Covenant Award for excel-
lence in Jewish education.  He has taught for such institu-
tions as Drisha, Me'ah, Combined Jewish Philanthropies, 
and the Rabbinic Training Institute, and currently serves on 
the faculty of the Wexner Heritage program. Rabbi Held 
has a PhD in religion from Harvard.  His main academic 
interests are in modern Jewish and Christian thought and 
in the history of Zionism.  His book, Abraham Joshua 
Heschel: The Call of  Transcendance was publshed by Indi-
ana University Press, 2013. 

We are proud to announce that this year’s guest 
of honor at our annual Journal Dinner Dance is 
our immediate past president, Joe Fox. 

Joe grew up in Far Rockaway, the sixth of seven 
children in a household that was dominated by 
religion and family. Joe and his wife, Helaine, 
have been members of the Forest Hills Jewish 
Center for almost 25 years. Joe, together with 
Helaine’s invaluable support, has served as an 
officer, trustee, and committee chair. Joe has 
been dedicated to the growth and development 
of the Forest Hills Jewish Center.  

For the past three years as the president of FHJC 
Joe was committed to opening our doors and 
embracing the broader community, religious 
and secular, and expanding programming. He 
was especially effective in creating new pro-
gramming for children and welcoming their fam-
ilies into our community.  

On March 7th, please join us in celebrating this 
evening and in honoring Joe for all that he has 
given to our community. 
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For reasons that completely escape 
me, one of the things that I remem-
ber clearly from my years as a young 
Yeshiva student was my rebbe’s pre-
dictable response to anyone seeking 
to be excused from class because of 
a headache. Chash b’rosho, ya’asok 
b’Torah, he would say (From whence 
the quote comes, I do not know).  If 
your head hurts, study Torah! I don’t 
recall the Torah study actually easing 
the headache, but I think it was the 
idea that mattered more than the 
result… 

There is, sadly, more than enough going on in the world as I 
write to give us all a well-deserved headache. The deeply trou-
bled relationship between the African-American community and 
law enforcement is obliging us all to take a good, hard, honest 
look in the mirror- and America’s mirror- and see what the truth 
is about our society, and its deeply ingrained values and ideas. 
Israel’s vibrant democracy has just seen fit to dissolve the Knes-
set and opt for new elections, a move that is hard to interpret as 
anything other than crass political maneuvering that is not in 
the best interests of the country as a whole. And… it’s beginning 
to feel a lot more like winter. 

The best idea that I can come up with is what my Rebbe sug-
gested to me long ago: Chash b’rosho, ya’asok b’Torah! If your 
head hurts, study Torah. And that is exactly what we plan to do 
at our annual Scholar-in-Residence program on the weekend of 
February 6-7, when we welcome the remarkable scholar and 
teacher Rabbi Shai Held to our community for Shabbat. 

Currently serving as the Rosh Yeshiva of Mechon Hadar on Man-
hattan’s Upper West Side, Rabbi Held is widely considered to be 
a master teacher, and a powerful spiritual guide and role model.  
His scholarly work on the life and teachings of Abraham Joshua 
Heschel has gained him broad acclaim, and his commitment to 
translating Jewish values and practice into a real-time commit-
ment to social justice has earned him, and the Jewish communi-
ty, great respect. 

If your head hurts, study Torah! Please join us for our scholar-in-
residence weekend; your head may still hurt, but your spiritual 
self will feel much better! 

 

 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

 

The Message USPS 340-300 The Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-06 
Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY 11375-4248.  718-263-7000, Fax: 
718-520-4369. Website: http://www.fhjc.org. Affiliated with the Unit-
ed Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. Published bi-monthly Sep-
tember-June.  Subscription: $25 per year (included in membership 
dues.) Periodicals postage paid at the Post Office in Flushing, NY. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Forest Hills Jewish Cen-
ter. 106-06 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY 11375-4248. Editorial 
Board: Karen L. Stein (Editor), Gerald C. Skolnik (Rabbi), Henry Rosen-
blum (Hazzan), Erno Grosz (Cantor Emeritus), Deborah Gregor 
(Executive Director), Susan Rosenbaum (Director, Early Childhood 
Education), Lynn Lancaster (Director of Education), Laurie Worthman 
(Office Manager). Officers: Jack Gostl (President), Michael Abrams 
(Vice President), Ilana Altman (Vice President), Sharon Matzner (Vice 
President), Judy Zipkowitz (Vice President), William Re-
gen (Treasurer), Deborah Ball Witlin (Secretary). Arms: Men’s Club, 
Bob Koenigsberg and Mark Weinblatt (Co-Presidents), Minyan Club, 
Betty Korb (President), Sisterhood, Anise Parnes (Outgoing President) 
Judy Gostl and Randy Zwick-Marks (Co-Presidents). Opinions ex-
pressed in The Message are the authors’ and do not necessarily rep-
resent those of the Forest Hills Jewish Center, its officers and Board, 
or the Editorial Board. 

From the Rabbi’s Study                                                Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

If Your Head Hurts, Study Torah! 

Speaker—Rabbi Gerald Skolnik 
The breakfast is open to all who would like to 
learn; especially welcome anyone who has need-
ed the support of our shiva minyan, as well as 
those who have participated in one, and those 
who attend our morning and evening minyanim. 

Cost: $12 
RSVP by Dec. 31st 
Contact: 
Laurie Worthman 
718.263.7000 ext 203 
Hal Berkowitz—
redzonehal@aol.com 

SHABBAT AT  FHJC 
Kids Kongregation 

2-5 years old / 10:45 AM in M4 
Singing—Dancing—Stories 

 

Junior Congregation 
1st-6th Grade/ 10:15 AM                        

in the Little Synagogue 
Come sing, daven and journey 

through the Torah! 
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Notes from the Hazzan  Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum 

Membership & Community Affairs 

Happy New Year! There are always so many 
wonderful events going on at the FHJC. We 
start right out of the gate with the fist Shab-
bat of 2015 with the Heitner’s baby naming. 
On January 24th is the annual Coffee House 
from 7pm-11pm. Please come out and sup-
port your fellow congregants as they give it 

their all. And back by popular demand, FHJC trivia questions will 
be interspersed between acts. Prizes will be awarded. Also, back 
by popular demand, our Scholar-in-Residence, will be Rabbi Shai 
Held. So please join us over Shabbat, starting Friday 
night, February 6th, for dinner and a talk by Rabbi Held. More de-
tails as we get closer. 
Mike Abrams, Vice President 

MERCAZ UPDATE 

As we move into the new secular year, 
we want to share with you an innova-
tion that the professional staff is quite 
proud of. In an attempt to better coor-
dinate the different elements that go 
into excellent training of our children 
for Bar and Bat Mitzvah, Rabbi 
Skolnik, Lynn Lancaster, Shanna Segal, 
Karen Stein and I have created a new 
handbook that was distributed to 
those families whose Simha will be 
celebrated beginning in May of 2015. 

It was presented to them on December 14th, the first in a series 
of three meetings designed to help foster learning, socializing, 
and a feeling of community among the families beginning this 
journey together. The next 2 meetings will be held in February 
and April. 

Shanna’s contribution was twofold. First, she authored a docu-
ment entitled “Your Simha and the environment” that discusses 
different ways in which families can address the environmental 
impact of their child’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah, ranging from invitations 
to dining utensils to Bima decorations, and more. Secondly, by 
raising our awareness of the amount of paper that would be 
used in disseminating this information, we placed this entire 
handbook and associated materials on a thumb drive for each 
family to take home. All of this information will also be found 
very shortly on our FHJC website, again eliminating the need for 
wasting paper. Kol Hakavod to Shanna. 

Lynn Lancaster moderated the opening session which facilitated 
a conversation on the part of the parents present concerning 
their feelings about their own Bar/Bat Mitzvah celebrations or 
their feelings about not having had one altogether. They also 
shared their hopes and desires for their children as they begin 
this process that will culminate in their becoming a Bar/Bat Mitz-
vah and how it will segue into continued Jewish education and 
synagogue involvement. Since the document also contains men-
us for Shabbat Kiddush and Shabbat meals in the Synagogue 

under the auspices of our in-house caterer Aodi Zilkha and Beth 
Torah Caterers, Aodi very generously provided a delicious break-
fast for all present prior to the beginning of the meeting. 

At the heart of this document is a new Bar/Bat Mitzvah Hand-
book created by Rabbi Skolnik that I edited. It addresses many 
issues ranging from guidelines on how we honor Shabbat 
through our behavior in the Synagogue, the family honors re-
ceived at the Simha, appropriate dress and decorum, the child’s 
preparation and training leading up to the Simha, the Torah 
Reading scholarship, and more. This will be an invaluable aid for 
all families, not just those preparing for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  

Karen Stein added a document that she put together entitled 
“Bar/Bat Mitzvah Bootcamp: Finding a Mitzvah Project” which 
will help guide families in their search for an appropriate Hesed 
or Mitzvah project for their child. In addition to this is a chapter 
from the very important book “Putting God on Your Guest List” 
entitled “Putting the Mitzvah back in Bar/Bat Mitzvah.” It is our 
hope that these readings and the 2 remaining family sessions 
which will focus on “Tallit and Tefillin: theory and practice”, and 
“Hesed projects: study and choices” will help us highlight and 
accentuate the concept of “Mitzvah” in this special rite of pas-
sage.  

With best wishes for a happy and healthy secular New Year. 

B’Shalom, 

Hazzan Henry R Rosenblum 

On Jan 13, the Mercaz election campaign finally begins.  MERCAZ, 
the Zionist arm of the Conservative Movement, will once again 
represent Conservative Judaism in the World Zionist Organization 
(WZO), the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) and the Jewish Nation-
al Fund-KKL. As the official lobby of Conservative/Masorti Juda-
ism in these world Jewish institutions, MERCAZ advocates in Isra-
el for religious pluralism, women's rights, environmental aware-
ness, and more; and also, a strong MERCAZ voting bloc will en-
sure financial benefits in excess of $2 million annually to Con-
servative/Masorti institutions in Israel and around the world. 

The strength of the MERCAZ lobby within the “National Institu-
tions” (WZO, JAFI and JNF-KKL) is in direct proportion to the size 
of the MERCAZ delegation at the Zionist Congress. The next Zion-
ist Congress will take place in Jerusalem in October 2015, with 
elections in the United States to determine the composition of 
the 145-member American delegation. (MERCAZ' competition, as 
always, is the other religious streams as well as the other US Zi-
onist organizations.)  

Visit the MERCAZ website, www.mercazusa.org, for information 
about voter registration starting Jan 13!!  Voting will continue 
till April 30.  Register to vote MERCAZ.  

Visit www.mercazusa.org or call the Campaign Headquarters 
at 212-533-2061 to learn more. Now is our chance to make our 
voices count this year in the Zionist elections! 

http://www.mercazusa.org/
http://www.mercazusa.org/
tel:212-533-2061
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The President’s Pen     

Anniversaries 
Anniversaries, or yahrtzeits, are important in Judaism. 
These anniversaries encourage us to remember events and 
people who were important parts of our past. Yet, in De-
cember, we had an anniversary that passed almost unno-
ticed. On December 8, 1941, Lodz Poland saw the opening 
of the Chelmno extermination camp. 

About three years ago I found the passports 
that my parents used in their 1938 escape 
from Nazi Europe. (See inset – my father’s 

passport.) These passports caused me to do a great deal of thinking 
about the Shoah, and I find that even after 70 years of intensive 
study, new lessons, new observations and even new archaeological 
evidence continue to emerge. This is silent testimony to the magni-
tude of these events. 

For lack of a better phrase, I feel we are not seeing the trees for the forest. The cu-
mulative events of the Shoah are so monstrous as to make us forget the details that 
make it up. The Shoah did not begin like the turning on of a light switch. The killings 
from 1941-1945 were the end product of years of demonization and dehumaniza-
tion of the Jewish populations of Europe. In 1932, the best place to be a Jew in Eu-
rope was Germany. Six years later we had Kristallnacht. Three years later the mass 
killings began. Nine years in total, not very much time at all. 

Unfortunately anti-Semitism is still alive and well in the world and each anti-Semitic 
event further desensitizes the world to what could happen. This generates uncom-
fortable echoes of Europe in the 1930s. Chess players call it an “accumulation of 
small advantages.” Each move creates a tiny, almost imperceptible movement, but 
after enough of these small movements, an insurmountable position of strength has 
been achieved.  

But what should concern us the most is that we are on the verge of losing all of the 
first hand memories of the Shoah. Someone who was 15 when the last camp was 

(Continued on page 11) 

 

Dancing - Great Food - Open Bar - Auction 

Hustle on down for a’70s disco party that really grooves.   

Wear your bell bottoms and your platform shoes! 

Saturday Evening, January 10, 2015 
7:30 pm - $54 per person  

 

FHJC, 106-06 Queens Blvd. 
Disco-casual party attire—adults only 
Rich & Nancy Chase, Chairs 
RSVP lworthman@fhjc.org or 718.263.7000 ext.203     
 

Report on the New Building 

By Carl Koerner 
New Building Committee Chair 
 
Growing up in my house, we were discour-
aged from being outspoken about future 
plans for fear that we might invite trouble. 
It is difficult for me to overcome these ad-
monitions of my youth as I write this re-
port.  As many of our members know, over 
seven years ago we began a process to 
build a new FHJC to serve our community 
for future generations. Funding would 
come from the development value of our 
site.  Meetings were held of our trustees, 
executive board, professional staff, and 
most critically of our members to establish 
a consensus  view of what to include in the 
new FHJC. A Building Committee was 
formed. The Committee, after a detailed 
selection process, engaged architects, 
attorneys and a real estate consulting firm 
to advise us. Developers were qualified. 
Requirements for proposals established. 
Literally just as the developers were sub-
mitting their formal proposals for consider-
ation, the financial markets began to top-
ple. We put all of our efforts on hold know-
ing that someday we would have the op-
portunity to visit the project again.  

About two years ago, we received the first 
of what would be a series of inquiries from 
developers interested in looking at our 
FHJC site. By late spring of this year it be-
came apparent that the level of interest 
was high enough to reestablish a formal 
process. Developers who had expressed 
interest in our project were asked to pre-
sent formal proposals. Ultimately the Build-
ing Committee received three proposals 
from highly qualified developers which 
were presented at a series of meetings 
held during the summer. The Building Com-
mittee evaluated those proposals and vot-
ed unanimously to select one developer for 
further discussions. Those discussions have 
resulted in the formulation of a draft letter 
of intent with the F & T Group which has 
recently been approved by our Building 
Committee and the Board of Trustees. The 
letter of intent is a guideline for further 
discussions between the parties.  

In the coming weeks we will be working 
with F & T Group to flesh out in greater 
detail what will comprise the new FHJC and 
the overall economics of the project.  I wish 

(Continued on page 11) 
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As I am writing this 
it is still Hanukah. 
This year the calen-
dar was in our fa-
vor and we had the 
opportunity to 
spend it together 
as a school. On 
Sunday our School 
came together to 

celebrate. Each of our teachers was 
asked to create a challenge for their 
class, based on their Hanukah curricu-
lum. After successfully completing the 
challenge the class was given a number 
of mysterious pieces marked with num-
bers. 

Together we took those 26 pieces and 
before the children’s eyes we built and lit 
a beautiful Hanukkiah. After the excite-
ment abated, at least a little bit, I asked 
the children why we had done this. They 
got it instantly.  We are a community, I 
heard from across the room. We all need 
to work together. We need each other. 
In the glow of the candles several classes 
presented games and short plays for 

their schoolmates. We finished the day 
with sufganiyot ice cream sundaes, as it 
was the first day of winter-- sundaes as it 
was Sunday morning and donut topping 
as it was Hanukah! That along with sing-
ing made for a perfect morning. It was 
just right.  

December break is a wonderful oppor-
tunity. Besides the ob-
vious, it is a time to 
take a breath and as-
sess where we are and 
where we are going, 
what we have accom-
plished and what we 
need to give greater 
focus. The wonderful 
thing is, we are not yet 
halfway through the 
school year. There is 
still much of the year 
ahead of us. 

I believe that the chil-
dren are right.  We are 
an amazing community 
made up of amazing 
individuals. Our fami-

lies, staff, children and FHJC as a whole 
do amazing things when we come to-
gether. Perhaps as we take a breath and 
enter 2015 it would be appropriate to 
appreciate this community that we are 
so blessed to be a part of and to dream 
of what we can accomplish if we work 
together.   

Religious School Reflection                                                         Lynn Lancaster 

FHJC NURSERY SCHOOL PRESENTS 
PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT FUNDRAISER  

Saturday, January 31, 2015--7:30-9:30 PM at FHJC 
$45 per person—BYOB (Must be Kosher)  

 
 

Let’s get creative for a great cause!  
 

 

Join us! Spaces are limited.  
RSVP: http://tinyurl.com/FHJCPaint  

Socialize and sip cocktails while a master artist guides us step-by-step to 
create a work of art! We’ll go home with a masterpiece.  

No art experience or materials needed— canvas, paints and brushes will 
be supplied.  

PaintNite will donate a portion of ticket sales to the Forest Hills Jewish 
Center Nursery School.  Friends and family welcome—adults only. 

5th-7th Grades 2nd-4th Grades 8th-12th Grades 

FHJC YOUTH GROUPS 
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Men’s Club 

News from Nursery School      Susan Rosenbaum 

 

Allowing children to 
do for themselves 
sometimes makes 
more work for us. It 
is very important for 
parents to let young 
children make mis-
takes and then learn 
from them. It is often 
hard to watch our 

children struggle and learn from their mis-
takes. We need to let them try to do as 
much as they can for themselves so they 
can learn to be independent and function 
on their own.  

Learning to recognize their mistakes helps 
children grow, which is essential for them. 
Parents and caregivers try to protect their 
children, but if they aren't allowed to 
make mistakes they become fearful of 
making decisions and are hesitant to solve 

problems and try new experiences. 

We want to promote resilience in our chil-
dren. Resilient children make mistakes and 
learn to move on. The best way we can go 
about this is by reminding children that we 
aren't perfect and everyone makes mis-
takes. This is how we all learn. 

By reminding children of their accomplish-
ments we take the focus away from the 
negative and put it on the positive. We 
have to give our children a chance to find 
solutions. It is sometimes hard not to give 
a solution but to allow them to figure it 
out by themselves. Parents can share their 
mistakes with their children and what they 
have learned from them.  

Allowing children to make mistakes and 
learning from them promotes resilience 
and helps them to be successful in their 
future. 

The Men’s Club holds its next open 
meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2015 
at 8:00 PM at Carlos and Gabby’s Mexican 
restaurant on Main Street. This will be a 
meeting open to all. Come share Mexican 
food with friends. We will discuss our Man 
of the Year Award, our Bud Harrelson 
lunch, Men’s Club Shabbat and any new 
business that comes up. On February 1, 
Super Bowl Sunday in the morning, we 
hold our annual World Wide Wrap in 
which we come together to teach how to 
lay tefillin. This year’s wrap will be held 
again in cooperation with the Hillcrest Jew-

ish Center. Teach your children, learn your-
self  or help teach others how to wrap te-
fillin while having breakfast with friends. 
Watch for further details as to location. 
Also, the February open membership 
meeting will be February 12. Again, please 
mark your calendars and watch for details. 
Finally, looking ahead, we are continuing 
to make plans to have Bud Harrelson, for-
mer New York Mets superstar shortstop 
come to the FHJC on March 22 in the 
morning.  
Bob Koenigsberg, Men’s Club Co-President 

What do Progresso, General Mills, 
Ziploc and Hanes have in common? 
They are just some of the participating products in the Box Tops For 
Education program, one of America's largest school earnings loyalty 
programs. Over 80,000 K-8 schools participate including the Forest Hills Jewish Center. 
Each box top is worth 10 cents for our nursery and Hebrew schools. Box Tops earnings 
are sent out twice per year, in December and in April. 

I want to thank everyone who responded to my call for action and clipped, saved and 
dropped off their box tops in the FHJC Office last Fall. I am happy to report that we re-
ceived a check for $227 which will benefit our nursery and religious school children. Our 
earnings goal this year is $1,000. Together, we can make that happen. Be sure to check 
the expiration date on your box tops before you submit them. The next deadline 
is March 2 so keep on clipping and thanks for supporting our schools. 

Amy Manheim, Box Tops Coordinator 

Our first Shabbat Teen Service  
will take place on January 10th to 

daven musaf together.  
Post B’nei Mitzvah teens will meet 

in the Youth Lounge after Rabbi 
Skolnik’s sermon (~11:20 am) and 

will enjoy a teens-only kiddush 
afterwards. 

Please bring your enthusiasm and 
your ideas for future teen Shabbat 

morning programming. 
 Questions? Contact Ilana Altman  

ilana.altman@misys.com 

FHJC Chesed Day—December 25–   
Volunteers spent time giving back to 
the community at Masbia in Queens 
and in Flatbush as well as delivering 
meals for Gods Love We Deliver. Thank 
you to all who participated and to  
David Zipkowitz for coordinating this 
important mitzvah day. 
 
 

mailto:ilana.altman@misys.com
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CURTAIN UP! 
COFFEE HOUSE 2015 
Saturday night — January 24 

Doors open at 7:00 PM — show starts at 7:30 PM 
RSVP by January 16 

Coffee, snacks, fun, BYOB! 

Play the trivia game — win prizes! 

See a special Young People’s performance of “Let It Go”! 
 

Please fill out the form or call the office — 718-263-7000 

Name________________________________________________ 

Phone______________Email_____________________________ 

Adults 12 yrs and up — $15 if you RSVP by January 12/  $20 thereafter  
 (Under 12 yrs old — free!) 

____ # adult seats at $15 ea. = $____ enclosed with reservation 

____ # children seats  

Talking Together 
A Program for 

Seniors 
Seniors are invited to join us 
on the 2nd Monday of each 
month, beginning January 12, 
2015, from 1:00-2:30 PM for a 
facilitated conversation about 

anything on your mind. Leading the discussion will be Rosa 
Roberts, LCSW. In inclement weather, the session will be re-
scheduled. This program is made possible with funding from 
UJA Federation of NY. 

You may have never even heard of one of 
the more important institutions of the 
Conservative Movement, but it needs you 
now. Here in the United States, MERCAZ is 
the Zionist organization of the Conserva-
tive Movement. MERCAZ promotes and 
supports Zionist education, Israel pro-
grams and aliyah within our move-
ment.   At the same time, MERCAZ repre-
sents the interests of Masorti Judaism and 
the worldwide Conservative/Masorti 
Movement in the World Zionist Organiza-
tion (WZO) and in the Jewish Agency for 
Israel. Within those bodies, MERCAZ is the 
advocate to enhance the value of religious 
pluralism within Jewish life in Israel and 
the force that guarantees funding for reli-
gious streams in Israel in general and for 
the Masorti/Conservative movement in 
particular. 

Here is how it works: The WZO and the 
Jewish Agency divide monies raised for 
Israel by local Federations. The apportion-
ment of those monies is directly affected 
by the relative sizes of delegations from 
each Zionist organization. The more dele-
gates we the Conservative Movement 

have in these bodies, and particularly with-
in the World Zionist Congress, the more 
money our movement receives and the 
more say we have in ensuring that the flow 
of money and the guiding philosophy of 
the Jewish Agency supports our concerns 
for pluralism in Israeli society.  

The size of the MERCAZ delegation is a 
direct result of votes in the World Zionist 
Congress election. The more that Con-
servative Jews vote, the more MERCAZ 
delegates are elected and the more repre-
sentatives we have, the more money we 
are allocated and the more we can make a 
difference. The problem is that though 
Conservative Jews have historically led the 
way in their commitment to Zionism, we 
are not as strongly represented in the WZO 
as we should be, given the number of Con-
servative/ Masorti Jews around the world.  

That's where you come in. The election for 
the 37th World Zionist Organization Con-
gress is almost here. You can help MERCAZ 
increase the size of our delegation simply 
by registering with the American Zionist 
Movement, the US affiliate of the WZO, 
and then voting for MERCAZ delegates 

when you receive 
your ballot. Regis-
tering costs just 
$10.00. You can 
register by going 

to www.mercazusa.org and clicking on 
“Register” or completing a mail-in registra-
tion.  Registration begins on January 
13th and ends April 30th.     

How much does your vote help? To date, 
MERCAZ has been securing annually on 
behalf of our movement $1.7 million of 
direct allocations to Masorti institutions in 
Israel, including funding for Masorti con-
gregations, TALI (Masorti Public) Schools, 
USY’s Nativ Year Program, the Conserva-
tive Yeshiva, the Schechter Rabbinical 
School in Jerusalem and programs to pro-
mote outreach and pluralism. MERCAZ 
also has gained hundreds of thousands of 
additional dollars to support Conserva-
tive / Masorti educational projects around 
the world, including adult Jewish study in 
Berlin, camp Ramah in Russia, lay leader-
ship training in England and shlichim 
(Israeli representatives) to work with 
American Jewish teens. Most important 
MERCAZ has earned appointments to vari-
ous committees and boards of the Jewish 
Agency that allow us direct influence in the 
decision-making process and in the distri-
bution of millions of dollars in areas that 
are of direct concern to us. 

Just think. You can achieve all that with 
just $10.00. Register now, and vote the 
MERCAZ slate –Slate #2 in the Zionist Con-
gress election.   

Rabbi Robert R. Golub 
Director, MERCAZ USA 

http://www.mercazusa.org/
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 

Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 

Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congregation…………..……..10:15 AM - Noon— Little Synagogue 
Kids Kongregation…………………....10:45 AM - 11:45 AM—Room M4 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat…………………..……See calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

January 2015 / Tevet—Sh’vat 5775  

SUN MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT  

    1            10 Tevet  

 
New Year’s Day 
Building Closed  

 
 

2             11 Tevet  

 

 

4:22pm Candle Lighting 
4:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

3              12 Tevet  

 
Parashat Vayechi 

 
Heitner Baby Naming 

 
 

4           13 Tevet  

 
Shiva Minyan      

Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

5            14 Tevet  

 
 
 

 
 

6           15 Tevet  

 
 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

7           16 Tevet  

 
 
 
 
 

Yoga 

8               17 Tevet  

 
Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

 
 

Kadima 

9               18 Tevet  

 
 
 
 

4:28pm Candle Lighting 
4:30pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

10          19 Tevet  

Parashat Shemot 
Teen Shabbat Musaf 
Hebrew Literature 

Play in the Gym 
 

Disco/ Auction 
 

11          20 Tevet  

 
Minyan Club 

 
Tseerim 

 
 

12          21 Tevet  

 
Talking Together 

 
 
 

YAC Meeting 

13         22 Tevet  

 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 
YAC Meeting 

14         23 Tevet  

 
Men’s Club Meeting 

 
 
 
 

Yoga 

15             24 Tevet  

 
 

Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Meeting  

16              25 Tevet  

 
 
 
 

4:36pm Candle Lighting 
4:35pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

17          26 Tevet  

 
Parashat Vayera 

 
Shabbat M’va’r’chim 

18          27 Tevet  

 
No Religious School 

 
Minyan Club 

 

 
 

19          28 Tevet  

MLK Jr. Day 
Shaharit - 8:20 AM 
Minha - 4:35 PM 

 
No Nursery School 

USY/Kadima—
Bounce U 

 

20         29 Tevet  

 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

21          1 Sh’vat  

Rosh Hodesh Sh ’vat 
Shaharit - 6:45 AM 

 
 

 
 

Yoga 

22             2 Sh’vat  

 
Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

23               3 Sh’vat  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4:44pm Candle Lighting 
4:45pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

24          4 Sh’vat  

Parashat Bo 
 
 
 

Play in the Gym 
 

Coffee House 
 

25          5 Sh’vat  

 
 
 

Minyan Club 
 
 

26          6 Sh’vat  

 
 

27          7 Sh’vat  

 
 
 

 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

28          8 Sh’vat  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Yoga 

29             9 Sh ’vat  

 
 

Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
 
 
 

Teen Lounge 

30              10 Sh’vat  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4:53pm Candle Lighting 
4:55pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

31        11 Sh’vat  

Parashat Beshalach 
 
 
 
 
 

Paint Nite! 
 

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD  
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN, UNLESS  
OTHERWISE NOTED. 
Please try to attend the minyan on the nights you attend those 
events.  Thank you 

Congregational Kiddush Hosts 
 
Jan. 3—Alexandra and David Heit-

ner in honor of the naming of 
their daughter. 
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 

Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 

Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congregation & Clubs……..10:15 AM - Noon— Little Synagogue 
Kids Kongregation………………..…...10:45 AM - 11:45 AM—Room M4 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat……………………....See Calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

 

FEBRUARY 2015 / Adar 5775  
SUN MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI  SAT  

1           12 Sh’vat  

 
Men’s Club World 

Wide Wrap 
 

Tseerim 
 
 
 

2           13 Sh’vat  

 
 

3          14 Sh’vat  

 
FHJC School Board 

Meeting 
 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

4           15 Sh’vat  

 
Tu B’Shevat  

 

 
 
 

Yoga 

5           16 Sh’vat  

 
Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
 

  
 
 

Kadima 

6              17 Sh’vat  

 
Scholar-in-Residence 

Shabbat 
 

 

5:01pm Candle Lighting 
6:00pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

7           18 Sh’vat  

 
Parashat Yitro 

Scholar-in-Residence 
Shabbat 

 
 

Play in the Gym 
 

8           19 Sh’vat  

 
Minyan Club 

 
 
 
 
 

9           20 Sh’vat  

 
Talking Together 

10        21 Sh’vat  

 
FHJC School Board 

Meeting 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

11         22 Sh’vat  

 
Movie Night 

 
 
 
 

Yoga 

12        23 Sh’vat  

 
Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

 
Men’s Club Meeting 

 
 
 

Teen Lounge 

13             24 Sh’vat  

 
 
 
 
 

5:10pm Candle Lighting 
5:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

14        25 Sh’vat  

 
Parashat Mishpatim 

Shabbat Shekalim 
Shabbat M’va’ra’chim 

 
Heb. Lit Group Meets 

 

15        26 Sh’vat  

 
 

No Religious School 
 
 
 
  

16         27 Sh’vat  

President’s Week 
(No School) 

Shaharit - 8:20 AM 
Minha - 5:20 PM 

 
FHJC Office Closed 

 

17        28 Sh’vat  

 
President’s Week 

(No School) 
 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

18         29 Sh’vat  

Adult B’nai      
Mitzvah Class  

 
President’s Week 

(No School) 
 
 

Yoga 

19         30 Sh’vat  

Rosh Hodesh Adar 
Shaharit - 6:45 AM 

 
Rabbi’s Talmud Class 

 
President’s Week 

(No School) 
Board of Trustees 

Meeting  

20                 1 Adar  

 
Rosh Hodesh Adar 
Shaharit - 6:45 AM 

 
President’s Week 

(No School) 
 

5:18pm Candle Lighting 
5:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

21            2 Adar  

 
Parashat Terumah 

 

22           3 Adar  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23            4 Adar  

 
 

24            5 Adar  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

25             6 Adar  

 
Adult B’nai      

Mitzvah Class  
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga 

26            7 Adar  

 
 

Rabbi’s Talmud Class 
 
 
 
 
 

Kadima 

27                8 Adar  

 
 
 
 
 
 

5:26pm Candle Lighting 
5:25pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

28         9 Adar  

 
Parashat Tzezaveh 

Shabbat Zachor 
 

Play in the Gym 

Come Play at the 
FHJC! 

Young children and their parents are 
welcome to join us  

in the gym for a few hours of play on 
Shabbat afternoon from 3-5 PM. 

Upcoming Dates: 
January 10 & January 24 

February 7 & February 28 

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN, UNLESS  
OTHERWISE NOTED. Please try to attend the minyan on the nights you attend those events.  Thank you 
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PULPIT FUND 
Regina Geber in honor of the 
birth of Rabbi and Robin 
Skolnik’s granddaughter, Cal-
anit 
Lois Friedman in honor of Meir 
Toshav’s birthday 
Roz Feuer in honor of Ruth 
Danis’ 90th birthday 
Hilda, Rick, and Jonah Chusid 
and Greta Mares in honor of 
Lisl Topper’s special birthday 
Joanne and Haskell Klaristen-
feld in honor of Norman 
Gursen’s 80th birthday 
Louis Jaari in honor of Judy 
and Matt Beizer’s 30th anni-
versary 
Melanie and Martin Topol in 
honor of Judy and Matt 
Beizer’s 30th anniversary 
Roz and Oskar Matzner in 
honor of Judy and Matt 
Beizer’s 30th anniversary 
Miriam, Justin, Shelley, Ash-
ley, and Ethan Weintraub in 
honor of Judy and Matt 
Beizer’s 30th anniversary 
Susan and Alan Kirschner in 
gratitude to Norman Gursen 
for honors received  
Susan and Alan Kirschner in 
gratitude to Judy Beizer for 
honors received  
Marcia and Ellis Hittner in 
gratitude for honors received 
over the holidays 
Charles Binder in gratitude to 
Azariah Eshkenazi for all his 
kindness 
Senta Baum in gratitude to 
Martin Topol for honors re-
ceived  
Len and Diane Fogelman in 
gratitude to Norman Gursen 
for honors received 
Regina Geber in gratitude to 
Norman Gursen for honors 
received  
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna, and 
Dorothy Mahlab- thankful 
Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Ruth Danis 
Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Rolf David 

Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Florence Lotker 
Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Ilse Seitenbach 
Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Lisl Topper 
Maurice and Anita Miller wish 
mazel tov and great health to 
Esther Wohlberger 
Maurice and Anita Miller in 
memory of Ethel Ingberg, sister 
of Marty Elowitz 
Anita, Janet & Kenneth, and 
Jeffrey & Jackie Spechler in 
memory of beloved husband, 
father, and grandfather, Paul 
Regina Geber in memory of 
her mother, Marta Geber 
(yahrzeit) 
Gloria and Stanley Horowitz in 
memory of their beloved par-
ents, Ruth and Harry Horowitz, 
and Helen and Louis Kaplan 
Georgette and Anthony Dank-
ner in loving memory of her 
father, Alex Verebes 
Ellen and Paul Walk in 
memory of Jean Biegelson 
The following people have 
made donations in memory of 
Hy Campeas: 

Esther and Ted Feldman  
Ellen and Martin Elowitz  
Miriam Weintraub  
Barbara Kupferberg 

Adam Banks and Rachel Lapi-
dus in memory of Hy Cohen, 
father of Alyse Koenigsberg 
Miriam, Justin, Shelley, Ash-
ley, and Ethan Weintraub in 
memory of Walter Weintraub 
(2nd yahrzeit) 
Roz Okun in memory of Mela-
nie Krieger 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 
Rikki, Alissa, Paul, and Ari 
Chaskes in honor of Josh Lee-
man’s Bar Mitzvah 
Pauline and Mark Raphael in 
honor of Josh Leeman’s Bar 
Mitzvah 
Pauline, Mark, Melissa, Rob-
bie, and Erica Raphael in hon-
or of Judy and Matt Beizer’s 
special anniversary 

Monica, Ezra, Caroline, and 
Evelyn Lagnado in honor of  
Judy and Matt Beizer’s special 
anniversary 
Judy and David Zipkowitz in 
honor of Judy and Matt 
Beizer’s special anniversary 
Judy and David Zipkowitz in 
honor of Debra Weil being 
honored as the Woman of 
Achievement 
Barbara and Alyssa in grati-
tude to Norman Gursen for 
honors received  
Marcia and Ellis Hittner in 
memory of Dr. Hy Campeas 
Pauline and Mark Raphael in 
memory of Ethel Ingberg 
 

KIDDUSH FUND 
Monica, Ezra, Caroline, and 
Evelyn Lagnado in memory of 
Jenny Friedlich (yahrzeit) 
 

BIBLE FUND 
Esther Feldman in memory of 
Elias Strausser (40th yahrzeit) 
Ilana Bandel in memory of 
Elias Strausser (40th yahrzeit) 
Miriam and Chuck Strausser in 
loving memory of Elias 
Strausser (40th yahrzeit) 
 
 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 
Hilda, Rick and Jonah Chusid, 
and Greta Mares in honor of 
Judy and Matt Beizer’s special 
anniversary 
 

LEAH WEINBERG FUND 
Lesley and Allen Kanter in 
memory of their dear friend, 
Michael Bernstein 

 
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND 

Elaine Brill and family in 
memory of loving son, husband 
and father, Jan Brill 
 

AG KRAUS FUND 
Ruth Shulim in memory of 
Ethel Ingberg, sister of Marty 
Elowitz 
Gloria and Stanley Horowitz in 
memory of Ethel Ingberg, sister 
and sister-in-law to Marty and 
Ellen Elowitz 
   
  

 
 
 

Mazal Tov   מזל טוב 

   …to those in our Center family who are celebrating a simha: 
Ruth Waldman on the birth of her grandchild, Liel Madison 

Bernie Berko, Rolf David, Ruth Danis, Saul Diamond, Florence 
Lotker, Mena Rokhsar, Ilse Seitenbach, Lisl Topper and     

Esther Wolberger on the celebration of their 90th birthdays 
Rae & Gary Kerzner on the engagement of Rae’s daughter   

Rebecca Theise to Chaz Firestone 
Efrat & Artem Golub on the birth of twin girls. 

 
 

Hamakom Y’nahem   המקום ינחם                                         
...may God grant comfort and consolation to those                             

who have lost a loved one: 
Marty Elowitz on the loss of his dear sister, Ethel Ingberg 

Al Krieger on the loss of his dear wife, Melanie 
 

We mourn the loss of our dear Center Members and friends 
Joe Cynamon, Dale Kaplan and Melanie Krieger 

 May their memories be for a blessing. 
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to assure the entire congregation that every 
step of this process is being taken with the 
participation of the Executive Board, Building 
Committee and Board of Trustees and no 
agreement will be concluded without the ap-
proval of the membership. If you have any 
questions, please contact Deborah Gregor at 
dgregor@fhjc.org. 

It has taken quite a while to get to this point. 
This is only the first step on a very, very long 
journey.  We are all beginning to get very ex-
cited about it. But, as my mother would say, 
we have to wait and see.  More to come.    

(New Building continued from page 4) 

liberated is now 85. Once those first hand memories are gone, the problem 
grows exponentially. Fifty years from now, someone looking back at the 
events of the Shoah would have trouble believing they occurred, and frankly, I 
can sympathize with that. (I am not talking about the Holocaust deniers who 
have a different agenda.) A nation state built not a policy, not a business, but 
an industry, a profitable industry, for the purpose of eliminating people who 
were an “inconvenience”.  

A healthy, sane mind, simply cannot comprehend the systematized evil that 
occurred during the Shoah, and as a result there is a real risk that these 
events will get minimalized, trivialized and reduced to an urban legend. 

That can’t be allowed to happen, because if it does happen, the worst case 
scenario is totally possible. As George Santayana said, “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Taking that to heart, we 
now have a unique opportunity to make sure that this past is remembered. 

(For the record, this isn’t solely a “Jewish” thing.  Although Jews do tend to be 
in the front row when victims are selected, it could happen to any group.) 

I don’t delude myself into thinking that I can solve the world’s problems, but I 
can certainly try to deal with them in my own part of the world. I am going to 
try to construct an exhibit, either in the current building or the new one. I am 
going to ask our membership to locate Shoah related items, especially docu-
ments, and lend them to that exhibit. Each time someone looks at that exhibit 
and asks “what is that?” we win, and the memory is extended. We need to 
keep this memory alive. 

Stay warm, I hear a rumor that spring is coming.  

Jack Gostl, President 

(From the President’s Pen continued from page 4) 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE — Shabbat Dinner Reservation — February 6 

Reservations for Friday Night Dinner: 
 # of adults age 13 up at $30:   _________   

 # of children age 4–12 at $10: _________ 

 # of children age 3 & under free: ________ 

 
List All Names Please:  ____________________________________  ____________________________________  
 
   ____________________________________  ____________________________________  
 

Please seat me with _______________________________ 

Address ________________________________________  Phone ______________________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________ 

 

Total for dinner: $ ___________ # of Vegetarians _____ 

Enclosed is payment of $__________ for the Shabbat dinner.  
Credit card info (MC or Visa)_______________________exp___________  
sec. code___________ or enclose a check  
Please return to the FHJC Office no later than Friday, January 30th. 

The Forest Hills Jewish Center's Scholar-in-Residence Program is made possible through the generous support of the Sevin 
family, in loving memory of Malvin Peace Sevin. 

Purim is Coming! 
 

Watch your mailboxes for  
information about Mishloach 
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Tel: (646) 308-1747 

Fax: (646) 308-1240 

Kim F. Trigoboff 

Attorney at Law 

Wills  Guardianships Estate Planning 

Medicaid, Special Needs and Disability Planning 

Probate and Estate Administration 

 
1140 Sixth Avenue, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10036 

 

kimtrigoboff.esq@gmail.com 

Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
Forest Hills Jewish Center 
Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser Square 
106-06 Queens Boulevard 
Forest Hills, NY 11375-4248 
Return Service Requested 

TIME VALUE 
 

Periodicals  
postage paid 
at the P.O. in 
Flushing, NY 

ELDER CARE SERVICES, INC.  
MEDICAID PROFESSIONALS 

  
Over 18 years experience filing Medicaid home-care and nursing 
home application 
Protect your income with a pooled income trust, 
Protect your home, assets, and surplus income, 
Nursing home placement, 
Challenge denials, 
Full service including representation at Medicaid’s fair-hearings, 
recertification, and reimbursements. 

  
FREE CONSULTATION 

 108-18 Queens Boulevard * Suite 801 * Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 575-5700   www.eldercareservicesny.com 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday Evening 
January 4, 2014 

FHJC 
 

Tell us you're from FHJC and we'll make a 
generous donation to the shul for every child 
that is registered. 

http://www.eldercareservicesny.com/

