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Rabbi Shai Held is Co-Founder, Dean and Chair in Jewish Thought in Mechon Hadar.  Before 
that, he served for six years as Scholar-in-Residence at Kehilat Hadar in New York City, and 
taught both theology and Halakha at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  He also served as 
Director of Education at Harvard Hillel.  A renowned lecturer and educator, he is a 2011 
recipient of the Covenant Award for excellence in Jewish education.  He has taught for such 
institutions as Drisha, Me'ah, Combined Jewish Philanthropies, and the Rabbinic Training 
Institute, and currently serves on the faculty of the Wexner Heritage program.  Rabbi Held 
has a PhD in religion from Harvard.  His main academic interests are in modern Jewish and 
Christian thought and in the history of Zionism.  His book, Abraham Joshua Heschel: The 
Call of Transcendance was recently published by Indiana University Press.  

The World is Built on Hesed: 
Towards a Jewish Theology and Spirituality of 

Lovingkindness 
 
 
 

Rabbi Shai Held 
Co-Founder, Dean and Chair in Jewish Thought in Mechon Hadar 
and author of a brand-new book about Abraham Joshua Heschel. 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24 | 9:30 AM 

This program is made possible 
by the Rabbis Ben Zion and 
Baruch Bokser Memorial 

Foundation. 

December 13-14, 2013 
Celebrate - Laugh - Learn 

 
Details and Registration Inside 

A Community Hanukkah  
Candle-lighting Event   

 
 
 

Join FHJC as we light 
Hanukkah candles 

together. There will 
be Hanukkah songs, 
storytelling, and of 
course, latkes and 

other treats. 
 

December 3, 2013  
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I don't know how the beginning of this 
Jewish year has felt to you, but for me, 
much of it has felt out of sync.  The ex-
traordinarily early arrival of the High 
Holidays and Sukkot ended summer so 
prematurely, and then with the holiday's 
conclusion, it has 
felt as if a virtual 
tsunami of 

"things that must be done NOW" has 
descended upon us. 

As we prepare to enter late fall and 
early winter, still another strange juxta-
position of events is upon us.  In one of 
the rarest of calendrical events, Hanuk-
kah and Thanksgiving overlap this year.  
Actually, were Sukkot and Thanksgiving 
to overlap, that would at least make 
thematic sense, since both are centered 
around a celebration of the harvest 
(although it would really throw our 
sense of equilibrium off).  But Hanukkah 
and Thanksgiving? As the ancient rabbis 
might have said, mai ikkah beinaihu? 
What, if anything, do they have in com-
mon? 

The obvious answer is that they don't have to have anything in 
common, because their juxtaposition is purely a result of the 
way the Jewish calendar works.  Later this year, we will insert an 
extra month into our lunar year- an Adar Bet- and all will be as it 
should in the relationship between our secular and religious 
holidays.  Were we not to insert the extra month, we would 
eventually have a religious calendar like the Muslims, whose 
Ramadan celebration falls out at widely varying times of year.  
But, of course, we do add that extra month, seven times every 
nineteen years, because so many of our major festivals are 
linked to specific times of the calendar year. 

But until Adar Bet, we find ourselves in this strange alternate 
universe of odd juxtapositions.  Hanukkah and Thanksgiving... I 
can't remember this happening before in my lifetime, and I'm 
told it won't happen again until all of us reading this are long 
gone. So I'm wondering... Maccabees, Pilgrims, Native Ameri-
cans- is there a common thread? 

It may be a bit of a rabbinic stretch, but I 
would like to suggest that if there is one, 
it is about gratitude.  The pilgrims and 
Native Americans celebrated their suc-
cessful harvest with a feast that- in their 
very different religious traditions-gave 
thanks to God for enabling them to sur-
vive together under harsh and unforgiv-
ing conditions.  And the Maccabees- real-
ly, the rabbis who followed them- insti-
tuted a minor festival to express grati-
tude for their improbable victory over 
the Greeks, and the miracle of the oil (Let 
the scholars decide which was the real 
impetus for the holiday).   

When all is said and done, it really 
doesn't matter whether the celebrations 
"sync" neatly or not.  Each deserves its 
own separate piece of our attention, and 

the prospect of eating potato latkes with turkey will make for 
some very interesting menus this year.   

What is most significant is an awareness of how very fortunate 
we are to be able to have so much to be grateful for, along with 
the freedom to celebrate it.  In that spirit, may I wish you all, in 
advance, a Happy Thanksgiving, and a Hag Urim Sameah!  May 
this season move us all to joy and gratitude. 

 

 

Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 
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From the Rabbi’s Study                                                Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik 

A Most Unusual Hanukkah 

Todah Rabah! 
The FHJC Men’s Club’s annual efforts to help congregants build 
their sukkot  was a great success.  
 

We would like to thank the following members 
who volunteered their time to help fellow con-
gregants build their sukkot. 
 
Kol haKavod to Gary Wolf, Bob Koenigsberg, 
Dan Korb, Carl Schrag, Pearl and Aryeh Buitron.  
 
Project Manager- David Zipkowitz 
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Notes from the Hazzan  
On Sunday, 
October 20th, a 
group of 10 
from my Adult 
Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah class 
took an amaz-
ing trip back in 
time. Including 
students and 
some spouses, 
we drove into 

NYC for an unforgettable experience that 
began with an ordinary crossing of the RFK 
Bridge and a gentrified 125th Street. We 
turned left onto Amsterdam Ave, right on 
W 122nd Street, and then began looking for 
a parking spot on the street. Right across 
from the Manhattan School of Music the 
"parking Karma gods" smiled on us and 
miraculously a spot appeared. We parked, 
locked the car, and walked up the steps to 
the entrance of our destination, the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, where we were met 
by a charming student, Sarah, who would 
give us a private tour. As a class we spent 
some time last year learning about JTS, the 
origin of the Conservative movement, the 

major figures and the roles they played in 
the establishment of our movement as a 
response to the rigidity of Orthodoxy on 
one hand and Reform Judaism's discarding 
of too much that was felt to be critical for 
the life of a Jew in America on the other. 
But to stand in the very place where peo-
ple like Schechter, Morais, Adler, Finkel-
stein, Lieberman, Schorsch and so many 
more worked to change the course of 
world Jewry was awe inspiring. Sarah 
talked about the five different schools that 
comprise JTS; the Rabbinical School, the 
Cantorial School, the Graduate School, the 
Davidson School of Education, and List 
College. She showed us the dining hall, the 
quadrangle which houses two beautifully 
decorated Sukkot in the fall and gradua-
tion exercises in the spring, Stein Chapel 
where services with separate seating have 
existed from the Seminary's inception until 
today, and the beautifully transformed 
"reading room" of the original JTS library 
which is now the fully egalitarian Women's 
League Seminary Synagogue. There was so 
much packed into that 45-minute tour but 
the true highlight was yet to come. 

We were escorted to the 5th floor of the 
renowned Seminary Library and taken on 
a whirlwind journey back in time at the 
hands of a remarkable friend, David 
Wachtel. David oversees the rare book 
room of the Seminary library and his mag-
nificent presentation brought us into an 
intimate encounter with ancient siddurim, 
Mahzorim, Bibles, genizah fragments, in-
cunabula, books that still showed the work 
of censors who removed passages that the 
Church found objectionable, and more. He 
gave us a vivid history of the changes that 
occurred in the world due to the advent of 
the printing press and the writing of Jew-
ish texts that now became accessible to 
Jews throughout the world. We even were 
able to see a fund-raising letter signed by 
Maimonides! 

There is too much to recount in this article 
but if you ask some of the members of the 
class about it I'm sure you will see that we 
had an unforgettable experience. 

 
B'shalom, 
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum 

Hazzan Henry R. Rosenblum 

 
Dear friends, 
 
My nephew Seth and his family, and  
Susan, our children and I have all been 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of love 
and support from the congregation fol-
lowing the sudden passing of my sister, 
Carla Bromberg. Your presence at minya-
nim in our apartment, visits throughout 
the week of shiva, condolence cards, 
contributions, endless food, and your 
wishes of condolence in person, by 
phone and by email have been a great 
source of love and support. Carla loved 
the Forest Hills Jewish Center and had 
already made it her home away from 
home. We want to thank you for making 
her feel part of an extended family and 
for showing her what a wonderful home 
we had found for ourselves as well. 
 
May her memory ever be for a blessing, 
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum, Susan, Leora, 
Jesse, Rena, Shira, Ari, Seth, Jodie, Evin, 
Noah and Jules 

Sisterhood’s  
Torah Fund Campaign Luncheon 

Sunday, December 8, at 11:30 am 
in the Heller Family Ballroom 

 

              Honoring   
Our Woman of Achievement 

Dr. Heidi Nelson Rolnick  
 
Heidi has contributed to The Forest Hills Jewish Center Mishpachah in many ways, 
most notably as Director of Nagilah.  In addition, she co-chairs the Membership 
Committee, creates exciting Sisterhood programs, was a founding member of 
Evening Sisterhood, and has been a steadfast supporter of Torah Fund.     
 
The Torah Fund Campaign, originated by Women’s League of Conservative Judaism 
over 71 years ago, supports The Jewish Theological Seminary and its affiliated 
worldwide institutions to help secure a future generation of rabbis, cantors, educa-
tors and lay leaders within Conservative/Masorti Judaism.  
 
Please join us in this important fundraising effort as we recognize Dr. Heidi Nelson 
Rolnick for her ongoing contributions to our Mishpachah. 
 

Event Chairwomen:  Miriam Chait and Shirley Rossman-Zucker   

In The Spirit of  
Mishpachah:  Family 
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The President’s Pen          

Together with our 
Rabbi and several 
of our members, I 
had the pleasure 
of joining 1200 
“friends” at the 
Centennial Cele-
bration of the 
United Synagogue 
of Conservative 
Judaism in Balti-
more. This com-

memorated the call to arms 100 years ago 
by Solomon Schechter to build Conserva-
tive synagogues that embraced the mod-
ern world, yet conserved our rich Jewish 
traditions. It was inspiring to watch the 
children from USY sing and dance, meet 
some of the respected leaders like Harold 
Grinspoon, founder of the PJ Library, a 
philanthropist, innovator and educator, 
and the many guest moderators who led 
us in probing provocative discussions 
about life as a modern Jew and how we 
can, and indeed must, pull together to 
promote our future.  

Notwithstanding the reports of our de-
mise as a movement, the enthusiasm and 
commitment expressed by those present, 
as the representatives of the Conservative 
movement, was powerful. We could not 
ignore the statistics recently published by 
the Pew Research Center that the number 
of people who identify as Conservative 
Jews is down as a percentage of the Jew-
ish population. But the validity of our be-
liefs--having respect for those who have 
different beliefs, fully and unequivocally 

embracing egalitarianism, respecting our 
tradition, and appreciating the quality of 
life we are blessed to have here--is just 
“right,” whether the numbers back us up 
or not.  

Without question, we need to adapt to 
the needs and demands of today. The 
model and the facilities that worked in the 
1950s and 60s no longer speak to us. We 
are eagerly looking forward to the day 
when we have a new, more efficient build-
ing with space that is warm and inviting. 
Burdened with an aging infrastructure, a 
phenomenon faced throughout the move-
ment, is a problem that is inhibiting our 
ability to reach out.  

In our own synagogue, strong as it is as 
evidenced by the size of the crowd on any 
given Shabbat, we are facing financial 
difficulties that we need to confront. In 
adopting our budget this year, we en-
dured mechanical breakdowns and new 
governmental regulations compliance 
which has cost us severely; we are facing a 
budget shortfall. Two years ago, when I 
first took office, I was concerned that the 
usual sources of income would be insuffi-
cient to meet our needs and the Board, at 
that time, approved my request for a 
membership surcharge. With a little luck, 
good weather and good planning, we did 
not have to implement it. However, be-
cause of reduced income from some of 
our usual sources and unexpected expens-
es, we are facing a shortfall that must be 
addressed. I will be calling for a member-
ship meeting during November to ask for 

your approval of an assessment for this 
year.  

We will continue to keep our spirits and 
revenues up and our expenses down but 
for the sake of our community and the 
wider Jewish community, we must survive 
this battle.   

Best wishes, 
Joe Fox, President 

Membership & Community Affairs Update 
Membership is not about programs, it’s 
about community; programs are  the mech-
anism we use to build our FHJC community. 
Check out the wide variety of wonderful 
opportunities for each and every member of 
the FHJC happening in the upcoming weeks:  

The annual Book Fair takes place on Sunday, 
November 3rd  and  we will also be inaugurating our new Solo 
Singles drop-in center for single, divorced or widowed adults that 
Sunday too;  On Tuesday, November 5th  from 1:45pm to 3:00pm, 
explore the Torah with our rabbinic intern, Rabbi  Alex Salzberg.  
In honor of Jewish Book Month, Robin Skolnik will be leading a 
discussion of the book, Triangle, by Katherine Weber on Novem-
ber 7th.  Also on November 7th, we are hosting a free workshop on 
Understanding Medicare. ‘Canstruction’ on November 10th at the 
World Financial Center gives us a chance to help fight hunger.  

Those of you with little ones will be happy to hear that we are 
once again opening the gym on Shabbat starting on November 
23rd from 3pm-5pm, to children and their parents. On November 
24th please join us as our own Nagilah performs at the Thanksgiv-
ing Interfaith Service.  

On the 3rd of December come celebrate Hanukkah at our festive 
and fun annual  ‘Lights and Latkes’  celebration,  and  the 13th-
14th  of December  is our Shabbaton weekend with a wide range 
of classes to pique every interest. Watch for details of our Hesed 
Day coming in December too, and let’s not forget the annual 
“Coffee House” in January, where our talented members per-
form.         

Please participate in our programs and be a part of the warm and 
wonderful FHJC community. 

Mike Abrams, VP, Membership 

 

The Kol Nidre Campaign started on 

Yom Kippur and continues throughout the 
year.  Many members have not yet made 
a pledge. Maybe you were away for the 
holidays and did not have a chance to 
complete a pledge card. Maybe you were 
trying to determine just how generous 
you could afford to be and were distract-
ed. Maybe you simply forgot. Whatever 
the reason for not making a pledge, it is 
never too late to do so. We want to in-
clude as many people in the Honor Roll of 
contributors to the campaign in the next 
issue of the Message, but we need your 
pledge soon in order to  include 
you.  Remember that the Kol Nidre Cam-
paign is an integral part of the funding for 
FHJC. It enables us to continue to provide 
the high level of religious and cultural pro-
grams our community expects and de-
serves. Make your pledge today! If you 
have already made your pledge, the Kol 
Nidre Campaign Committee and the entire 
congregation would like to thank you. We 
sincerely appreciate your generosity. 

 Judy and David Zipkowitz  
and Carl Koerner, Chairs 
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The Religious School 
has been working 
on two areas of 
change, with the 
help of grants re-
ceived from the 
Jewish Education 
Project and funds 
from the FHJC Par-
ents’ Association. 

Over the summer, we began redesigning 
one of our classrooms to fit the needs of 
learners in the 21st century.  As we have 
moved away from frontal teaching, the 
“sage on the stage,” to project-based 
learning, the “guide on the side,” our 
classroom settings have remained stag-
nant.  Our students are amused by chalk 
and blackboards, as the status-quo in pub-
lic and private schools alike is interactive 
whiteboards. Desks do not lend them-
selves to collaborative projects, small 
group work or deep conversation, all as-
pects of learning that have become the 
norm in our school. 

Our teachers and I allowed ourselves to 
imagine what changes in our classrooms 
would best support learning for our older 
students.  The three areas we identified 
were space for conversation, space where 
students could work in hevruta and space 
where students could work on projects.  
In mid-September, we visited Ikea and 
within days Room 111 became a vibrant 
learning environment for our High School 
and some of our Middle School students.  

Four small couches, small rectangular ta-
bles that can be placed together or used 
separately, rugs and a coffee table 
changed the dynamic in the room more 
than we could have imagined. High School 
students feel that the room is their place.  
Middle School students sense that it is a 
privilege to work there. The difference is 
tangible.  

Recently a group of High School students, 
working with our High School educator 
Karen Stein, sat deep in conversation 
about the six-word memoirs they had 

written describing their Jewish Journeys.  
Each teen had written their six-word 
memoir on an oversized post it. They were 
then displayed on the coffee table. As 
they read each other’s work they laughed, 
nodded and commented.  They were com-
fortable with each other, at home in their 
space and involved in deep, rich, and en-
gaging Jewish learning.  

Not surprisingly the room is being used by 
others in the building. On Tuesday after-
noons twelve adult learners come togeth-
er to learn Torah with our Rabbinic Intern.  
Two professional development sessions 
and several teacher meetings have also 
taken place there. It is a space that is now 
conducive to learning and connection.  

The other area of change we have been 
working on is integrating technology into 
our classrooms.  Using funds provided by 
the Parents’ Association, we have been 
able to purchase 4 iPads and a wireless 
printer. After much research, we decided 

(Continued on page 15) 

Religious School Reflection                                                         Lynn Lancaster 

News from Nursery School                                                 Susan Rosenbaum 
If you looked 
around the building 
at the nursery 
school on the sec-
ond floor, you may 
have noticed our 
change in environ-
ment. A few years 
ago, I was inspired 
by a philosophy of 

learning called Reggio Emilio. Reggio is an 
interconnected web of practices anchored 
by our understanding of children as being 
capable, eager to explore, competent, and 
full of wonder and delight. Some Reggio 
principles include:  

 the environment as the third teach-
er—creating a beautiful environment 
using natural materials and neutral 
color; 

 making learning relevant; 

 teaching children to be thinkers.  

Over the past year, I have visited many 
Reggio-inspired schools, and have taken 
many workshops and courses. Some of 
our teachers have visited Reggio schools 
as well, and have been inspired. This sum-

mer, the staff and I have read different 
Reggio books and we will be using this 
year to share information to enhance our 
program.  

The Jewish Early Childhood Education Initi-
ative (JECEI) applied a Jewish perspective 
to the Reggio concepts. They include:  

Divine Image—Tzelem Elokim —Reggio's 
central value—an image of the child as 
capable—mirrors the Jewish idea that 
every individual is created in the image of 
God.  The school community honors eve-
ryone’s uniqueness and diversity is cele-
brated. Children are provided with the 
opportunity to explore and express them-
selves through "a hundred languages," 
including music, movement, writing, art, 
stories, dramatic play, cooking, games, 
manipulatives, discussions, block play, 
physical education, nature, and numerous 
artistic media. 

Holy Space—Kedusha—We endeavor to 
create beautiful and sacred spaces for our 
children. This is reflected in our class-
rooms where materials, books, nature and 
Jewish traditions are honored. Families 
come together to appreciate the blessing 

of having a community.  

 Interpretation—D'rash—As Jews, we 
have a rich culture of inquiry and dia-
logue.  Similarly, in Reggio, educators be-
lieve that the documentation of these 
processes is powerful. Our staff engages in 
meaningful documentation of children’s 
work in an effort to share what transpires 
in the classroom and give honor to chil-
dren’s work.  

 Journey—Masa—Jewish history is rife 
with examples of famed journeys. At FHJC, 
as in Reggio-Emilia, we believe in the pow-
er of the journey, and thus we allow chil-
dren the time to journey toward their own 
conclusions in their own way. It is clearly 
understood that each child is a unique 
individual with his/her own pace of devel-
opment that must be considered and re-
spected at all times. 

Covenant—Belonging and Commitment—
B'rit—We believe that the relationships 
we educators forge with our families are 
what enable each of us—parent, teacher, 
and child—to achieve our divine potential. 

 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Mazal Tov! November B’nai Mitzvot 

Ranana Chernin 
Bat Mitzvah 
November 16, 2013 
Ranana Chernin is a seventh-grade 
student at Solomon Schechter School 
of Queens. She spends her summers 
at Camp Ramah in the Berkshires. 
Ranana enjoys singing, acting, read-
ing, ballet, yo-yos, all things choco-
late, and strawberry soup. For her 
mitzvah project, Ranana organized a 
group of her peers to visit Ronald 

McDonald House of Long Island and bake mandelbrot on the 
premises for families staying at the residence. Most important 
to her are her family and friends, whom she keeps smiling with 
her sense of humor. 

Samuel Bauer 
Bar Mitzvah 
November 9, 2013 
Sam is in the eighth grade at the     
Baccalaureate School for Global      
Education.  Sam is active in his Boy 
Scout troop and is a member of the 
Order of the Arrow, Scouting’s nation-
al honor society.  Sam enjoys archery, 
camping, hiking, mountain biking, 
swimming, snorkeling and reading. 

Leeon Vant 
Bar Mitzvah 
November 30, 2013 
Leeon Vant is an eighth grader at the 
Big Apple Academy.  He enjoys skiing, 
reading, traveling and spending time 
with his family and friends. He genu-
inely loves life and lives it with hu-
mor.  Leeon lives in Forest Hills.   

Listen up, performers!   

FHJC Coffee House  
Registration Continues through  

November 7 
Five minutes of fame can be yours… 

but you have to register by the deadline! 
 

Look for the registration flyers on the Center 
tables and in the  Center office. 

Join the FHJC  
family at the 

2013 INTERFAITH 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Sunday, Nov 24 —4:00 PM 

Watch for venue information  
coming soon. 

SHABBAT AT  FHJC 
 

Kids Kongregation 
2-5 years old / 10:45 AM in M4 

Singing—Dancing—Stories 
 
 

Family Service 
K-2nd with Parents/ 10:30 AM 

A chance to learn together. 
See calendar for dates. 

 
 

Junior Congregation 
1st-6th Grade/ 10:00 AM 

A magical mystery tour through the Torah! 
(Children in grades K-2 attend Family Service instead of   

Junior Congregration when dates overlap.) 
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By Luba Ostashevsky  

Editor’s Note: We are pleased to introduce 
a new look at a topic near and dear to all 
of us: Raising Jewish Children. We will 
focus this year on big and small moments 
in the lives of families with children.  This 
month, Luba Ostashevsky looks at Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah preparation by speaking to sever-
al children who have recently achieved 
this milestone. Mazal tov to Luba on her 
son, Zaheer’s Bar Mitzvah on October 26, 
2013. 

Parents look forward to the moment 
when their son or daughter alights the 
bima, drapes the tallit on their shoulders, 
and begins to recite the haftarah portion 
in this singular rite of passage.  Some kids 
do it willingly, some need to be cajoled, 
others bribed, but what unifies all of their 
experiences at the Forest Hills Jewish Cen-
ter is the rigorous training they undergo 
under the supervision of Hazzan Henry 
Rosenblum. 

For more than eighteen months, the kids 
meet with the Hazzan to learn how to 
correctly chant the lines from the Hafta-
rah in Hebrew. It may sound like a long 
time to learn how to read three or four 
pages, but in addition to understanding 
the text,  the kids learn the tropes 
(symbols that add vowels and make the 
words sound differently), which makes the 
passage less a block of text, and more a 
finely tuned song they have to learn to 
sing while hitting all the right notes. To 

help them memorize the melody, the Haz-
zan downloads the correct recitation on 
their iPods or phones.  

Leeon Vant, whose bar mitzvah is in late 
November, outlined the difficulties of the 
process. “When I got my haftarah and all 
the blessings last year, I found it extreme-
ly difficult to transition between the 
different melodies. I had to learn how to 
pronounce each one differently.” 

Zaheer Coovadia, whose bar mitzvah was 
mere weeks away at the time of this inter-
view, felt that the Hazzan kept him on 
track. “He could always tell if I didn’t prac-
tice, and insisted that I did. His staying on 
top of me forced me to study.” 

Since the bat/bar mitzvah milestone ar-
rives in the seventh or eighth grade, stu-
dents are also balancing heavy academic 
work loads and high school applications.  
One mother told me she thought the ses-
sions in the Hazzan’s office, where books 
on every subject in Jewish history and 
literature fill the floor-to-ceiling book-
shelves, are “therapy.” Vant says it was 
like “stepping into a different world, spirit-
ually.” 

Downloading your haftarah portion on 
your iPhone may not feel particularly spir-
itual, but in fact, it’s the ease of mobile 
devices and the Net’s reach that’s making 
religious study easier. Coovadia, who 
spent the summer in Cape Town, South 

Africa, with his father, continued to study 
with the Hazzan via Skype.  

Emma Miller, who completed her bat 
mitzvah in December 2012, felt that the 
study actually gave her tools for dealing 
with social situations. “My portion was 
about a debate between God and the dev-
il and the devil stuck to his guns, and I 
found that admirable even though he was 
the devil. It made me more self-
confident.” 

As with so many of the enriching activities 
at the FHJC, the bat/bar mitzvah celebra-
tion makes us consider what’s really im-
portant. Although there always seems to 
be a story about an “over-the-top” osten-
tatious party in the media, we’re happy to 
help families consider what it is they want 
to get out of the once in a lifetime event 
and help them get there.  

 

 

Raising Jewish Children: A Parent’s Perspective 

Give of Yourself on Hesed Day 
FHJC's G'mach Initiative is happy to announce its first Hesed Day, which will take 
place on December 25, 2013. We have partnered with two organizations in order to 
give FHJC members an opportunity to volunteer their time. Your opportunities to 
help those who help others are as follows: 
Masbia is a soup kitchen located on Queens Boulevard in Rego Park. It serves 
meals to the needy of our community. A limited number of volunteers will be need-
ed to help prepare and serve meals from 3:30pm to 7:00pm on December 25. 
God's Love We Deliver is an organization that provides meals to the elderly and 
others who are too ill to leave their homes. The volunteer opportunites with GLWD 
require teams of two people; one person must have a car and the other person rides 
along to help with meal delivery. Each car would pick up 5 to 8 meals from one of 
the GLWD distribution centers and deliver them directly to each client. The shift 
takes between 1 ½ to 3 hours, depending on the location and route. 
By volunteering on this day, you not only help those in need, but you allow the dedi-
cated staff to spend the holiday with their loved ones. Sign up for either of these 
programs by contacting Dorrie Berkowitz (berkfam1.fhjc@gmail.com) or David Zip-
kowitz (zipdent@verizon.net). 

Come Play at the 
FHJC! 

Young children and their parents are 
welcome to join us in the gym for a 
few hours of play on Shabbat after-

noon from 3-5 PM. 

Upcoming Dates: 
November 23 
December 7 

December 21 

“Top 10 Tips for Enhancing Language   
Development for Caregivers or Nannies” 

Center member and speech-language 
pathologist, Dr. Lorain Wankoff,              

provides strategies and techniques to help 
optimize language development in young 

children. Read her interesting and         
informative article here:  

http://mommybites.com/col2/nanny/top-10
-tips-for-enhancing-language-development

-for-caregivers-or-nannies/  

mailto:berkfam1.fhjc@gmail.com
mailto:zipdent@verizon.net
http://mommybites.com/col2/nanny/top-10-tips-for-enhancing-language-development-for-caregivers-or-nannies/
http://mommybites.com/col2/nanny/top-10-tips-for-enhancing-language-development-for-caregivers-or-nannies/
http://mommybites.com/col2/nanny/top-10-tips-for-enhancing-language-development-for-caregivers-or-nannies/
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Shoshanna Segal, a GreenFaith Fellow, will deliver our keynote presentation. 

Is Being Green Mitzvah #614? 
Do traditional Rabbinic commentaries leads us toward 

 involving the environment in our Jewish decision making? 

Shoshanna Segal is a member of the 2012/13 class of GreenFaith Fellows.  The GreenFaith Fellowship 
Program is the world's only comprehensive program that prepares lay and ordained leaders from di-
verse religious traditions for religiously based environmental leadership. Shoshanna’s interest in and 
commitment to focusing on sustainability also stems from her professional training.  She is the owner 
and founder of Luminous Flux, LLC, an architectural lighting studio, and has designed and managed a 
wide array of educational, corporate, institutional, retail and residential projects.  In her work, she 
strives to balance vision with practicality to arrive at low-impact design solutions that can be brought 
in on time and on budget, while remaining true to the visual and conceptual needs of the project. A 
professional member of the International Association of Lighting Designers, and a LEED Accredited 
Professional, Shanna has lectured for the New York City chapters of the American Institute of Archi-
tects, The Illumination Engineering Society, and the Designer’s Lighting Forum.  

Friday Night, December 13 
5:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv in 

the Estelle Feiner Crystal Room 
 

Following services, there will be a traditional 
Shabbat dinner (by reservation only) 

 
7:45 PM  Keynote Presentation– Is Being 

Green Mitzvah #614 (open to all) 
 

We will join Hazzan Rosenblum in singing 
Zemirot throughout the evening. 

 
Friday night Dinner reservations:  
Age 13 and up—$25 per person 

Age 4-12—$12 per person 
This dinner is subsidized in part through the      

generosity of an anonymous donor. 

Saturday, December 14 
Shabbat services at 9:00AM  

followed by a Cholent Kiddush  
in the Heller Family Ballroom 

  
8 different classes to choose  

from for afternoon study 
 

Organized children’s programming 
 

3:50PM early Minha 
Rabbi Skolnik will give the final presentation 

during Seudah Sh’lishit (the third meal of Shab-
bat) entitled "The Kotel Controversy: An Up-to-

the-Minute Report"  
 

We will conclude Shabbat with Ma’ariv at 
5:30PM and a musical Havdalah 

We thank our Shabbaton sponsors:  
Judy & Matt Beizer,  Candace & Carl Koerner, Judy & Jack Gostl, Rae & Gary Kerzner, Melanie & 
Al Krieger, Temma & Al Kingsley, Valerie & Jack Leibler, Anita & Murray Miller, Jill & Jonathan 

Mohrer, Anise & Phil Parnes, Pauline & Mark Raphael and Jill & Meir Toshav 

 
 Hilda & Rick Chusid, Rebekah & Norman Fassler, Helaine & Joe Fox,  

Barbara Kupferberg, and Shirley Rossman & David Zucker 

 
We thank our Seudah Sh’lishit sponsors: Ron & Irene Sternberg 

Reservations 

required for 

dinner,  

all classes and 

the children’s 

program. 

Join our community as we come together to celebrate Shabbat 

from Kabbalat Shabbat through Havdalah 
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SESSION 1—Choose from A-D (1:30-2:15 PM) 

RSVP for all parts of the Shabbaton by Friday, December 6, 2013.  

(We will break for dessert between sessions) 

SESSION 2—Choose from E-H (3:00-3:45 PM 
 

 Session 1 Class A—Dr. Jay Luger—When New York Had Three Chief Rabbis:  The Sad Tale of Rabbi Jacob Joseph 1888– 

1902—An insight into an attempt to transplant the model of Eastern Europe to the Lower East Side, with a postscript on 
the riot that ensued at the rabbi's funeral. Jay has an MA in Jewish History from YU, many additional years of study at 
JTS, and is a feline veterinarian. 

 Session 1 Class B—Dan Korb—Growing up Catholic; Growing Old Jewish—A convert looks at the New Testa-

ment through kosher eyes.   Dan received a BA in Political Science from Stony Brook and started teaching in NYC public 
schools, a temporary job that has lasted 24 years. During that time, he earned an MA in History and profession-
al certification in school administration, both from Queens College. For the past 5 years, he has been the principal of the 
High School of Applied Communication, a small public school in Long Island City.  

 Session 1 Class C—Nora Mandel—The New Golden Age of Television—It  began January 1999 with “The Sopranos,” 

when TV fiction writers and directors started breaking boundaries with anti-heroes, sex, violence, diversity, and daring 
subjects, starting on premium cable, then influencing the medium and audiences everywhere.  They also brought new 
Jewish characters to the small screen, from “Entourage” to “Girls,” “Glee” to “Big Bang Theory,” and more.  Spoiler alert: 
how post-millennial TV does – or does not-- challenge stereotypes to be good for the Jews or bad for the Jews. Nora Lee 
Mandel is a member of New York Film Critics Online and the Alliance of Women Film Journalists.  Her film and television 
reviews have appeared on Film-forward.com and FilmFestivalTraveler.com, in Lilith magazine, and The New Hampshire 
Jewish Reporter. 

 Session 1 Class D—Rabbi Paul Drazen—Where are the prayers? In this session Rabbi Drazen will take a close look at 

the Shaharit service. In addition to leading FHJC’s Second Seder, Rabbi Drazen manages special projects for the USCJ. 
 
 
 
  
 

 Session 2 Class E—Gary Weil—"...But is it murder? A discussion on Jewish and secular criminal law"—Gary will discuss 

the various ways criminal law is handled under Jewish law and under the American criminal justice system. What are the 
differences? The similarities? What are the various priorities each system has? For more than 20 years, Gary has been an 
ADA in The Bronx and is currently Deputy Bureau Chief of Trial Bureau 34. He has tried 200 cases in his entire career, of 
which 10% have been murder trials   

 Session 2 Class F—Matt Beizer—Shabbat at Home Primer for Parents—Everything you need to know about creating a 

family Shabbat experience from Friday night candle lighting until Havdalah on Saturday night – but were afraid to ask. 
Matt is continuing with the class he started last year. Previous participants and newcomers are welcome. Matt is a past 
President of FHJC and the father of Dina and David 

 Session 2 Class G—Dr. Mitchell Frank—Rabbi Nathan, meet Dr. Fromm—The Jewish concept of a yetzer ha'ra and a 

yetzer ha'tov, a bad and a good inclination, has origins in Genesis, when God rues man's evil nature. It is fully articulated 
in Avoth d'Rabbi Nathan, a commentary on Pirkei Avoth, compiled during the Talmudic era.  In this presentation we will 
consider in what ways the concept of a good and evil yetzer, as it appears in Avoth d'Rabbi Nathan, answers the ques-
tions we inevitably ask about man's capacity for cruelty. Our discussion will lead us to the mid-20th-century psychoana-
lyst, Dr. Erich Fromm and his book, The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness and, from there, to Chasidic ideas on man's 
darker nature.  Mitchell is a clinical psychologist who holds graduate degrees from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and YU. 

 Session 2 Class H—Rabbi David Siegel—Pulling Back the Layers: Using Traditional and Modern Study Techniques to 

Understand Text—Do you love to learn?  Would you like to better understand the weekly Torah reading?  In this session 
participants will study selected biblical texts using traditional and modern study techniques.  This session is appropriate 
for students of all levels and backgrounds. Rabbi Siegel is currently the Executive Director of Hofstra University Hillel. 
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Please RSVP by Friday, December 6, 2013, for all parts of the Shabbaton.   
Thanks to our generous sponsors, there is no charge for the Shabbaton except for Shabbat dinner. Please use this form to sign 
up for the dinner and/or the Shabbat afternoon sessions and the children’s programming. 

 

Family reservations for Friday Night Dinner: 
 # of adults age 13 up at $25:   _________    

 # of children age 4–12 at $12: _________ 

 # of children age 3 & under free: ________ 

List All Names Please:    ____________________  _____________________ 
    ____________________  _____________________ 
_________________________ _____________________   _________________________ 
Address     Phone    Email 

Total for dinner: $ ___________      # of Vegetarians _____ 

Enclosed is payment of $__________ for the Shabbat dinner. 
Credit card info (MC or Visa)_______________________exp___________ or enclose a check  
 

Shabbat afternoon session reservations: Please list each family member separately: 
 
_________________________ Session 1 Choice:  A       B       C       D 
Name     Session 2 Choice:  E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:  A       B       C       D 
Name     Session 2 Choice:  E       F       G       H   

_________________________ Session 1 Choice:  A       B       C       D 
Name     Session 2 Choice:  E       F       G       H   

Children’s Program Reservations 
Group X Age 2—5 

Group Y Grade K—2  

Group Z Grade 3—7  

_________________________           X       Y       Z     
Child’s Name and Age   

_________________________  X       Y       Z  
Child’s Name and Age  

_________________________  X       Y       Z     
Child’s Name and Age     

Additional donation to help defray the extra costs of the Shabbaton: $ ________ 

Please send this form with your payment (if attending the Shabbat dinner) to 
the Forest Hills Jewish Center, 106-06 Queens Blvd, Forest Hills, NY 11375   attn: Shabbaton 
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Youth Department News           Mara Silver-Smith 
Youth Group is off and 
running!  Although we 
had a slow start be-
cause of the holidays, 
we’re finally hitting 
our stride, with lots of 
great programs com-
ing up. 
 
November 10th we will 
be hosting a divisional 

pool party for all of the Kadima kids in the 
Kiryah division, followed by the METNY 
Regional USY Kallah at the Huntington Hil-
ton the weekend of November 15th and 
finishing up with the METNY Regional Kadi-
ma Shabbaton the weekend of December 
6th in Plainview. 
 
As if that wasn’t enough, we have plans for 
interchapters with other shuls in the 
Queens community, trips to the city, ice 
skating, bowling, TO projects…and so much 
more!  Can’t wait to see everyone at our 

weekly meetings and make sure to check 
your email for details each week.  

Todah Rabah! 
This year’s FHJC Sukkah 

looked beautiful thanks to  
a terrific turnout of  

volunteers:  
 
Michael Am-
ster;  Jordan 
Bennett;  Liz, 
Bill, Eli and 
Hailey Berg-
man;  Hal 
Berkowitz;  
Brett Biletski;  
Heather, Lila 
and Judah Bulow;  Miriam Chait;  Nan-
cy, Rich, Abby and Jake Chase;  Lauren, 
David and Aaron Chays;  Lena Cohen;  
Rebecca Feldman;  Joe and Helaine 
Fox;  Lari and Mitchell Frank;  Jayne 
Goldberg;  Judy Gostl;  Sara and Elana 
Greenberg;  Lauren Grosz; Al Krieger;  
Barbara and Jerry Klibanoff;  Michelle 
Furman and Abigail Kronenberg;  Lee 
Lampert;  Carrie and Sam Leifer;  Jen-
nifer, Scott, Emily and Zachary Mark-
man;  Roger and Farah Mashihi;  Karen 
Stein, Adam, Avi and Jonah Monaco;  
Marshall Nisselbaum;  Roz Okun;  Len-
ny, Shaul, Ephraim, Michal, Tamar and 
Elianna Picker;  Heidi and Allan Rolnick;  
Arlene Sacks;  Lynn and Mark Schlei-
mer;  Beth Dinkin, Carl, Toby, Joelle 
and Avery Schrag;  Kim Trigoboff; Mi-
chael and Asher Turner;  Mindy and 
Scott Weinblatt;  Michele and Dylan 
Weiner;  Miriam Weintraub;  Randi, 
Michael and Eliana Zwick Marks; and 
Jordan Zukerman. 
 
In addition, thank you to our Nursery 
and Religious School teachers, Profes-
sional and Office staff, and Mainte-
nance team whose assistance made a 
difference!  
 
If your name was omitted from this list, 
please accept our apologies, and let us 
know so that we may publish a correc-
tion in the next Message.  
 
Dorrie Berkowitz, Membership Com-
mittee Co-Chair 
Anise Parnes, Sisterhood President  
Men’s Club 

MEETING 
TIMES! 

 
Tseerim (3rd-5th grades) 

4:30-5:45 pm 
 

Kadima (6th-8th grades) 
5:45-7:00 pm 

 
USY (9th-12th grades) 

7:00-8:30 pm 
All meetings are on Sundays and will be in 
the Youth Lounge unless otherwise noted. 

Sisterhood 
Our fall calendar is in 
full swing, now that the 
Chagim have passed.  
Thank you, Sisterhood 
members, for making 
time and serving our 
community:  wrapping 
candy bars for Rosh 
Hashanah and deco-

rating the FHJC Sukkah.  Neither task would 
have been completed in a timely fashion 
without you!    

Since we’ll be eating latkes in November, 
we whetted our Hanukkah appetites this 
past September with an animated review 
of the festival’s melodies.  Thank you, Haz-
zan Rosenblum, for such a tasty Opening 
Meeting. 

November is also Jewish book month.  I 
hope you’re planning on being part of our 
discussion, on the 7th, of Triangle by 
Katharine Weber, when Robin Skolnik will 
facilitate an examination of this novel that 
explores a true 20th-century tragedy and 
how storytelling can “recreate” events.  

A few days later, on November 10, we will 
gather at the World Financial Center to 
view Canstruction:  sculptures created by 

architects and artists who put cans togeth-
er to end hunger.  This is sure to be an eye-
opening experience.  Please bring a can or 
two of nonperishable food for distribution 
by City Harvest. 

The BQLI Women’s League Health and 
Wellness Day, November 11, will be held 
at Plainview Jewish Center.  I hope to see 
you there, when Rabbi Abigail Treu, of The 
Jewish Theological Seminary, will be the 
day’s Keynote Speaker. 

This year’s Torah Fund Campaign, is in full 
swing, with our annual Woman of Achieve-
ment event scheduled for Sunday, Decem-
ber 8.  Miriam Chait, Shirley Rossman 
Zucker and I look forward to seeing you at 
this year’s luncheon, when we will honor 
Dr. Heidi Nelson Rolnick, for her many 
contributions to Sisterhood and FHJC.  Your 
personal invitation should be arriving by 
mail shortly.  In the meantime, more de-
tails about the luncheon may be found on 
page 3.  

We have a number of additional ideas in 
development.  Watch the ListServe and 
Shabbat Shalom for more details about 
upcoming programs!  
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 

Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 

Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congregation…………..……..10:00 AM - Noon— Little Synagogue 
Kids Kongregation…………………....10:30 AM - 11:30 AM—Room M4 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat…………………..……See calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

November 2013 / Heshvan-Kislev 5774  

SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1         28 Heshvan  

 

 

5:34pm Candle Lighting 
5:35pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

2        29 Heshvan  

 
Parashat Toldot 

Shabbat M’va’ra’chim 
Machar Chodesh 

 
PM Booksale Set-Up 

3       30 Heshvan  

ROSH HODESH     
KISLEV 

PA Book Sale 
 

SOLO Singles 
Youth Groups 

4            1 Kislev 5            2 Kislev  

 
Torah Study 

 
 
 

Bridge 

6            3 Kislev  

 
 
 

 
Yoga 

7            4 Kislev  

 
 
 

Sisterhood Book 
Discussion 

8                 5 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

4:26pm Candle Lighting 
4:25pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

9            6 Kislev  

 
Parashat Vayetzei 

Bar Mitzvah of          
Sam Bauer 

 
Aufruf of Daniel Fried 

10          7 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Youth Groups 

11          8 Kislev  

 
VETERAN’S DAY 

 
NO NURSERY SCHOOL 

12          9 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

13        10 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Yoga 

14        11 Kislev 15             12 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

4:19pm Candle Lighting 
4:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

16        13 Kislev  

 
Parashat Vayishlach 

Bat Mitzvah of 
Ranana Chernin 

17        14 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Youth Groups 

18        15 Kislev  

 
 
 

 
YAC Meeting 

19        16 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 

20        17 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

Yoga 

21        18 Kislev 22             19 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

4:15pm Candle Lighting 
4:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

23        20 Kislev  

 
Parashat Toldot 
Aufruf of Robbie 

Raphael 
 

Play in the Gym 

24        21 Kislev  

Bokser Lecture 
 
 

Interfaith Service 
 
 

Youth Groups 

25        22 Kislev 26       23 Kislev  

 
 
 

FHJC School Board 
Meeting 
Bridge 

27        24 Kislev  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Night Hanukkah 

28        25 Kislev  

Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Night Hanukkah 

29             26 Kislev  

NO NURSERY SCHOOL  
FHJC OFFICE CLOSED 

4:11pm Candle Lighting 
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

 

3rd Night Hanukkah 

30         27 Kislev  
Parashat Toldot 
Bar Mitzvah of 

Leeon Vant 
Shabbat M’va’ra’chim 

Shabbat Hanukkah 
 

 

4th Night Hanukkah 

Remember! Daylight Savings 
Time ends Sunday, Nov. 3 at 2:00 
AM. Clocks “Fall Back” one hour! 
Think about all the possibilities 
you can do with all that time!  

On Friday night, Hanukkah candles should be lit 
before Shabbat candles. 

Congregational Kiddush Hosts 
Nov. 2—Joanne & Haskell Klaristenfeld in 

honor of Haskell’s 80th birthday 
Nov. 9—Marian & Matthew Bauer in honor 

of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Samuel 
Nov. 9—Mel Marx (son of Bertel Marx) & 

and Marsha Marx in honor of the aufruf 
of their future son-in-law Daniel Fried 

Nov. 16—Bonnie & Keith Chernin in honor 
of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter 
Ranana 

Nov. 23—Pauline & Mark Raphael in honor 
of the aufruf of their son Robbie 

Nov. 30—Alla Roytberg & Mairim Vant in 
honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son 
Leeon 
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Schedule of Services 
Unless otherwise indicated, our regular schedule of services is as follows: 
 

Shaharit: 
Weekdays…………………...……….7:00 AM 
Shabbat …………………………......9:00 AM 
Sunday, and legal holidays…..8:20 AM  
 

Schedule of Children’s Services 
Junior Congregation & Clubs……..10:00 AM - Noon— Little Synagogue 
Kids Kongregation………………..…...10:45 AM - 11:30 AM—Room M4 

Minha/Ma’ariv 
Weekdays…………………………………………………...7:30 PM 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat……………………....See Calendar 
Saturday night, Sunday, and legal holidays….Sundown 

 

DECEMBER 2013 / Kislev-Tevet 5774  

SUN  MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1           28 Kislev  

 
Minyan Club 

 
Youth Groups 

 
 
 

5th Night Hanukkah 

2           29 Kislev  

 
 
 
 

 
6th Night Hanukkah 

3           30 Kislev  

ROSH HODESH     
TEVET 

LIGHTS & LATKES 

Bridge/ Yarncraft 
 
 

7th Night Hanukkah 

4            1 Tevet 

ROSH HODESH     
TEVET 

 
 

Yoga 
 

8th Night Hanukkah 

5            2 Tevet 

 
 
 

  

6             3 Tevet 

 

 

4:10pm Candle Lighting 
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

7              4 Tevet  

 
Parashat Vayigash 

Family Service 
Play in the Gym 

 
Men’s Club Movie 

 
 

8            5 Tevet 

 
Sisterhood Torah 
Fund Luncheon 

 
 
 

Youth Groups 

9            6 Tevet 

 
Nursery School   
Parent-Teacher   
conferences (No 

School) 

10          7 Tevet  

 
Nursery School   
Parent-Teacher   
conferences (No 
Nursery School) 

 
Bridge/ Yarncraft 

11           8 Tevet  

 
 
 

 
Yoga 

12           9 Tevet  

 
 
 

  

13              10 Tevet  

Asara B’Tevet (Fast Day) 
 

FHJC SHABBATON 
 

4:11pm Candle Lighting 
4:10pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

14          11 Tevet  

 
Parashat Vayechi 
FHJC SHABBATON 

15         12 Tevet 

 
 

Booktalk 
Joe Trigoboff’s  

Rumble in Brooklyn 
 

Youth Groups 

16          13 Tevet 17         14 Tevet 

 
 
 
 
 

Bridge/ Yarncrat 

18          15 Tevet  

 
 
 

 
Yoga 

19          16 Tevet  

 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Meeting 

20              17 Tevet  

 
 
 
 

4:13pm Candle Lighting 
4:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

21          18 Tevet  

 
Parashat Shemot 
Play in the Gym 

 
 

Singles Event 

22         19 Tevet 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Groups 

23          20 Tevet  

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

24         21 Tevet 

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

 
 

Bridge 

25          22 Tevet  

Winter Break 
(No School) 

 
FHJC Hesed Day  

 
Movie & Chinese 

Food Program 

26          23 Tevet  

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

 
 

27              24 Tevet  

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

 

4:17pm Candle Lighting 
4:20pm Kabbalat Shabbat 

28         25 Tevet 

 
Parashat Vaera 

Shabbat M’va’ra’chim 

29         26 Tevet 

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

30          27 Tevet  

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

31         28 Tevet 

 
Winter Break 
(No School) 

 

 
 
 

    

*ALL WEEKDAY EVENING EVENTS AND CLASSES ARE HELD IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING THE 7:30 PM MINYAN, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 
Please try to attend the minyan on the nights you attend those events.  

     Thank you 
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PULPIT FUND 
Grace Schwartzberg in honor of the 
Aufruf of Pauline & Mark Raphael’s 
son, Robbie. 
Susan & Arnold Weg in honor of the 
Aufruf & upcoming marriage of Paul-
ine & Mark Raphael’s son, Robbie 
to Erica Waldbaum. 
Chusid Family in honor of Jack & 
Judy Gostl’s special wedding anni-
versary. 
Monica & Ezra Lagnado in honor of 
Arlene Sacks. 
Monica & Ezra Lagnado in honor of 
Dr. Martin Topol. 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in honor of Rabbi Skolnik. 
Miriam & Morris Chait in honor of 
Martin Topol as Chattan Torah. 
Miriam & Morris Chait in honor of 
Arlene Sacks as Kallat Bereshit. 
Miriam & Morris Chait in gratitude 
to Norman Gursen for honors re-
ceived. 
Rita & Saul Diamond in gratitude to 
Martin Topol for honors received. 
Roz Feuer and her sister, in grati-
tude to Norman Gursen and Martin 
Topol for honors received.  
Esther Feldman in gratitude to Nor-
man Gursen for honors received.  
Bernie Berko in gratitude to Nor-
man Gursen for honors received. 
Lucille Stallman in gratitude for 
honors received.  
Bernice Weiss in gratitude to Sha-
ron & Philip Braginsky for the honey 
they sent for the New Year.  
Roz Okun in honor of the 50th wed-
ding anniversary of Valerie & Jack 
Leibler. 
Pauline & Mark Raphael in honor of 
the 50th wedding anniversary of 
Valerie & Jack Leibler. 
Rita & Saul Diamond best wishes to 
Bernie Berko on his 90th birthday 
Elsa & Harry Schweitzer in honor of 
Walter Lauchheimer’s birthday. 
Barbara Kupferberg in honor of 
Louis Jaari’s birthday.  
Barbara Kupferberg in honor of 
Temma & Al Kingsley’s grandson’s 
Bar Mitzvah. 
Barbara Kupferberg in honor of Jack 
Gostl being honored by FHJC.  
Barbara Kupferberg for Erica 
Gursen’s full recovery. 
Barbara Kupferberg in memory of 
Irwin Seitenbach. 
Aaron Blum in memory of Irwin 
Seitenbach.  
Gail Port in memory of Leonard 
Port.  
Anthony & Georgette Dankner in 
loving memory of his mother, 
Katherina Dankner.  
Edith Hausman, Marian & Family in 
memory of Curtis Hausman, dear 
husband, father and grandfather. 

Grace Schwartzberg in memory of 
beloved mother and grandmother, 
Rose Greenberg. (37th yahrzeit) 
Grace Schwartzberg in memory of 
beloved husband, Barnet. (26th Yahr-
zeit) 
Donations were made in memory of 
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum’s sister, 
Carla Bromberg by: 
 Liz & Bill Bergman and Family  
 Tikva, Zahava, Hanna and 
 Dorothy Mahlab  
 Miriam Weintraub  
 Barbara Kupferberg  
Barbara Kupferberg in memory of 
Harry Schachner. 
Rebekah & Norman Fassler in 
memory of Harry Schachner. 
Weintraub Family in memory of 
Berthold Bear. 
Weintraub Family in memory of 
Toni Bear. 
Weintraub Family in memory of Lisa 
Bear. 
Anne Frankel in loving memory of 
her mother, Belle Frankel on her 5th 
yahrzeit. 
Valerie & Jack Leibler in memory of 
Carl Goldstein 
Edith Hausman & Family in memory 
of husband, father & grandfather, 
Curtis Hausman (Yarzeit) 
 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 
Rae & Gary Kerzner in honor of the 
upcoming marriage of Pauline & 
Mark Raphael’s son, Robbie to Erica 
Waldbaum. 
Valerie & Jack Leibler in honor of 
Pauline & Mark Raphael on the 
occasion of the forthcoming mar-
riage of their son Robbie to Erica 
Waldbaum 
Valerie & Jack Leibler in honor of 
the Bar Mitzvah of Roz Okun's 
grandson Adam Ferman. 
Rebekah & Norman Fassler in honor 
of Lavey Weil on the occasion of his 
graduation from the International 
Academy of Design and Technology.  
Barbara Bernstein & Family in hon-
or of Martin Topol being chosen as 
Chattan Torah.  
Maid of Honor, Best Man, Brides-
maids & Flower Girls in honor of 
Arlene Sacks being chosen as Kallat 
Bereshit.  
Monica Lagnado with appreciation 
to Norman Gursen for honor re-
ceived. 
Dorothy Mahlab in gratitude to Bill 
Altman for his kindness. 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in gratitude to Michael 
Abrams for honors received.  
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in gratitude to Jerry 
Klibanoff for honors received.  
 
 

 

Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in gratitude to Norman 
Gursen for honors received.  
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in gratitude to Norman 
Gursen for honors received.  
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in celebration with their 
friend, Bernie Berko. 

Tikva Mahlab in gratitude for a 
friend’s good health. 
Abby Klier, Brenda Zuckerman & 
Family and Jill Kimmel & Family in 
loving memory of beloved parents, 
grandparents and great-
grandparents, Cora S. Rodell (12th 
yahrzeit) and Joseph S. Rodell, Esq. 
(37th yahrzeit) 

Refuah Shelemah  רפואה שלמה 

a full and speedy recovery to  
Nathan Bley and Louis Moskowitz  

 

 

Mazal Tov   מזל טוב 

   …to those in our Center family who are celebrating a simha: 
Pauline & Mark Raphael & Melissa Raphael on the aufruf 

and upcoming marriage of their son and brother               
Robbie to Erica Waldbaum 

Daniel & Rochelle Papernik on the occasion of the               
Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Jonathan Papernik Gabo, 

celebrated in January 2013 

Haskell Klaristenfeld on the occasion of his 80th birthday 

Roz Okun on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of her            
grandson Adam Michael Ferman 

Cantor Erno & Anna Grosz on the occasion of the                    
Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Daniel Multz 

Bertel, Mel & Marsha Marx on the aufruf and upcoming 
marriage of their daughter and granddaughter                 

Jordana Marx to Daniel Fried 

Marian & Matthew Bauer on the                                                   
Bar Mitzvah of their son Sam 

Alla Roytberg & Mairim Vant on the                                              
Bar Mitzvah of their son Leeon Vant 

Bonnie and Keith Chernin on the                                                   
Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Ranana 

Arlene Sacks on the birth of her                                               
granddaughter Katherine Lela 

Ruth Kobrin on the birth of her grandson 

Reneé Glick on the birth of her great-grandson 
 
 

Hamakom Y’nahem   המקום ינחם                                         
...may God grant comfort and consolation to those                             

who have lost a loved one: 
Mitzi Cohen Donefer on the loss of her dear mother               

Rosalyn Cohen 

Hazzan Henry Rosenblum on the loss of his                                     
dear sister Carla Bromberg 

Paul Karchawer on the loss of his                                                     
dear mother Helen Karchawer 

Mollie Mandel on the loss of her                                                         
dear sister Hannah Roth 

 

We mourn the loss of our dear Center Members and friends 
Harry Schachner, Susan Miller Amster and Carl Goldstein. 

 May their memories be for a blessing. 
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Sturm Family, in loving memory of 
our daughter and our sister, Judy. 
(Yahrzeit) 
Helaine & Andy Bass & Family in 
memory of Norman Weisfeld’s 
mother. 
Pauline, Mark, Melissa and Robbie 
Raphael in memory of Norman 
Weisfeld’s mother.  
Miriam & Morris Chait in memory 
of their dear daughter, Leslie Ellen 
on her 21st yahrzeit. 

 
KIDDUSH FUND 

Ellen & Martin Elowitz in honor of 
Maurice Miller receiving an Honors 
Award from the American Speech 
and Hearing Association.  
Monica, Ezra and Caroline and Eve-
lyn Lagnado in honor of Dr. Martin 
Topol being honored as Chattan 
Torah. 
Esther Feldman in gratitude of the 
honors received for her father’s 50th 
yahrzeit.  
Esther & Ted Feldman in honor of 
Rosa Sternlicht’s special birthday.  
Esther Feldman in memory of Elias 
Strausser (yahrzeit). 

 
HENRY M. KATZ MINYAN CLUB 

FUND 
Ruth Barnett in loving memory of 
her dear mother, Yetta, and broth-
ers, Frank and Maurice. 

 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 

Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in loving memory of their 
parents, Dr. Edward & Suzette 
Mahlab, z”l. 
Cindy & Ami Megiddo in memory of 
Irwin Seitenbach. 
Gerri & David Kule in memory of 
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum’s sister, 
Carla Bromberg. 
 

LEAH WEINBERG FUND 
Allen & Lesley Kanter fondly re-
member their dear friend, Leah 
Weinberg.  
Allen & Lesley Kanter fondly re-
member their dear friend, Michael 
Bernstein.  
Barbara Bernstein & Family in 
memory of a dear friend, Leah Wein-
berg.  
 

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND 
Rebekah & Norman Fassler in honor 
of the birth of Hazzan Henry Rosen-
blum & Susan Ticker’s granddaugh-
ter. 
Tikva, Zahava, Hanna & Dorothy 
Mahlab in honor of Hazzan Henry 
Rosenblum. 
Morris Chait in gratitude to Norman 
Gursen for honors received. 

Donations were made in memory of 
Hazzan Henry Rosenblum’s sister, 
Carla Bromberg by: 

Rebekah & Norman Fassler  
Esther & Ted Feldman  
Pauline & Mark Raphael  
Michael & Joan Weston  
Lynn & Heshie Taub  
Friends  
Valerie & Jack Leibler  
Rita & Saul Diamond 
Susie Spodek & Michael Turner  
Reneé Glick 

  
AG KRAUS FUND 

Gloria and Stanley Horowitz in hon-
or of  Simone & David Eshaghian’s 
son, Gabriel, becoming commission-
er of LAX. 
Simone & David Eshaghian in grati-
tude to Jerry Klibanoff and Norman 
Gursen for honors received.  
Tikva Mahlab in appreciation of the 
love and support of her sisters. 
Zahava Mahlab in appreciation of 
the love and support of her sisters. 
Hanna Mahlab in appreciation of 
the love and support of her sisters. 
Dorothy Mahlab in appreciation of 
the love and support of her sisters. 
 

PJ LIBRARY FUND 
Anise Parnes in memory of Howard 
Goldman, z”l. 
 

RITA BERGER FUND 
Ruth Shulim in memory of dear 
friend Michael Bernstein. 
 

JERRY WEINKSELBAUM FUND 
Carol & Norman Guttman in honor 
of Leah Weinkselbaum. 

 
ESTELLE'S PLACE & NURSERY FUND 

Pauline, Mark, Melissa & Robbie 
Raphael in honor of Debbie 
Bochner's special birthday. 
 

that iPads would give us the biggest bang for our buck while 
giving us access to apps and programs geared to Jewish Educa-
tion. A grant from the Jewish Education Project allowed us to 
purchase an additional two laptops and a projector. We have 
now entered the digital age. Technology is only one tool in our 
educators’ toolbox but it is an important one.  

In order to ensure that we are maximizing the possibilities that 
access to the digital world gives us, five of our teachers are 
learning online in a virtual classroom with Jewish educators 
from Israel, the U.S. and Europe.  We have already learned an 
enormous amount and are excited to be a part of this diverse 
learning community.  We are sharing what we have learned with 
the rest of the Religious School faculty and, most importantly, 
our students and their families. In November and in February, 
the instructor of the course, Smadar Goldstein, will be in the 
United States and will spend an evening working with our Reli-
gious School faculty.  

These changes are exciting.  With a little bit of work we have 
changed the space we call home and with access to technology 
we have opened the window to an ever expanding world of pos-
sibilities. We thank the Jewish Education Project, the FHJC Par-
ents’ Association and perhaps most of all, our educators, for 
making all of this possible.  

(Religious School Reflection continued from page 5) 

Awakening and Awareness—Hitorerut—We advocate a play-
ful, relaxed, non-pressured environment rich in experiences 
that foster imagination, curiosity, creativity and independence. 
We seek to stimulate children's natural sense of amazement, 
wonder and joy of discovery.  

Repairing the World—Tikkun Olam —As Jews we are obligated 
to walk the world mindfully. We teach our children to act with 
kavod – respect; to realize their responsibilities toward one 
another and the earth. 

We hope that by implementing these teaching principles, we 
will be enhancing our program. 

 

(Nursery School News continued from page 5) 
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Tel: (646) 308-1747 

Fax: (646) 308-1240 

Kim F. Trigoboff 

Attorney at Law 

Wills  Guardianships Estate Planning 

Medicaid, Special Needs and Disability Planning 

Probate and Estate Administration 

 

1140 Sixth Avenue, 9th Floor 
New York, NY 10036 

 

kimtrigoboff.esq@gmail.com 
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ELDER CARE SERVICES, INC.  
MEDICAID PROFESSIONALS 

  
Over 18 years experience filing Medicaid home-care and nursing 
home application 
Protect your income with a pooled income trust, 
Protect your home, assets, and surplus income, 
Nursing home placement, 
Challenge denials, 
Full service including representation at Medicaid’s fair-hearings, 
recertification, and reimbursements. 

  
FREE CONSULTATION 

 108-18 Queens Boulevard * Suite 801 * Forest Hills, NY 11375 
(718) 575-5700   www.eldercareservicesny.com 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Saturday Evening 
January 4, 2014 

FHJC 

http://www.eldercareservicesny.com/

